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PREFACE. 



If, in the title of this Tolumcr, tlie author has 
used the word " minister," in rather an unusual la- 
titude ; its adjective will serve to explain, and re- 
strict it. The ^' domestic" minister, intends, not 
the pastor, or preacher ; not the servant of the Most 
High God, wno ofliciallv shows unto men the wa}r 
of salvation — but he, who adopts the resolution of 
ioshua — '* As for me and my tunue^ we will serve 
the Lord." 

The preservation and spread of reli^^ion should 
iK)t depend, exclusively, on a particular order of 
men, however important their functions may be* 
.^christians, in their respective stations, ought to 
co-operate with tliosc, who arc, by designation, 
workers together with God. 

It ought to be a matter of thankfulness, that the 
Dumber of ministers, properly so called, who enter 
into the spirit of their oftice, and preach the tnitk 
as it is in Jesus, is exceedingly increased. But 
compared with the field, and me vastncss of tho 
worK, the labourers are yet few. And few they 
would be found, if multiplied a thousand fold ; and 
we should still need, the property, the talents, the 
influence, the example, the exertions, and the pray- 
ers, of a// the subjects of divine grace. 

And can their services be dispensed with — rum ? 

God is not the God of confusion, but of peace : 
and He has said, " Let every thii^ be done decent- 
ly and in order." It is his providence that deter- 
mine the 'bounds of our habilaUon^ ^.ud Cumisl^s 
the several stations we occupy *. siw^ Vcv\o lWt\ 
are to look for nnv duties t\n(V o^vvotVhvaNa^'*. "^ 
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are often led out of their own pTOI>er sphere of ac- 
tion, in order to be useful ; but it is ^norance, if not 
discontent, and pride, that tempts mem astray.' 

As the stream of a river is most lovely and benefi- 
cial, when it patiently steals along its own channel, 
though it makes not so much noise, and excites not 
So much notice, as when it breaks over its banks, 
and roars and rolls as a flood ; so good men are most 
acceptable, and tiseful in their appointed course. 
Wisdom will estimate every man, by what he is, 
not out of his place and calling, but in them. 
There we naturally look afler him ; there we un- 
avoidablj^ compare* him with his obligations ; there 
we see him habitually — and there he gains a char- 
acter, or goes without one. 

It is to be feared, that some, even of the stricter 
professors of religion, have a zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge. It blazes at a distance * 
but it bums dim at home. In a day like the pre- 
sent, there vnll be many occasioned calls of puolic 
duty; but it will be a sad exclamation to make at 
a dying hour, " My own vineyard have I not kept." 
In tne spiritual, still more than in the temporal ne- 
glect, ''He that provideth not for his own, especi- 
ally those of his own house, hath denied the faith, 
and is worse than an infidel." 

" You wish to serve your generation ?'* It is well 

' that it is in your heart ; but let it he according to 

the will of God. And how does this require you 

to proceed ? From public relation into private, or 

irom private into public ? Does it order you to 

waste time and strength, to go to a distance; and 

begin labouring, where difficulties will be too great, 

and means too few, to allow of your improving the 

waste, back to your own door ? Or, to begin near ; 

to cultivate onward; to clear and fertilize the 

gfGwxA as you advance ; so as to feel every acqui* 

sitjon already made, converted into a resource to 

^^oura^e, support, and assist you, \x> yov3\ lvyX\pt% 
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" You long to be useful ?*' Anjl why are you not ? 
Can you want either opportunity, or materials — 
ym^ who are placed at the head of families ; you^ 
who are required to rule well your own households ; 
to dwell with your waives according to knowledge ; 
to train up your children in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord ; to behave towards your ser- 
vantSy as remembering that you also have a master 
in heaven- — ^Behold, O man of God, a congregation, 
endeared and attentive, committed to thy trust. 
Behold, a flock whom you may feed with know- 
ledge and understanding ; and before whom you 
may walk as an example in word, in conversation, 
io charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Behold a 
church in thy house* Behold an altar on which to 
ofier the morning and evening sacrifice of prayer 
and of praise. 

Here, observe these things without preferring 
one betdte another ; here teach and exhort, and re- 
prove with all long suffering and patience ; here 
officiate— and ** ye shall be named the priests of 
the Lord ; men shall call you the ministers of our 
God." 

The remark of Baxter is worthy our regard — " If 
family religion was duly attended to, and properly 
discfaiai^d, 1 think the preaching of the word, 
would not be the common instrument of conver- 
skm.'" And Gumal says — '* The family is the nur- 
seiy of the church. If the nurseiy be neglected, 
what in time will become of the gardens, and the 
orchards*'*' 

The author will not endeavour to establish the 
duty, of domestic worship. Many excellent things 
have been written upon this subject : and what he, 
hlmselfy could offer in support of the practice, is 
already before the public."* 

It is futile to allege, as some have done, that 
there is no positive and express eomisvaLV^ (ot \l 

• See the introductioa to the author'* (out vo^«^i*^ a^ ^Vsi^ Ww- 
W9e§for the uge of /amilies. 

1* 
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in the Scripture ; wheii nothing would be moitt 
easy, than to prove the will of God— from the sim- 
plest deductions, from the fairest reascHiings, and 
from the most generally acknowledged principles. 
The examples of the faithful ; the commenda- 
tions which God has bestowed upon them in his 
word ; his p!X>mises and threatenings ; the obvious 
and numberless advantages resulting from domes- 
tic devotion, as to personal religion, and relative 
government — with regard to those that preside in 
the family ; and as to instruction, restraints, and 
motives — with regard to relations, children, and 
servants : all this must surely be enough to induce 
any man, capable of conviction, to terminate with 
a broken heart, the mischiefs of neglect ; and to 
swear unto the Lord, and vow unto the Mighty 
God ,of Jacob — ^" Surely, I will not come into the 
tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed, I 
will not give sleep to mine eyes, nor slumber to 
mine eyelids, until I find out a place for the Lord* 
an habitation for the Mighty God of Jacob." 

As to objections arising from — ^shame — a want of 
time — the unfashionableness of the usage — or its 
interfering with visits or dissipations ; all this, in a 
being, who yet owns himself to be a moral and an 
accountable creature, is unworUiy of argument, 
and would be too much honoured, by the attempt 
of refutation. 

There is one thing however, which deserves no- 
tice. It is the apprehension of inability to perform 
this duty. With respect to some, if not many, it is 
no breach of charity to conclude, that this is an ex- 
ctise, rather than a reason. It is disinclination, or 
at least, the want of a more powerful conviction, 
that hinders them from adopting this salutaiy us- 
age, rather than incapacity. There are few cases 
in winch the old adage is not to be verified : 
'' Wiere there is a will, tbeT«» is a Ywy.^^ Xoa 
^el little diBculW in making knownyoui dasttcaaw^ 
w K^sbes to a fellow creature ; and liie TjoA Vid^- 



piUEricB. 7 

eth, not to the excellency of the language, but t» 
(he heart. The facility would be increased hj 
piactice, and the divine blessing. 

And I cannot but earnestly recommend the use 
of Gcee and extemporaneous prayer, where it is 
practicable. There is in it, a freshness, a particu* 
larity, an appropriateness, an immediate adoption, 
and use of circumstances and events, which cannot 
he found in the best composed forms. 

Tet there are those, who have only a slender de- 
gree of religious knowledge ; or discover a natural 
uowness and hesitancy of utterance ; or feel a bash* 
fulness of temper, so that they cannot gain confi* 
dence enough even to make a proper tnal. And 
this diffidence is often found, even with persons of 
education and understanding — Indeed, such are 
more likely to feel difficulty, than the vulear and 
illiterate, whose ignorance is friendly to fluency, 
and whose confidence is not perplexed by modes 
of expression, or embarrassed by the influence of 
reputation. 

Now in cases of inability, or extreme difficulhr* 
sorely the greatest zealot for free prayer, woula 
recommend forms in preference to neglect. 

Besides, there are others — many in the establish* 
Blent, and no few out of it ; who, deem a form 
more eligible : and it is needless to remaik, that 
they have a right to their opinion : and as their 
practice will of course be regulated by it ; it is 
desirable to aid them in their own way. 

And surely in this case, as well as in many 
others, where we see so much talent, and religion, 
and even devotional taste, in the opposing advo- 
cates ; candour requires, and compels the condes*. 
sion, that all the alignments, all the advantages, 
cannot be on one side of the question. 

Bi^otiy delights in exclusion ; but the meekness 
of wisdom is satisfied with ptefetetM^ \ ^sA^xmSs^ 
W^ a ^t every one be futty peta\iaAfAVsk\ai^ «««^ 
nfat" Tie amiably Dr. v5fa\\»cJbwsri«»—^^ 
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a holy soul has found his inward powers awalre/z- 
ed, and excited to lively religion, in the use of s 
form, where the wants and wishes of the heart 
have been happily expressed ; and considering di« 
various infirmities that surround human nature, 
even the wisest and best of men, may be glad of 
such assistances, at some seasons*" 

Several books of prayers have issued from the 
press ; and it is not necessaiy to undervalue, or 
conceal them, in order to excuse or even justify , 
another effort in the same cause. The great ex- 
cellency of some of these composures is well 
known. 

Yet it must be confessed, that such works, com- 
pared with other religious publications, are still 
veiy few ; and that the far greater part of what 
we possess, is more for personal and private use, 
than domestic. Even in the deservedly popular 
voliime of Jenks, there are only family prayers 
for one week ; the rest for all individual service. 

But whatever might have been the author's own 
opinion of the expediency, or necessity of such a 
work as this — in order to furnish a greater abund- 
ance — or to accommodate a difference of tastes — 
or to excite attention by newness — or to edify more 
by brevity and simplicity ; he can truly aver, that 
he was principally induced to undertake it at 
the request of many, urged, for years, with im- 
portunity. 

In compl^rin^ ivith their desires, he still fears he 
shall not satisfy their wishes. He unquestionably 
has not satisfied his own. In the want of that lei- 
sure, which allows a man to throw his whole soul 
into the composition of this woik ; and then to 
employ all his skill in correcting and completing 
it, he has done, at the intervals of much public 
duty, and interruption, for a few months, wnat he 
couJd; and such as it is^ should it obtain accep- 
J^fJ'/'^ 5/ra/y consider it the greatest boviowi \3a^X 
^u/a have been conferred upon liun, iViaX yi)b:vV 
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lifiDT and iHien dead, the service of God sboukl 
ever 06 performed in words which he has furnish- 
ed, 80 imperfectly. 

He can reckon on some esteemed connexions, 
whose partiality, as it has often admitted him into 
flieir curcles as a iriend, and employed him at 
their domestic altar as an expoaitor and interces* 
lor. will retain him as an assistant, in this volume ; 
and thus while absent in body, he will be present 
in spirit. He is also blessed with children, who 
will not neglect a practice, to which, in the order 
of a happy family, they were so early accustomed, 
and whicn was never rendered irksome by tedious- 
ness: and thev will — he knows they will — ^train 
up tneir children in the same holy and lovely 
usage ; and should relationship and endearment, 
serve to render the book the more valued and use- 
ful as a sacred bequest to his descendants ; this 
akme would keep him from thlnkii^ be had la- 
boured in vain. 

Ferct-PiiAce, April l&M). 
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The author begs leave to offer a few wordg, ov 
tbe execution of the work itself, here submitted to 
public attention. 

Family prayers ought to be short, especially, 
where reading the Scriptures makes a part of the 
service— and it ought always to make a part. Hence 
the prajrers for the week-days, may be read in &Ye 
or six minutes : those for the sabbath are commonly 
a little longer, as families have then more leisure, 
and are more united : those for particular occasions, 
as they rarely return, and the events are remark- 
able, are the longest of all. 

A prayer is distinguishable from the repetition 
of a creed ; or the annunciation cf a system of 
theology ; how much more from the sparrii^ and 
reflections of controversy ! A tincture of the au- 
thor's own particular sentiments, was hardly avoid- 
able : but he has sought after nothing, that would 
be offensive to christians, who differ from him. 
And as religious persons accord much more when 
kneeling, than sitting ; he ventures to think, no one 
will be unable to join in these forms, who believes 
in the fall of man, the Redemption of the cross, 
justification by faith, the necessity of divine in- 
fluence, and of that holiness, without which we 
cannot see the Lord. Tbe author braves tbe sus- 
picion of those, who are illiberal enough to guage 
a man's orthodoxy, by the use of an invariable 
doxology ; in the words too, which man's wisdom 
teacheth. Not that he thinks it wrong to close a 
prafer with a Scriptural meamt^\i\\i>xm'asv\KTO^% . 
but he prefers the words viVudi ^'^ "ftj^ Qi^^'^ 
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useth: and where they afford a diversity, vrhy 
shoula he be afraid to avail himself of it ? In thv 
respect, the sacred writers would not bear the or- 
deal of some system-critics. 

The author thinks no one can blame him, for 
using so much of the language of the Scriptures : 
there is a sacredness in it ; and it is well known : 
much of it too has been used .^evotionally : and 
contains the adorations, confessions, supplications, 
vad thank^ivinj^ uttered by men of God before 
us, while kneeling at a throne of grace. 

besides being Scriptural in the diction, he has 
endeavoured to oe very plain and simple. There 
is a great difference between addressing men, and 
addressing God. The least artificial mode of ut- 
tering our thoughts in prayer is the best. Prayer 
admits of no brilliancies : eveiy studied ornament 
it rejects with disdain. He wno feels interested 
in prayer, will forget all critical and elaborate' 
phraseology. And it is an infelicity to be deplor- 
ed, rather than aif excellency to be admired, when 
ingenuity of thought, or surprisii^ess of expres- 
sion, catches and keeps off the attention from de- 
votion. There are youiig divines, who not on^ 
err in preaching — ^by substitutii^ finery for ele- 
gance, and the affectation of art tor the eloquence 
of feeling ; but in their devotional exercises too- 
showing off their tawdrinesses, even in the pre- 
sence of God, and prayibg in a strained, inflated 
style, unintelligible to the ignorant, lamented by 
tHe pious, and contemned by the wise. The great- 
est men have always been distinguished bv die 
I>Iainness and simplicity of their devotional lan- 
guage. What a difference is there between the 
other compositions of Johnson, and his prayers ? 
No hard w^, no elaborate sentence, no classicaK 
no metaphorical allusion is to be found in any ci 
ibe few forms of devotion which he has left iur. 
^ne same exceJkncy pervades the UUngj. kafii 
n is m>Tiby of remad:, (bat in ik> pta'^ex ieante& 
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ID tbe Bible, is any figure employed, unless 
fitmiliar as the literal expression. 

This, however, does not forbid the use of s 
tenoes not directly of the nature of petition. Pra; 
is designed, not only as a homage to God, but 
a moral exercise to affect ourselves: and to 
Gomplish this* purpose, we must be informed, 
reminded. What, therefore, tends to make 
fed the thing[s ^ve implore, is not to be considei 
as some call it, a preaching or talking in praj 
Read all the prayers given us in the Scriptui 
there is not one of them which does not coni 
expressions of enlaTg[ement, not immediately p 
tipnaiy— yet conducive to the design. 

Witti vcawl to appropriateness, Jenks has 
serred, *'That we may as well expect to I 
a iboe that will fit eveiy foot, as a form of pra 
to sujt eveiy purpose.'' Family prayers must 
Mcessarilv eeneral, or adapted to the state c 
boiiBehold, devoid of its peculiarities. No fi 
can be made to include every particular circi 
stance, or occurrence ; the very things that wo 
render it suitable to one family, would even bin 
fhe IBB of it by another. The author fears, w 
tjbesr in two or three instances, he has not forgot 
this. 

Yet events and circumstances are perpetu; 
VJnag^ and^ it is of great importance to nol 
.ttem deuotionally. Almost every prayer in 
Sdriptures arose out of particular occurrences, i 
was desigDed to improve them* Here is a diffici 
which there is only one way of removing. 1 
hf addii^ some short addresses, applicable to i 
tun events and circumstances; and which 
reader may insert, in their proper place, in 
vmer; or use at the end ot it. Many of the 
therefore, the author has supplied in toe close 
010 volume. Many more might have been add 
jjgj fce pmyers been designed foi jtrwwdH 
/^fWflBSf use* 
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In seventy forms of the same kind, it was not 
easy to maintain so much diversity as some would 
wish. Family devothon in itselt, admits of \tm 
variety, than either private or public worship 
But thoug^h similarity will be sometim'es fmmd, 
sameness, he believes, with a few vc;^ trifling ex- 
ceptions, has been avoided. This does not ejrteod 
however to the repetition of the same Scripture 
sentences. 

The author has felt what a difference there is 
1)etweeD offering, and writing a prayer: but be en- 
deavoured, as much as possible, when he retired 
to compose, to place himself by thoi^ht, in the 
situation of performance : and followed the same 
mode in writing, which he has always found the 
best, in praying, to exclude formality, and togsm 
variety, viz. to yield to the present feeling oTthe 
mind, whether it leads to indulge princtpalhf m 
confession, or in thanksgiving, petUion, or inter- 
cession. 

Some things must be always expressed ; others 
can be admitted aaij occasionally. Yet these should 
not be foigotten. Cases of affliction ; the state of 
public affairs ; the nation ; the cause of Qod in 
the world : these and other things, though not par- 
ticularizea in 'every exercise, must be noticed so 
freauently, as to keep the mind alive to them. 

With regard to the prayers for particular occa- 
sions — such as pertain to days of mourning, fasting 
or thanksgiving ; and those which respect the be- 
ginning and end of the year, will draw forth no 
objection. But as to those which regard religious. 
festivals^ some will probably condemn the author 
on the ground of consistency. On that ground he 
is willii^ to be tried. Consistency refers to pro- 
fessed principles; and he avows principles, wnich 
raise him above any particular body ot christians, 
fvh/Ieyethe deems it his honour to belong to one 
of them in preference to all others. 
^ut his attachment to his reg\met\\^ Aoc^ y»^. 
wa£:e Aim an enemy to the army o^ wV\\c\\ aV \^ ^ 
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put. Let e?ery one ot us, says tbe Apostle, 
olease bis neighbout, for his grood to edification. 
Why should not the author wish to be serviceable 
to members of other communions, as well as to 
those of his own ? 

Dr. Watts, thoii^ a firm Pedobaptist, has yet 
composed and inserted in his excellent book, sev* 
eral hymns, adapted to the convictions of those, 
who practise adult bnptism, by immersion only. 

And the late Mr. Newton, triou&:h an Episcopa- 
lian, made no scru][)le, when desired, to draw up 
a plan ibr a dissentir^ academy. 

Let us stand in the liberty wherewith Christ has 
made us free. Let not him that eateth, despise 
him that eateth not ; and let not him that eateth 
not, judge him that eateth, for God hath received 
him. who art thou that judgest another man's 
servant ? to his own master he standeth or falleth. 
One man esteemeth one day above another, ano- 
ther eateemeth every day alike. Let every man 
he Mly persuaded in his own mind. He that re- 
eardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord ; and 
he that reeardeth not the day to the Lord, he doth 
not regard it. Here every thin^ non-essential is 
left, where it ought to be let\, to mdividualconric- 
tion and candour, 

' Upon these principles, the author thinks, a dis- 
senter, without superstition, may use these forms, 
on these very days : especially as he is under no 
compulsion, and be has nothing to do with the day, 
but as a season of leisure, and as reminding him 
of some important truth. 

A christian, although he disregards the sea- 
sons, must love the siibjects connected with them : 
and at some time or other, he may wish more ex- 
pressly to notice them ; and this he can do, by 
means of these forms, with the omission of a few 
words. 

It is comparatively easy to be \att^ wA^>5&©ft.^ 
but to be se/ect, and yet tuW, WwX, ^\A l^N. »\^- 
PiTe/ie/zs/vf?^rhfs is Ihf^ tr\;i\. 
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The author could have composed a single 
prayer, far superior to any of these ; but the dQ&* 
culty lay in the number ; and the work must be 
judged of as a wholes 

It is hardly necessaiy to observe, that with a 
slight alteration, and the substitution of the sii^- 
lar number for the plural, most of these prayers 
will serve for the closet, as well as the family. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O COME let us worship and fall down, let us 
k&eel before the Lord our Maker, for he is our 
God, and we are the people of his pasture and the 
dieep of his hand. 

Yes, O Lord, we are thine ; and Thee we are 
bound to serve. We grieve to think, how many 
of OUT fellow creatures live without Thee in the 
W(»rld ; and confess with shame, that other lords 
have had dominion over us : but henceforth, by 
Thee only, will we make mention of thjr name. 
We hope Thou hast subdued the insensibility and 
indifference towards Thyself, so awfully natural to 
us ; and awakened in us the incjuiry, ** Where is 
God my Maker thatgiveth songs m the night ?" We 
hope we are disposed to acknowledge Thee Jb all 
our ways ; but we feel our need of the exercises of 
devotion. We trust we hold communion with 
Thee eveiy day ; but we find week 43ys, to be 
'worldly days ; and our allowed intercourse with 

I ecular concerns, tends to reduce our heavenly im- 
■)re8sions, and to mkke us forgetful of our work, 
and our rest. We therefore bless Thee for the re- 
turn of a day, sacred to our souls and eternity ; a 
time of refreshing from the presence of the Lora ; 
in which, by waiting upon Thee, our hearts are 

. eniaig^ed, and our strength is Tei\evfe^ \ ^Q ^A'v^ 
can mount up with wings as ea^\e^»TVXYi ^5v\x«i^ 
l^e weary, and walk and not fa\nt. 
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This is the day which the Lord hath made, wwm 
will rejoice and be glad in it. O let our minda be 
withdrawn from the world, as well as our bodi««i. 
Let our retirement be devout. Let our meditatioD 
be sweet. Let our conversation be edifyiqg^. Let 
our reading be pious. Let our hearing he pio- 
fitable ; and on Thee may we wait all the day. 

Afford us the supply of the spirit of Jesus Christ. 
None can need thy succours more than we. Thoit 
knowest our infirmities : let thy strength be made 
perfect in our weakness. Our duties are far above 
our own power : let thy gprace be sufficient for us. 
Our dangers are numberless, and we are utterly una- 
ble to keep ourselves &om falling ; hold Thou ua 
up, and we shall be safe. The bur&ns we feel would 
press our lives down to the ground ; lay under* 
neath us thine everlasti:^ arms. Fears alarm us ; 
cares corrode us ; losses impoverish us ; our veiy 
affections are the sources of our afflictions— surely 
man walketh in a vain show — surely we are dii* 
quieted in vain ; all, all is vanity and vexation of 
spirit. While in the world we have tribulation ; in 
Thee may we have peace : and in the multitude 
of our thoughts withm us, may thy comforts de« 
l]g4it our soius. 

Yet, O Lord, we would remember, that grati- 
tude becomes us mudi more than complaint* Our 
afflictions have been light, compared with our 
guilt ; and few, compared with the sufferings of 
others. Tbej have all been attended with num- 
berless alleviation? : they have all been needful ; 
all founded in a regard to our welfare : all desm- 
ed to work together for our good. We bless Thee 
for what is past, and trust Thee for what is to come : 
and cast aul our care upon Thee, knowiqg that 
Thou carest for us. 

Thou hast commanded us to pray for all men, 
^2iat §ve may be bound by our veiy devotions, as 
«s? have opporimity to do good unto aXL mfciv^ear 
PcciaJly unto them that aw of the bwiseYtfAa cl 
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fidth. May we always cherish and display bene- 
YoleDt dispositions tmyards our dependents, for- 
giving dispositions towards our enemies, peaceable 
dispof itions towards our neighbours, and candid 
dispositions towards our fellow christians. May 
we be able to say with our Lord and Saviour, 
whosoever shall do the will of my Father that is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother. And pray with Paul, grace be with all 
them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
Jtfay the goings of our God and King be seen, this 
day, in eveiy Christian sanctuaiy. Go with ua to 
thy house, and give testimony to the word of thy 
mce. May it have free course and be glorified 
m the hearts and lives of those who shall hear it. 
Hay it enlighten the ignorant, awaken the careless, 
ledaim the wanderii^, establish the weak, comfort 
the feeble minded, and make ready a people pre- 
paied for the Lord. 

Remember those who are, this day, denied our 
advantaB;es. Be a little sanctuary to them in the 
midst ot their privations, and let them know that 
lliou are not confined to temples made with hands. 
And O foiget not those who never enioyed our 
privileges ; never smiled when a sabbath appear- 
ed ; never beard of the name of a Saviour — and let 
tiiy way be known on earth, thy saving health 
among all nations. Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
fingive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
tmpass against us. And lead us not into temp- 
tation ; but deliver us from evil : for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and Uie gloiy, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 

Who is like unto Thee, O Lord, 3Lmaaf the 
gods ? Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, 
fearful in praises, doing wonders ? Mkj we ap- 
proach Thee with the humility which is due to 
thy greatness, and the hope that becomes thy 
goodness. For though Thou art high, yet ha&t 
Thou respect unto the lowlv ; and though contin- 
ually adored by thrones ana dominions, principa- 
lities and powers, yet Thou despis'est not the 
prayer of the destitute, but wilt hear their prayer. 
Our fathers cried unto Thee and were delivered. 
They trusted in Thee and were not confounded. 
And Thou never saidst to the seed of Jacob, seek 
ye me in vain. 

Behold a company of sinners at thy footstool, 
earnestly praying to be remembered with the ^- 
vour Thou bearest unto thypeople. andio be visit- 
ed with thy salvation. We would not overlook 
tiie blessings of the life that now is. If we have 
food and raiment, and agreeable conneiion^. and 
ease, and health, and sate abode, we would oless 
Thee; for we have no claim to these bounties, 
and our present condition renders them valuable. 
But they are not our God* 

•' Give what Thou canst, without Thee we afe poor. 
And with Thee rich, take what Thoa wilt awaj.** 

Thou art the strength of our hearts, and our 
portion for ever. Whom have we in heaven but 
Thee ; and there is none upon earth that we desire 
beside Thee ? 

And praise waiteth for Thee, O God, in Zion* 

We long to be able, with unshaken confidence, to 

apply the promises of thy grace to ourselves : and 

/o sajr. Thou shaJt guide me with thy counsel, and 

^envards receive me to glory, O say *d out soxil&v 

-«» Mapg^uage OUT consciences can unaetsland,! aa 
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tfaf salvation : and ^ve us a token for good, that 
we may rejoice in Thee. 

Yet, O God, we would not rest satisfied frith a 
conviction of our relation to Thee, while we are re- 
gardless of improving it. May we walk worthy of 
the Lord, unto all pleasing, being fruitful in ever^ 
good work, and increasing in tlie knowledge of 
God ; strengthened with all might according to his 
gracious power, unto all patience and lon^ sufifering 
with joyfulness ; giving thanks unto the Father who 
hath made us meet to he partakers of the inheri- 
tance of the saints in light. We can never dis- 
' charge the obligations tliy abundant mercy has 
laid us under ; but may we ever show that we are 
sensible of them ; and that our impressed hearts 
are asking, ^' rg:hat shall I render unto the Lord for 
all his benefits towards me ?" While we hear Thee 
saying, O do not that abominable thii^ which I 
bate, may we be effectually deterred from sin, 
and induced to watch and pray, lest we enter into 
temptation. May the love be shed abroad in our 
hearts, that none of thy commandments may be 
^evous. May thy glory be dear to us ; may we 
mquire afler thy will with impartiality, and con- 
form ourselves to it with diligence. Uphold 
us by thy free spirit ; and let the words of our 
mouths and the meditations of our hearts be ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength and our 
Redeemer. 

Hitherto we have been compelled to exclaim, 
my leanness, my leanness. We have been no bet- 
ter in religion, than a bruised reed, or smoking 
flax. But it is our mercy that Thou dost not des- 
pise the day of small things ; and our encourage- 
ment,' that Thou givest more grace ; that Thou 
hast promised to perfect that which concerneth us ; 
and commanded us to ask and receive, that our joy 
may be fuih May we, therefoxe,wo\. ov\^ \i^. Vnssvt 
ble but active ; may we not ot\^ ^vaJ^^ v>S5L ^ci^ 
oat despondency ; mav we, be^\.TO\\a;\t\^^A«s^ 
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and in the power of his might ; and increase with 
all the increase of God, till we are filled with 
all the fullness of God. 

Thou knowest what is in man, and what is ne- 
cessary to him. Thou art not only addressing us 
continually by the voice of creation, and the va,- 
r^ing events of thy providence, but Thou hast 
given us thy word and thine ordinances. We 
behold our sabbaths, our eves see our teachers, 
and our ears hear the joyful sound of salvation 
by the cross, and the grace of our Lord Jesus. 
Prophets ana righteous men desired to see the 
things that we see, and did not see them ; and to 
hear the things that we hear, and did not hear 
them. But blessed are our eyes for they see, and 
our ears for they hear. Yet we would remember, 
that our responsibility will be answerable to our 
talents; that our chief danger results from our 
greatest privileges ; and, that our veiy blessings 
may be converted into a curse. We would there- 
fore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering 
into thy rest, any of us should seem to come 
short of it. 

Bless this family. Ma^ those of us who are at 
the head of it, walk withm our house with a per- 
fect heart, and set no wicked thing before our 
eyes. May we have a testimony in the bosoms 
of t^se who have the best opportunities of ob- 
serving us, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, 
not with fleshly wisdom, but by thy grace we 
have our conversation in the worfd, and more es- 
pecially with them. May we conduct ourselves 
towards those who serve us, as knowing that we 
have a Master in heaven, and that there is no re- 
spect of persons with God ; and ma^ our servants, 
in fulfilling the duties of their station, serve the 
Lord Christ. May we train up our children in the 
nurture find admonition of the Lord ; and have 
the inexpressible satisfaction oC aeewg VVyfemvi^Vk 
M the trtjth. We ask not great tVut\^ fot \Jftfe\o 
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of a worldly nature ; only give them health of 
hody and soundness of mind, and food and rai- 
ment convenient and sufficient for them ; but, O 
bless them with all spiritual blessings, and number 
them with thy saints in gloiy everlasting. Pity 
those parents whose hearts are bleeding over 
children of -disobedience ; and hear all the pious, 
whose irreligious relations are forcing them ofteri 
to exclaim, '' How shall I endure to see the destruc- 
tion of my kindred ?" 

Hast not Thou made of one blood, all the nations 
of men that dwell upon the face of all the earth ? 
Remember the work of thy hands. Have respect 
unto thy holy covenant ; and let the world know, 
ftaX Thou bast so loved it^ as to give thy only 
bc^tten Son, that whosoever belie veth in Him 
flbould not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Hearken favourably unto the prayers that have 
ioB day been'o&red up linto Thee tor our beloved 
oountiy, and for those who have been entrusted 
• with tne govetnment thereof. 

l*hou hast given us a pleasant land to dwell in : 
Thou hast made us to r^oice in the many and 
great things thou hast done for us. 

May we never be ungrateful for the i>riyileges 
we enjoy, nor provoke Thee by our sins to re- 
move them. 

May they be continued to the latest posteri^ ; 
and he sanctified to us, and to our chifdren. As 
Thoa hast given us such a distinguished rank 
among the nations, may we be for a name and a 
praise unto Thee, in the whole earth ; and as we 
have been the objects of thy loving kindness, may 
we ever be the instruments in thy hands of eood 
to others ; and from us may the word of the Lotd 
sound out into every land. 

Now, unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
ibuodaDtly above all that we ask oi l^vdL, ^^-^ 
condwer to the power tha.t worketh m ^"a, XSS&.0 
Htm Be glory in the church, by CVitoV 5^^\», 
^^^^S-hout all agc^, world ^yii\iov!L^^xi.. Xiaew. 



S4 Fl&ST WEEK. 



MONDAY MORNING. 



O THOU God of all grace : the Father of mer- 
cies, tlie hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in tfie 
time of trouble : why hast Thou revealed Thy- 
5elf in such lovely characters, and endearing 
relations, but to meet our dejections, to remove 
our fears, and induce us to say, it is good for me 
to draw nigh to God. 

We come lo Thee as criminals to be pardoned, 
as beggars to obtain relief, and as friends to enjoy 
communion with the God of love. We bow with 
submission and gratitude, to the method which 
Thou hast appointed and made known for all in- 
tercourse between Thee and us. We approach 
Thee, through him in whom Thou hast proclaim- 
ed Thyself well pleased, pleading the propitiation 
of his blood, ana making mention of his right- 
eousness, and of his only. 

But we can have access to Thee through him 
only — ^by one Spirit — ^that Spirit, the residue of 
which is with Thee, and which has actuated the 
souls of thy people, in all ages. O give thy Ho- 
ly Spirit to them that now ask Thee. May He 
open the eyes of our understanding, and convince 
us of sin. May He humble the pride of our self- 
righteous hearts, and expel us from eveiy refbge 
of lies. May He glorify Christ in our wants, de- 
sires, dependence, and application, and take of 
the thills of Christ, and show them to us. Mav 
we be enabled to receive the Lord Jesus in all 
his blessings and treasures ; and dioogh now we 
see Him not, yet believii^, may rre rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glwy. In all the dis- 
tresses of conscience, in all the afflictions of life, 
snd in all the dissatisfactions necessarily expe- 
Ttenced in creature-enjoymeiitS) may we repair, 
jveaiy aLiid, heavy laden to Him,\NVio\ja&^iwtt«««\ 
'o ^/Ve us rest. May the vamly oi V\ve ^qA^^«kk 
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US from its pursuits ; and maj the tribulation of 
the world endear the peace which no storm can 
prevent or destroy. 

May we arise and depart hence ; may we con- 
fess ourselves to be only strangers ana pilgrims 
uixNi earth ; and declare plainly, too plainly to be 
misunderstood, that we seek a better countiy, even 
an heavenly. Prepare us for all the allotments of 
this short, and changing, and uncertain life. May 
we have a safe passage out of it, and a comfor- 
table passage through it ; and be useful while wc 
are in it. May we continually illustrate in our 
character and conduct, tlie representations Thou 
hast given of thy people, as tne dew of heaven, 
the salt of the eartn, tne light of the world. May 
we never deem it enough to be blameless and 
harmless ; but may our light so shine before men, 
that they may see our good works, and glorify our 
Father which is in heaven. May we never be 
ashamed of Jesus or of his words ; never be de- 
terred from the prosecution of a known duty by 
the fear of man ; and never be discouraged from 
attempting it, by a consciousness of our own weak- 
ness. Having thy sanction and presence, may we 
be strong and courageous ; and be steadfast, and 
unmoveable ; always abounding in the work of 
the Lord. 

What we know not, teach Thou us. Lead us 
into all truth. May we see divine thing^ in a di- 
vine light, that while they inform our judgment 
they may sanctify the heart, and consecrate the 
ivikole life to the service and glory of God. Who 
can understand his errors? Cleanse Thou us 
from secret faults. Search us, O God, and know 
our hearts, tiy us and know our thoughts, and see 
if there be any wicked way in us, and lead us in 
the way everlastii^. 

Accept of our united thanksgWu)^ fo\ iVk^^t^* 
servatioD and re/reshment of me pasVtO!^\ «sv^ 
take us under thy guiding and guaiatosi CWfc*i^ 

i5 
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day : and whether we eat or drink, or whatever 
we do, may we do all to the glory of God, througb 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING 

We have heard that to the Lord our God belong 
mercies and foi^iveness, thoujg;h we have rebelled 
against him. Hence, we are encouraged to ap- 
proach Thee. For we are verily guilty, we are 
deeply guilty. If our depravity has not always 
broken forth into action, our hearts h^ve been die- 
ceitful above all thin^, and desperately wicked ; 
and if our transgressions have not been so gross as 
those of many of our fellow-creatures, they have 
been more aggravated, because committed a^ainist 
goodness the most astonishing, lisht the hiost 
clear, and advantages the most aistinguishing. 
And Thou hast seen all, and abhorred all, and 
couldst easily and righteously have punished us 
for all. But Thou hast not executed upon us the 
fierceness of thine anger, because Thou art God 
and not man. Neither hast Thou treated us with 
neglect ; but Thou hast remembered us in our 
low estate ; and not only without our desert, but, 
without our desire. Thou wast pleased to devise 
means for our restoration to thy favour, and image, 
andpresence. 

We bless Thee for a purpose of grace given us 
in Christ Jesus before the world began. We re- 
joice that in the fulness of time he assumed our 
nature, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross ; and that as he was delivered 
for our offences, so he was raised a^in for our 
justification, and ascending up on high, entered 
into fiaB holy place, as a proof of the sufficiencjr 
^od acceptance of the sacrifice be offered. Wi 
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of the Spirit, and that in Him all fulness dwells. 
And we bless Thee for the proclamations of the 
gospel, which hold him forth to our view in all bis 
grace and glory , and unsearchable riches, that we 
mrougfa patience and comfort of the Scripture 
might have hope. 

O Thou God of hope, fill us with all jcgr and 
peace in believing th^ promises and invitations, 
that we may abound in hope through the power 
of the Holy Ghost. May we esteem all thines but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus our Lord ; and may we supremely desire to 
win Christ, knowing that he who hath the Son of 
God hath life, and shall never come into con- 
demnation. May we. prove that we are joined to 
the Lord, by being one spirit with him ; may our 
sentiments, tempers, and conduct, be formed after 
the example which he left us ; and may we never 
consider ourselves Christians, but as we lone to be 
like him, and the life also of Jesus is made ma- 
nifest in our mortal body. May we never love a 
world that crucified the Lord of glonr ; nor suffer 
those sins to live that caused him to die. May his 
grace, in becomii^ poor, that we through his 
poverity might be rich, make us ashamed of our 
selfishness : and may his unexampled love, in 
giving his life a ransom for us, so constrain us, as 
to render any services or sacrifices, for his sdce, 
our delight. 

May Be never be wounded in the house of his 
professed friends ; may we rather die than bring 
a reproach upon his cause. May all his followers 
be dfear to us. May we recommend him to those 
that know him not, that they may seek him, with 
us. Let the number of those who love his salva- 
tion, daily increase ; and let the accessions include 
every member of our household, and all our ah- 
Bent blends. And hasten, O YiO\d^^\'it \iVs!3ft.^ 
boar, when all kings shaW taW AovJtv >a«&sifc\i\ssw^ 
ana all nations shall serve h\m— «.iA >aV.^'afc^\i^ 
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his glorious' name for ever ! And let the whole 
earth be filled with his glory. 

We praise Thee as the length of our days and 
the God of our mercy. In the morning we com- 
mitted ourselves to thy care, and Thou hast been 
with us in our going out and our coming in ; and hast 
kept us in all our ways. Pardon whatever Thou 
hast seen amiss in us through another period of 
our time. Accept the charge of us through tlie 
approaching night ; and grant us the sleep which 
Thou givest toy belovea; as we hope we desire 
it, not only as creatures, but as Christislns ; not 
only to gratify our feelings, but to renew our 
strength for thy service, and to fit us to glorify 
Thee in our bodies as well as in our spirits^ through 
our adorable Redeemer, .^en. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

O Thou omnipresent and omniscient Jehovah* 
Thou art about our path, and our lying down ; 
and Thou art acquainted with all our ifrays. 
There is not a word in our tongue, but lo! O Lord, 
Thou knowest it altogether. Thou understandest 
our veiy thoughts afar off. Yea, the darkness 
hideth not from Thee, but the night shineth as 
the day : the darkness and the light are both alike 
to Thee. 

Known, therefore, to thee are our sins with 
eveiy aggravation; and our necessities with all 
their circumstances ; and, yet. Thou requirest us 
to confess our guilt, and to spread our wants before 
Thee, in order that we ourselves may be suitably 
affected with them, and be prepared for the pro- 
mised displays of thy goodness. Every view we 
take ofourselyeB, convinces us that we lie entirely 
^t thy mercy ^ and that it is only becaws^ vVxj c,<sis\'. 
passions fail not, we are nol cot\«Mmedi. ^N^ 
know not the ovil them is m oT\e ^\t\, ^w^ o> 
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iniquities are more in number than the hairs upon 
our head. Thou art our Creator: but of the 
lock that begat us we are unmindnil, and have 
forgotten the God that formed us. Thou hast 
nourished and brought up children ; but we have 
rebelled against Thee. Thou hast given us laws, 
founded iq a regard to our welfare as well as thine 
own gloiy ; but we* have said ^vith our lives, if 
not with our lips^Who is the Lord that we should 
obey his voice ? Thou art the perfection )f beauty, 
the centre of excellency, the source of all bless- 
edness; and Thee we ought to have loved su- 
premely ; but we have loved and served the crea- 
ture more than the Creator ; we have loved idols, 
and after them we have gone. Instead of pray- 
ing. Lord, lift Thou up the light of thy counte 
nance upon us, we have asked with the multitude, 
AVho will show us any good ? Departing from 
Thee, we have made flesh our arm. We have 
leaned on broken reeds, and though they have dis- 
appointed our hopes, and pierced us through with 
many sorrows, we have often returned to the same 
wretched dependence. Thou hast raised up for 
us a Saviour ; and the gospel has presented to our 
view a plan of redemption and renovation, which 
the angels desire to look into. But we have crown- 
ed all our guilt, by neglecting so great salvation, 
and tumiog away from Him that speaketh from 
heaven; and we deserve to be for ever excluded 
from all the blessings of the cross. 

O deal not with us after our desert, but accord- 
ing to our necessity ; and where sin has abounded, 
may ^ce much more abound. Over all our un- 
worthiness may grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal liie by Jesus Christ our Lord. It is 
thy pleasure that we seek Thee. The desires 
we feel are of Aine own producing. We are 

. mUmfr to be saved in thy own way. VJ^ \on^^^ 
nhatKHi^-we love it as it is free, and sftoaxft&Xo 

mr^e/f the undivided glory ; and we. \oNfi\\^*\^. 
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is holy, and designed to save us from the wmat 
as well as the penalty of sin. O visit us wim Ifaj 
salvation. Shine into our hearts, and' givev tbe 
Ikht of the knowledge of thy glonr in the fiboe 
of Jesus Christ. Enable us by faitn to emhnoe 
thy unspeakable gift. May we sit at his feet 
Mxy we gloiy in his cross. May we imbibe bis 
spirit. May we follow his ex^unple ; and wfaat- 
cvenwe do, in word or deed, may we do all Id flie 
name of the Lord Jesus. 

We extend our wishes beyond the little circle 
now kneeling in thy presence. We have various 
absent connexions endeared to our hearts ; O place 
them under . thy agency, as the God of grace ; 
and keep them under thy care as the Qcd of pio- 
vidence. 

We would remember them that are in bonds, as 
bound with them, and those that suffer adveisitj 
as being ourselves also in the body. Address to 
the hearts of the afflicted the promise, I will be 
with thee in trouble ; thy shoes shall be itqd and 
brass, and as thj days, so shall thy streogth be. 
Let gloiy dweU m our land, and upon all tbe gkiy 
may there be a defence. Do good in tlnr good 
pleasure unto Zion ; build thou the walls ot Xuu- 
saliem. Make bare thine arm in the s^g^t of all 
the nations ; and let all the ends of the earft see 
the salvation of our God. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Cbri8l|and 
the love of God, and the communion of the atif 
GhcKst, be with us all, now and for evemuwe. 
Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O THOU who vfdi'&X^ and art, and att U^ 
tbe Almighty. With Thee is the CoonXam c£ ^6&. 
Jo thv presence there is fullness of joy, axA ^uif 
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-^_t-hand there are pleasures for evermore. It 
Hour privilege as well as our duty, to draw near 
to Thee. It is the prerogative of our nature, that 
of all creatures in tois lower world, we alone are 
made capable of knowing, resembling, serving, 
and enjoyii^ Thee- All our degradations and 
misciy nave been produced by our alienation and 
absence from Thee; and all our happiness and 
perfection depend upon our re-union and inter- 
course with Thee, We, therefore, bless Thee 
for the revelation Thou hast eiven us, and by 
which we learn, that thy thoughts towards us are 
thoii^ts of peace, and not ot evil. We rejoice 
in a new and liviiig way into the holiest, by the 
blood of Jesus, who has once sufiered for sins, tlie 
just for the unjust, that he might bring us unto 
God* We pray that the grand design of uiis sacri- 
fice may be accomplished in each of us. May we 
feel that we are brought back from the dreadful 
distance to which sin had conveyed us, and that 
we are one with God again ; and henceforth, may 
the Itfe that we lead in the flesh, be a life of com- 
munion with the Father of our spirits, and of de- 
voledness to him. May thy service be the em- 
ployment of our days, and the enjoyment of our 
neuts. May we love thy commands, and ac- 
nuiesce in thy dispensations ; and then we are at 
the gate of lieaven. 

We lament that this has been so little the case 
with U8, since we have known Thee, or rather 
have been known of Thee. We ought to be 
ashamed to think, that after all the instructions 
of thy word, the ordinances of thy house, and the 
discipline ot thy family, our ears are still so dull 
of hearing, and our hearts so slow to believe ; 
that our souls so cleave unto the dust; that we 
live 80 much under the influence of things seen 
and temporal ; and feel so \\\We of \Scl<& ^^^^xs. ^^ 
awo rid to come. How obscMTe \& oxaYx^wV^^ % 
*twr iTflak our faith; \\0y9 W CA\^\«s^\^iss^ 
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wavering our obedience ; bow lifeless our worship. 
O Lord clothe us with humility ; and in this attne 
help us to present Thee .the sacrifice of a bitten 
heart and a contrite spirit, which Thou wilt not 
despise. 

And since Thou art the God of all grace, aod 
hast commanded us to ask and receive, that our 
joy may be full ;-^afFord us more of the supply 
of the spirit of Jesus Christ, to give more decision 
to our character, and more earnestness to our 
zeal ; — ^that with enlarged hearts in the way of thy 
commandments we may run, and not be wcaiy, 
and walk and not faint. May we always realize 
thy presence ; and may the thought, that thine 
eye is upon us, operate as a check to sin, an ex* 
citement to duty, and a source of consolation. 
May we boar with firmness and submission the 
various trials of life and religion, and derive from 
them, all the advantage which they are designed 
to afford. May we glorify the Lord in the li^, 
and may eveiy day of trouble afibrd us an oppor- 
tunity to prove the truth of thy promise, the ten* 
demess of thy care, and the supports of thy grace. 
May tribulation work patience, and patience ex- 
perience, and experience hope. 

But how few, how limited, and how light are 
the afflictions with which we are exercised. How 
misch more reason have we to be thankful than to 
complain. Bless the Lord, O our souls, and all 
that is within us bless bis holy name. Bless the 
Lord, O our souls, and forget not all his benefits ; 
who foigiveth all our iniquities ; who healeth all 
our diseases ; who redeemeth our lives from des- 
truction : who crowneth us with loving kindness 
and tender mercies. 

We praise Thee for the protection, the sup- 
plies and the comforts of another day. Take us 
under thy care for the night on which we have en- 
fered. May no evil befall us, dot vas y^asest 
come nigh our dwelling. ReiresYi oux \jod:\%«> wi 
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renew <Mir strength, by woecirul rcpofe ; and when 
we awake, may we he still with God, and rist^ 
to l«re Thee more, and serve Thee better, than we 
ever have done ; through our Lord and Saviour, 
4o whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Again we lift up our eyes unto the hills from 
whence cometh our help : our help is in the name 
of the Lord God, wlio made heaven and earth. 

Tboii art the Author of all existence, and the 
•ource of all blessedness. We adore Thee for mak- 
iD|^ us capable of knowing Thee ; for possessing us 
with reason, and conscience ; and for leading us to 
inquire where is God my Maker that ffivetli 
songs in the night. We praise Thee for all the 
infbimation with which we are favoured, to bring 
us to thyself ; especially the revelation of the gos- 
peL Here we look into thy veiy heart, and see 
that it b the dwelling place of pity. Here we 
see thy thoughts towards us, and find that they 
are thoughts of peace and not of evil. Here we 
see Thee waiting to be gracious, and exalted to 
have mercy* Here Thou bast told our con- 
sciences how the ^ilty can be pardoned, the un- 
holy can be sanctified, and the poor furnished 
with unsearchable riches- 
May we be found in the number of those who 
not only hear, but know the joyful sound, that 
we may walk in the light of thy countenance, in 
thy name rejoice all the day, and in thy righteous- 
ness be exalted. May we take Thee, the God of 
truths at thy word ; and believe the record, that 
Thou hast given to us eternal life and that this 
life is in thy Son, And since it is i\o\. ot\VY ^ ia\V\v 
fal saving but w'oiihy of all acce^lawc^^^lwaXV^^ 
e^me ktto the wot]^ to save sinners to "fi^vrcv m«^ 
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we look aione for salvation, and with all t^e ear* 
nestness, the infinite importance of the case re- 
quires. 

And to Him may we tmmeJto^e/j^ repair, remem- 
bering how short and uncertain our time is ; and 
filled with holy horror at the thought oi closing a 
life of precious, but neglected privileges, with the 
exclamation. The harvest is past the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved. We long for the 
experience of a preseat salvation, not only in Uie 
comforts, but in the renewings of the Holy Ghost. 
We desire to have nothing more to ^o with sin ; 
and pray as sincereljr to be restored to thy image, 
as to be reinstated in tliy favour. We implore 
spiritual graces, as well as spiritual blessings ; and 
pray that we may always value religious duties, 
a.« religious privileges. Deliver us from the dis- 
position of the slave, and uphold us, in all our go« 
ings, by thy free Spirit ; and enable us to run in the 
>vay of thy commandments with freedom and de* 

light. 

May we cherish simplicity and godly sincerity' 
of character ; may we be in reali§r before God, 
what we are in appearance before men ; — Isra- 
elites indeed, in whom is no guile. May we be 
religious, before we profess religion,' and leave the 
wond, before we enter the church ; that we may 
not be looking back afler its forbidden follies ana 
vanities, but, with our affection set on things that 
are above, walk worthy of Him who has cdled us 
to His kingdom and glory. 

And while we are the partakers of thy grace, 

may we be also the dispensers too. Freely having 

received may we freely give. May we feel it to 

be the sublimest of all satisfactions, and count it 

the greatest of all rewards, to save a soul ftona 

ddfitn, and to hide a multitude of sins. And while 

endeavouring to do good, may wt be prepared to 

' bear evil, .may we consider H\m yjuo ^tAxsn^ 

the r^ontra diction of sinners aga\x\st VAmsftXi -, w 
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if reviled revile not again ; or if opposed or slight- 
ed, never grow weaiy in well doii^. 

But, we oless Tbee, that the lines are fallen to 
us in pleasant places : we are strangers to the suf- 
ferings of those who have gone before us ; and 
can, not pnly sit ourselves, but call eveiy man his 
neighbour, under the vine and under the fig-tree. 
Ma^ we avail ourselves of our opportunities ; and 
invite those around us to taste and see that the Lord 
is good, while it is called to-day, knowing how 
soon the night cometh where in no man can work. 

O God count us worthy of this calling, and ful- 
fil all the good pleasure of thy goodness, and the 
work of faith with power : that the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in us, and we 
in Him, according to the grace of our Clod, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

THOU that hearest prayer— Through him who 
is the great Intercessor, let our prayer come before 
Thee as incense^ and the lifting up of our hands as 
the evening sacrifice. We bless Thee as our Cre- 
ator, the framer of our bodies, and the former of 
our souls within us. We praise Thee for the bles- 
sinjgB of thy providence, which encompass us on ev- 
eiy side, and are continued to us notwithstanding 
our qnworthiness. Thou hast not only given us 
life and favour, but thy visitation hath preserved 
our spirit, and secured our personal and relative 
comforts. 

But above all, we thank Thee for thine unspeak- 
able gift. Herein is love, not that we loved Gody 
•but mat he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for obr sins . Here out ViO'^e'^ foA ^Si- 
dmage; here belieying we enter VtiVo t^V\\v««e 
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O may our souls be united to tfeis Saviour by a di- 
vine faith ; be the bead and we tlie members ; he 
the vine and we the branches. May we be bis dis* 
ciples and learp of him ; bis soldiers, and war tin- 
(.ler his banner ; his beneficiaries, and live upon his 
lullness. Wlien we think of our transgressions of 
thy law, m{\y we remember ^iVn who is the end of 
the law for righteousness. When we feel o«r suii 
may we think of Jtim whose blood cleanseth from 
ail sin ; and when, viewing our trials and duties, 
our weakness makes us despond, may we hear the 
yoice that cries My grace is suflicient for thee, 

]\ray we be followers of him who was meek and 
lowly in heart, who pleased not himself, who went 
about doing pood, who said my meat is to do the 
will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 
Subdue in iis the selfishness ^.hat is so common to 
our depraved hearts, and excite in us a disposition 
to seek after the welfare. of others. May senti- 
ments of benevolence and kindness, mingle with all 
our thoughts, words and actions ; may they become 
more natural, more powerful, more impartial ; may 
we be good to the unthai^ful aad the unworthy, 
that we may be the children of our Father who is 
in heaven, for he makctb his sun to ^ine on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and the unjust 

Yet may we especially do good unto them thai 

are of the household of faith. May all who do the 

will of our heavenly Father, be dear to our hearts. 

May we prefer Jerusalem above our chief joy. 

Peace be within her walls, and prosperi^ within 

her palaces. Let her become a praise in the whole 

earth. And from the rising of the sun to the going 

do\vh of the same, may thy name be great among 

the Gentiles, and in eveiy place may incense be 

offered unto Thee, and a pure offering m rightieous- 

^^ss. The harvest truly is great, but the Uwwftti 

f^^^ ; command their increase ; and ab\nv^tft 

-^ ^^^^ ^ose fvbo are already employed. 
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JSbd'maj ttie sineentv of our prayers appear in 
toreaeftioBi aad sacrifices^ May we honour the 
Lov^with our substance. In our respective stations • 
naj'ffe adorn the doctrine of (Tod our Saviour in. 
aliUkincs^- By ereiy^kind of consistent co-opera- 
tioiMHUi our ministers, may we become helpers- to 
te treU^r <>^ canying the effects of the sermons - 
wekeir, and dispensing them among those who re- 
fine till heai^ win them without the word. May we 
aefep hide it in a napkin, because we have only 
•or telent f. but use what we have, that more may 
be (pven-; and be concerned to obtain fix>m the 
Xiii%»-ef'alK the approving sentence, of our having. 
doBTwhat we ooufcl. And may we never despipe 
tt^&y of small tilings^;: never grew weair in well 
dcMQ^^. but cherish widi patience, as well as with. 
ince^ every serious conviction, cveiy piou» 

JDcy, evciy godly imi>ression. 

And' let us not labour in vain^ nor spend our 
stl^eqgtbi for nought May we be the honoured in- 
strnoMJits-of saving some soul from death ; and of 
IKodiiciqg:joy,.m.&e presence of the angels of God^. 
efcroBe- sinner that repenteth; 

jUioveal]. J«nder us successful among those who 
arr'nore fonv under our instruction, influence and. 
JUidkMrity; May we rule well our own house ; and 
kiTetlie Dleasure to see all the members of our 
fiunflv,. fellow eitjzens with tiie saints, and of the 
lioinMioid of Grod; Of whom, .and through whom, 
eo&lo idMNn, are all diings. To whoBi- be gloiy 
fiircwr and ever. Amen^ 



THURSDAY MORNINGT. 

6'fiOlCDi Thou art good, and Thou doest good, 
Theahast levelled fty self a^ ti\^ w\\sv* ;sS: "Qcfi^ 
«^.a|pm Tliee, to aft that cdW^Witt'WsMi/^ 
tear, iffitj^^pi^f^o now addxeas T\^^ 
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the heirs of this promise ; nor suffer us, to incur 
the reproach of drawii^ near to Thee, withUhe 
mouth, and honouring Thee with our lips, while 
our hearts are far from Thee. Unite pur nearts to 
fear th^ name ; and grant -that we may worship 
Thee, m the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh. ' We remeit- 
ber that we are sinners, and acknowledge the mul- 
titude and aggravations of our offences. Conscious 
not only of the reality, but the greatness of our 
guilt, we could indulge no hope, hadst not Thou 
exhibited thy infinite benevolence, and revealed a 
Mediator, in whom Thou art reconcilii^the world 
unto thyself, not imputing their tresspasses* unto 
them. 

Thou hast not left thyself without witness, in that 
Thou hast been doii^ us good, and giving us rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts 
with food and gladness. But herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Blessed 
be thy name, we have all the certainty we could 
desire, that with Thee there is mercy. That mer- 
cy the publican sought, and found ; thoU mercy — 
has never disappointed any that trusted in it '^ thai 
rnercy — at this very moment, cries to us — ^Ask and 
it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find. O 
3 Lord, we avail ourselves of thy invitation,, and 

plead thy promise. According to the multitude 
of thy tender mercies, blot out our transgressions. 
Create in us, also, a clean heart, and renew a right 
spirit within us. 

We hope we are convinced, that while man^ 

things are desirable, and some useful, one thing is 

needful; and that instead of the inquiry, mat 

shall I eat, and what shall I drink, and wherewithal 

shall I be clothed, the supreme anxiousness of the 

soul is, wiiat must I do to be saved? O visit u» 

frith thy saivation ; in the \\\um\i\aLl\ou o^ Wv^tWixA, 

^nd the sanctification of the Vifc ; w a\\ \W cowi- 
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forts of the Holy Ghost,. and in all the fruits of the 
spirit. May we willingly ohey all thy commands, 
and cheerfully submit to all thy appointments. In 
the annihilation of self-will, and in the temper of 
implicit devotedness, may we, as to every duty, 
say, Lord, what wilt thou have me .to do ? And 
as to every event, here 1 am, let Him do what 
seemeth Him good. Grant us piety and wisdom 
to accommodate ourselves to the allotments of lil'c ; 
and enable us to maintain a christian temper and 
behaviour in all the changing scenes oi provi- 
dence, that all things may work together, if not 
for our gratification, yet for our good. 

Maj we disengage ourselves from the present 
evil world, and be received- and acknowledged as 
the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty. 
May the righteous be our attractions and delight ; 
ana though few in number, and despised by the 
foolish and wicked, may we ^o with them^ because 
God is. with them : and like Moses may we choose 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. 

May we walk by faith, and not by sight. May 
we weigh both worlds, and may the future and the 
eternal, preponderate ; and may this be our grow- 
ing experience as well as profession — as for me, 
Iwill behold thy face in righteousness, I shall be 
satisfied when I awake with thy likeness. 

By thy mercies we renew this morning the con- 
secration of ourselves to thy service. Go forth 
with us into the concerns of the day. Keep us in 
all our ways. Innumerable are our dangers ; but 
the greatest of all is sin. Uphold our goings 
therefore in thy word, and let no iniquity have 
dominion over us. May we abstain from all ap- 
pearance of evil ; and the very God of peace sanc- 
tify us wholly ; and may our whole spirit, and 
soul, and body, be preserved b\am^\e?;?» wx^^ ^^ 
^omii^ofom Lord .Tesus Christ 
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And to God only ivise,'lhe Father, ihe '"i _„ 
ttlKiHoly Gbost, be ascr&d all honour and ^ 
ffor> ever, and ^ver. Amen. 



THURSDAY EyJENINCL 

• ' O i^oD, thy "'-gjeatness is > unsearchable* 
>name is tnost excellent in all the earth. "! 
1 hast «et:thy %^^jy above the ^leavens. 'Thou 
Mninist<H' ^nto Thee, and ten rtbouaand rtime 

fliousand stand before 'Thee. We-feel'Ouii 

In -thine awful presence to be ^nothing, less 
inothing and ^vanity ; nor do me 'presume ii 
^proach Thee, because we are deseEviogofrtl: 

tke— for we have sinned— ^we hare incuii«< 
.righteous displeasure — we acl^nowledge, ^laf 
;«rt justified -wben Thou speakest,. andxleari 

!rhoujudge6t. 

^Buit our .necessities «eoinpel '^as-; -and ifay 
!.iBise»eB€eorageus. 'Tbou;artnig;htinte&0D 
rai&of a broken heftft, and savest -Jw:ifa;^iM 
«e«n^4te spirit. ' Tboii hast provided^and 'few 
ra Jffediator, wlio has not only obeyed, but « 
;fied the law, . and made it booourarjle ; and " 
tfiaat made us, accepted in the beloved. As 

behold an innumerable multitude returning 

/'ihy throne, successful, rejoicing, and .eneouf 

( US : to . go forward. They were not, : thowj 

guilt and indigence, refused, or : upbraided 
. Me^ly obtained pardon, and holiness,. and '■ 
<e€usness, and strength, and were -blessed mi 
^spiritual Wessings in heavenly places in Chri 
^O look Thou ^upon usi, and be.'mercifulim 

as^lhou'usest to do^unto those. that fov« tl^^t 
< Convince usof sin in its .penahy.y and in itssj 

tioD, ; and jnay -we maura-over it with, a gddr 
TOfv. •Give us -that faifh by >\«Y\\tVvy?^ Aa 
'^naWed to befieve on the'liofdJewasCVsai!^ 
^heUering:, i3a<re Jife tbiwiigb Viis.r»»«*-. 
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And may we not only have life, but Lave it 
more abundantly. We often question the reality 
of our grace ; but the imperfections of our religion 
are too obvious, not to be acknowledged, and too 
great, not to be deplored. Our souls cleave qnto 
the dust ; quicken Thou us according to thy word. 
Strengthen in us the things that are ready to die. 
May we not only live in the spirit, but walk in the 
spirit. By holy resemblances, may we put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; may the same mind be in us 
which was also in Him ; and may we feel it to be 
our dignity and delight to go about doing good. 

And as He suffered for us, leavir^ us an exam- 
ple, that we should tread in his steps, may we learn 
to suffer like Him. When reviled, may we revile 
not a^in,but commit ourselves to Him that ju(^- 
eth righteously. Whoever may be the instrument 
of our grief, may we never lose sight of an over- 
rulii^ agency, inprepaiing and presenting it ; but 
be able to say. The cup which my Father giveth 
me shall I not drink it ? In our patience may we 
possess our souls, that we may be calm to inquire, 
wherefore Thou contendest with us ; that weep- 
ine may not hinder sowing, nor sorrow duty. 

We live in a world of changes, and have here no 
^ntinuing ciiY ; ma}r we seek one to come, and 
have our mind!s kept in perfect peace, being staid 
upon God. Be with us to the end of our journey ; 
■ and after honouring Thee, by the life we have 
lived, may we glorify Thee, by the death we 
shall die. When heart and flesh fail, be Thou 
the strength of our heart, and our portion for ever ; 
ai death may wc fall asleep in Jesus, and in tiie 
rooming of the resurrection may He charge our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like his own 
l^lorious body, and so may we be for ever with 
the Lord. 

Who can i/ndcrsta nd bis eiroTS*l Yvst^Ys^^^ 
Oed, the sins of. the past day, in \Vio>smV^N^cst^ 
^^ deed, against thy divine i^^^e^Vv. Vs'e.XAe'^ 
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Thee lor out pr<S9ervation, in our goine out afid 
our coming in, and in all our ways— ana we bless 
Thee for all the supplies and indulgences, whidi 
thy good providence has afforded us. 

And now, O Thou keeper of Israel, we cotmnit 
our souls and our bodies to thy all-sufficient care. 
Suffer no evil to befall our persons, and no plague 
to come nigh our dwellii^. May our sleep be 
sweet— or if Thou boldest our eyes wakings may 
we remember Thee, upon our bed, and meditate 
on thee, in the night watches. 

And with the innumerable company, who never 
slumber nor sleep, and who rest not d[ay and night, 
we would join in ascribing blessing, and honour, 
and gloiy, and power, unto Him tlmt sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb/ for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

O THOU, whose name alone is Jehovah, the 
most high over all the earth. When we consider 
thy majesty and thy purity, and reflect upon otir 
meanness and guilt, how shall we come before the 
Lord, or bow before the high God ? We are un- 
worthy of th^ notice, and have rendered ourselvei 
justly obnoxious to the curse of thy holy law — 
and wert Thou to judge us according to our de- 
sert — ^the most innocent periods of our life, and 
the devoutest services in which we have ever been 
^[^aged, would make us shrink back with dread 
and despair from thy presence* But we are en- 
couraged to approach Thee, bv the revelatioQ 
Thou nast given us of thyself as the Lord God gra» 
cjoas and merciful, the invitations and promiaea of 
^ vrord, and tfie meditatidn of thy deax^oft, W^ 
rffolce that He put away 9in,by l3he sacnfe«»^^ 
nmself, and beiv raised from ttie deaiA etiX^t^ 
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the holy place, there to appear in the pre- 
i of God for us. We rejoice that we have 
an Advocate with the Father to plead our 
;, and a great High Priest over the house of 
God, to introduce our persons and our services. 
^%May we therefore draw near in full assurance of 
fiuth, believing that all things are now ready : that 
we are as welcome, as we are needy ; and that 
the blessings we implore, are as gracious, as they 
aie great. Yea, Thou deligbtest in mercy, and 
hast not only permitted, but commanded us to ask, 
and receive, tnat our joy may be full. O let us 
■ot refuse to be comforted ; let us not reject the 
CQUDsd of God against ourselves. Suffer us not 
after provoking Thee, by our rebellion, to ofiend 
Thee, still more by our unbelief. May we honour 
thy goodness, by our confidence in. toy veracity, 
and come and take of the water of life freely. 
Hay we wait for no (qualifications, to entitle us to 
those provisions, which must be bought without 
■HViey, and without price ; but may we come as 
we are--guilty to be justified, unholy to be renew- 
ed, blind to be enlightened, weak to be streiw^n- 
ed, aed indigent to be relieved and enriched. As 
Tbou ue presentii^ to us, in the offers of the gos- 
pel, tfaj^ unspeakable gift, ma^ we receive Christ 
Jesus me Lord. May we receive Him immediate- 
^ without delay, coroially without reluctance, and 
iBBpertially without exception — feeling our need 
ct, and acquiescing in all his offices, relations, in- 
ftaeocesL and blessii^* 

As Thou art well pleased in thy beloved Son, 
BMj it appear that we are well pleased wiih Hinq ; 
migr we love his salvation, and gloiy in his cross ; 
BMj we admue iHis character and pant after his 
Kkeness. May we* judge of our union with Him, 
Ivy our being new r.reatures, and oC our fceedfiRfi^ 
£wD all coodemnatiiXi, by out w^\W\n^ t«>K. ^^t 
^fcAA but sifier tfa e Spirit. Ma^ vje Vt^ ^»a^ 
PfoetjOes by our prat :tice* and out 1^\^>k^ ^^ 
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works. May the origin and certainty of our hoiye, 
appear in its tendency — ^may it purify us from sin, 
-wean us from the world, and cause us to live with 
our conversation in heaven. 

And blessed with a well founded persuasion, 
that when He, who is our life, shall appear, we 
shall also appear with him in glory ; may we bear 
with patience, the trials attached to this present 
time ; and weep as if we wept not. And know- 
ir^ our obligations to thy gra<:;e, which has de- 
livered our souls from the lowest hell, and is ip- 
fallibly conductii^ us to such a vastness of felicity, 
may we be principally concerned to walk before 
the Lord in the land of the living, and to show 
forth all His praise* Whether therefore we eat 
or drink, or wnatever we do, may we do all to the 
gloiy of God. 

But we cannot trust in our own hearts ; we dare 
not rely upon our convictions and purposes — ibey 
have often betrayed us. We can only serve tbwj 
in thy own strength. We can walk bo ^ulber ihin 
Thou leadest us'; we can stand no longer than 
Thou boldest us. We therefore renounce self- 
dependency ; and desire to be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his migjht. Let thy grace be 
sufficient for us in the duties and evenSi of ttie 
day, into which we have entered. May we abide 
with God in our respective callings. Whether we 
are alone, or in company, may we be anxious to 
gain good, and to do good. May we be serioiw 
without gloom, and cheerful without levity^. 

And, now unto Him that is able to keep us from 
falling, and to present us faultlepis before th^ pre- 
sence of his glory with exceedin'g joy ; to the only 
wise God our Saviour, b6 glory and majesty, dK>» 
minion and power, both now a/id ever. Ameit 
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FRIDAY EVJINING 

iOooD, the day iff thine, the uigiit also is thine. 
Imw makest the outgoings of the morninif.aDd 
reDiBg; to rejoice. The heavens declare thj 
a^ — the earth is full of thy riches, and so is tfale 
leat and wide sea. Thou art the makec, and 
■teiner, and proprietor of all.thin^^ >We are 
0- creatures of thy po^er, and the Denefioisxies 
r>11^ bounty. But we have -sinned aeaiBst.lK»ii€n 
id l)eibre Thee, and not worthy of the leasts 
I rtbe mercies, and of all. the truth which Thou 
■St showed us. We are of those .that j«bel 
IBinst the light; for we have resisted tbedic- 
Ktos of our consciences, the demands of 'thy Jaw, 
le -admonitions of thy providence,, and rthe^calla 
h&e £espel ef peace. VV« have made W^tii of 
MMO things -which aogekdestre to look mtoc; ifve 
Vie rtwglected \\fi ^ftai salvation, and .we tdo* 
■werlhat thy wrath should jsome.upon(tit9.as. die 
bildreo-of disobedience. 

(But we are In the kfid ofibelhping,.^^}!^!!!^^ 
;ffispenflation of hope. We- flee .for. refuge to4faat 
6or. Saviour, who said, 'deliver him fi»m .goings 
iowD into the pit, I have found a ransom, anaVho 
Inself bore our sin in his- own body oothetvce. 
l-.fluit-we may be ibund in him, and -know 4be 
lower of bis resurrection,, and the :fet]owsLipx)f 
m 'Sufferings, being made confornuible .unto .<hi6 
leath. May we not only be justified by his bbod, 
nd -saved from wrath tnrou{di Him ; but may •we 
ienve from him an influence, that -shall subdue 
sir • iniquities, and change us into his -Awn image, 
rem glory to glory, as by the Spirit of uie 
jord. 

^Deliver iis we pray Thee, from the views antl 
lispasitions, of uion t»f the worldvX«!^tt \;«N^Afe«A\ 
ortioQ in ibis lU'^, May we nevw \wi>L W ^'i^- 
r earth, which cm oR^y Vve .^ouft\ >.w ^Ms»s^.v^ 
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Bom from above, ^nd bound for glory, may we 
feel the heart of a stranger, and pass the time of 
our sojourning here in fear. Reminded — and, O, 
haw (men are we reminded ? that here we have 
«o continuing city, may we seek one to come ; 
and in all toe changing scenes of time, know in 
ourselves, that in heaven, we have a better and an 
enduring substance. 

In our journey ings through a vale of tears, 
cast us not away from thy presence, and take not 
thy Holy Spirit from us. Be Thou always within 
sight, or within call ; for how often shall we have 
to address Thee ? To thy wisdom we must re- 
pair for direction, or we shall every moment go 
astray. Thy power is our only safety. O Thou 
that savest by uy right hand, them that put their 
trust in Thee, from those that rise up . against 
them, keep us as the apple of the eye, and hide 
us under the shadow of thy wing. Be Thou our 
strength in weakness, and our victoiy in conflict. 
We dare not say, we never mZZ deny Thee ; but 
O erant that we never may. Establish our hearts 
wiu grace, and deliver our feet from falling ; and 
may we be sincere and without offence, until. the 
day of Christ. 

These are great blessings for us to ask ; but we 
are undone for ever without them, and Thou bast 
encouraged us to hope. We plead thy command 
and thy promises. Ask and it shall be given you, 
seek ana ye shall find, knock and it shall be 
opened unto you. No suppliant, however un- 
worthy, or guilty, was ever rejected, or insulted 
at thy footstool ; and we come in the name of Him 
who made intercession for the transgression. Him, 
Thou hearest always, and to Him, with th^ Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Spirit, be praises for ever and 
ever. Amen 
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SATURDAY MORNING. 

O God, Thou art great, and greatly to be feared. 
And Thou art, also, merciful and gracious, long- 
niffiering and abundant in goodness and in truUi. 
May we so feel our sinfulness, as to be humbled 
intne dust before Thee, and filled with self-con- 
demnation and self-despair ; but let us not shrink 
btck from thy presenci^, and be afraid to place 
our faith and hope in God. Help us to remember, 
that if we have no claim, on the footing of desert, 
ire can plead thy promise, and invitation ; and 
that if the blessings we want are infinitely great, 
they are dispensed as ^ifts, where freeness delights 
in the unworthiness ot the receiver. 

We, therefore, would neither deny, nor palliate 
our guilt. We know there is evil enough in one 
sin to plunge us into perdition ; but our offences 
are more in number than the sand ; and they have 
been attended ^vith every aggravation, derivable 
fronl h'ght and love, means and mercies. Thou 
hast called, and we have refused; Thou hast 
stretqhed out thy hand and we have not regarded. 
How often hast Thou wooed and awed, blessed 
and chastised us ; and yet we refused to return. 
O Lord, pardon our iniquity, for it is greajt. Let 
(be free gift be of many offences unto justification 
of life ; and .where sin has abounded, grace may 
much more abound. 

And as we cannot serve or enioy Thee, unless 
OUT nature be charged, as well as our state, O 
save us by the wasbii^ of regeneration, and by 
tbe renewing of the Holy Ghost. Deliver us from 
the dominion, as well as the course of sin ; and 
from the love of it, as well as the dominion. May 
we reckon ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord* 
May fve view holiness as the beaxily ^xA^'^ ^- 
*fty of the sou}, and long after greaXct ^•^^tfe^'^ ^'^ 
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oonfonDitJr to the will and the ima|;e of €ro<i^ 
May our hope purify us, and otir relig^oas- com^ 
for6 stimulatej as^ well as relieve.. Mk j we neyei 
slumber;. and lose our roM ; never sleepy and like 
Saul- be robbed of our spear and our cruse.' May 
wewatbband pray^.lest we enter into temptation. 
When' we grow irulolent^ and careless, awakeiv us 
by liwly apprehensions of thy presence ^ and> pf 
the eternal world, on the bordera of whtch^ we 
perpetually move ; may we feel the infinite im- 
portance of improving the few transient periods, 
mtenreniog. between us and death ;: may we daily 
andihowly answer seme of the grand purposes of 
life- and iel%ion* May every place and- every 
company be the better for us. Alay we diffiise 
knowile%e an;! happiness by our conversation, 
example, and infiuence \ and like our Lord and 
SaviouF go about doing good. 

Whatever advawtagjes we possess?, may we 
never fi)iget,t!iat this is- not our rest. May W9 
arise and depart hence, not by quitting* our sta 
tion8,.or undervaluing the duties attachea to them, 
but by rising above the world, as our portioiH set- 
ing our afiections on things abovej and having oux 
conversation in heaven; Expecting a succession 
of eneoonters in passing throi^h an enemy's hmd, 
may we take to us the whole annour of God: and 
IboKiBg ibr (Iioms and briars- in our marchine! 
thro^gn a wilderness, may our feet be shodwitti 
the preparation ef the gospel of peace; 

Fit tor every changing scene ; and in all- the 

events that would alarm or perplex us,.inay om 

minds- be staged upon God,. and our thoughts- be 

est^Iislied. May we- remember tfaa^ trials' fron 

&y band'.are blessings in disguise, and that wbec 

tfaiey oome to-be unveiled,. aiKl we can > view tfama 

wtfieur- designs and effectswj^ey will draw ferti 

^argntiitude Md praise. Till we can walk hj 

^ff^, mmbh ue towaJk by fkith >. and ma^ nc^^ 

^eaMea out peaoasiony tfiat all ttiy ivaya ate nw 
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and truth to thy people ; and that all thiqgs 
ark together for good to them that love Thee. 
We would not foreet those who are in afflic- 
tt— Do not Thou, O God foiget theni. What- 
er be theu- losses or distress, nelp them to say, 
1 the Lord thinkiiig upon me : and may they 
QW, that thy thoughts towards them are thoughts 
peace, and not of evil, to bring them to an ex- 
cted end, though it may be by a painful pas- 
je. Comfort those who are on beds of lang[uish- 
^. Enter the bouse of mourning. Be the lather 

the fatherless, and the husband of the widow, 
i the friend, and helper of the poor and needy— 
d have mercy upon all men. 
Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

God — Thou art glorious in holiness, fearful 
praises, continually doing wonders. And it is 

t one of the least oi thy wonderful works, that 

1 are yet on this side an awful eternity, and not 
apii^ the due reward of our deeds. We look 
I each other this evening with astonishment, and 
:claim, it is the Lord's mercies that we are not 
osumed. Our whole life has been a scene of 
07ocation against thy divine majesty; and if 
» with all our ignorance and seli-love, can see 

much depravity in ourselves, what must have 
Bsented itself to thy view — O Thou who know* 
t all things, in whose sight the veiy heavens are 
it clean, ana vdio seest more pollution, even in 
or duties, than we ever found in our sins ! There 
DO health in us. We have no works or wortbi- 
tsB to excite thy regard ; and if ever we are 
Ted, it must be according to \hy crn\!i "^ox^KiHb 
fi grace, given us in Cbiist lesoa^VseifiRfc'^^ 
ria began. 
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We come to Thee in the dear name of liin 
who loved us, and gave himself for us ; who mag 
nified the law and made it honourable ; who pu 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself; and nov 
ever liveth to make intercession for us, Thi 
foundation, Thou thyself hast laid in Zion, an< 
thy word assures us, that whosoever believeth oj 
Him, shall not he confounded. We hope our de 
pendence upon Him is not a vain reliance, because 
we love his service as well as his sacrifice, am 
lone to wear his -image, as well as to be justifiec 
by nis blood. We hope we are willii^ to den^ 
ourselves, and take up our cross and follow Him— 
in the regeneration — and whithersoever He goeth 

O make us partakers of that salvation which i: 
designed to deliver us from our sins, and to brim 
us into the glorious liberty of the children of God 
Put thy laws into our mmds, and write them ji 
our hearts, and render our obedience to thy wil 
holily natural, and delightful to us. Rectify al 
our principles, and give us clear and consistent 
and influential views of divine truth. May wi 
never undervalue or neglect any part of thy re- 
vealed will ; but regard the practice the gospe 
enjoins, as well as the doctrine it exhibits ; pnzc 
its commands, as well as its promises ; and culti< 
vate such a disposition, as will render eveiy re- 
ligious duty a spiritual privilege. 

Sanctify us in every relation, office, transdctioD, 
and condition in life. Keep us, if we prosper 
from being exalted above measure ; and if exer- 
cised with adversity, suffer us not to be swallowed 
up of over-much sorrow. May divine grace pn* 
serve the balance of the mind iif all our vaiying 
circumstances, and teach us, in whatf^^'ver state 
we are, not onJjr to be content, but tr glorifr Gkxi, 
and be an edifying example to tho*"^ aivouna m. 
May Ffe always be principally concerned ^ot 
^oul-prosperity, and be wUlii^ vo sa\itft\\. \.o wsi 
weans, however trying, that tV\y Wx^Aoxix ^ 
rndge /7<?cp.ssarv, to t)romotp and s^ruie \t. ?^ 
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we 80 pass through tilings temporal, as not to miss 
^ose that are eternal, at last, or to lose sight of 
theiD) for a moment, now. Too long have our 
feet and our hands been in the mire ; O disen- 
gage US) purify u^, elevate us ; our souls cleave 
unto the dust, quicken Thou us accordii^ to thy 
word. May none of our mercies be lost upon us ; 
but may they prove the means of exciting our 
gratitude, warming our devotion, and encouraging 
our con6dence. May none of our trials be unim- 
proved— s-may they all embitter sin, wean us from 
the world, and endear to us the Scriptures, the 
throbe of grace, and the sympathy of that Al« 
mighty friend who is touched with the feeling of 
our iimrmities. 

Maj none of our religious opportunities be un- 
sainctificd. May we be thankful for the frequency 
of their recurrence ; may we gladly avail our- 
selves of them ; and instead of resting in the mere 
outwaid performance, may we be concerned to 
worship Thee, in spirit and in truth, and to obtain 
firom toy word, all the benefits it is intended and 
adaptea to afford. 

• For this purpose, we implore thjr blessing on 
tbe solemnities of the Sabbath, which is so soion 
to open upon us. May we in the morning awake 
with Thee, and begin, go through, and end the 
day in thy faith, £ar, and love. May we have 
satisfisictoiy evidence in our own mindfs, that we 
do not wait upon Thee in vain; and may our 
profiting appear unto all men. 

And thus by all the discipline of thy family, 
and the (Hrdinances of thy house, may we grow m 
grace, and in our meetness for the inheritance of , 
uie saints in light. And when the evening of life 
UaeW shall arrive, and we are called to retreat 
from eveiy mortal care, and we close the period 
of toil and trouble, by falling asleep in Jesus; — 
3nd opea our eyes upon the lesl \!k\^X. \^m^w% V^^ 
tbe people ofCfody and enlei \Vie \e\Ko\^ ^^n^A^ 
-go ao more out And may the ?;t?ic^ o\ . %lc,. kw\fc^' 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O Thou King eternal, ani immortal, inFisible, 
dwelling in the light which no man can approach 
unto, ara whom no man hath seen, or can see. 
Thou art incomprehensible, and the highest arch- 
angel cannot find Thee out unto perfection. Yet 
Thou hast been pleased to reveal thyself; and bj 
means of thy word, we behold Thee m every dbar- 
acter and relation that can suit our necessities, or 
encourage our hope. Thy throne is in the hea« 
vens, aM thy kingdom ruleth overall ; and all na 
tioDS before Thee are as nothing ; yet thou conde' 
scendest to regard the thin^ that are done in the 
earth ; and despisest not the prayer even of the 
destitute. Thou art exalted above all blessing 
and praise : our goodness elctendeth not to Thee— 
but unless thine be extended to us, we are undone 
forever. Without Thee we can do nothing; we 
are nothing. In Thee we live, and move, and 
have our being. The way of man is not in him- 
self ; it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps. We are universally indigent and depend- 
ent ; but as Thou art able, so thou art willing, to 
take the chaige of us ; and here we are, the liviqg 
to praise Thee ; and to acknowledge that goodness 
and mercy have followed us all ue days of our 
lives. 

We bJess Thee, that Thou hast regarded our 
aou/s, as well as our bodies ; and no\e«a -^i^fiVdnl 
^r our future interests, than ow Tpte^fexA. '^Vtaiv 
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(here was no eye to pity us, Thou didst remem- 
ber us in our low estate ; and when there was no 
arm to rescue, Thou wast pleased to lay help on 
one Uiat is mighhr ; and thou hast sent thy own 
Son into Uie world, not to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Him might be saved. To 
Him may we turn our believing regards, and find 
in Him the wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption, which, as perishing sinners, we 
need. In all our approaches to Thee, may we 
have boldness, and access, with confidence, by the 
faith of Him. May we know that He has borne 
our fi^f, and carried our sorrow ; and be able to 
r^oice in him as our sacrifice, our sympathising 
firiend, our almighty helper, and our lovely exam- 
ple. May we drink into his spirit. May we tran- 
scribe the excellencies of his character into our 
own. May we place our feet in the very prints 
of hb steps ; and follow Him in the regeneration, 
till we 'Shall be perfectly like Him, and see Him as 
Heis. ^ 

We desire to acknowledge Thee in the dispen- 
satioDS of thy providence ; and to own thy agency 
in all the events that befall us, whether pleasing or 
,painful. Thou hast a right to govern us ; and 
Thou knowest what will best advance our welfare. 
Hay we commit our way unto the Lord, and be 
able to say at thy footstool, in unfeigned submis- 
sion. Here 1 am, let Him do what seemeth Him 
,gooa. If darkness veils thy dealings with us, 
may we trust and not be ah^id ; believing, that 
what we know not now, we shall know hereafter ; 
and that the devek)pement of thy conduct will is- 
sue in perfect satisfaction and praise. 

We bless Thee for the institutions of religion, in 
die use of which Thou hast promised to draw near 
to those that draw near to Thee. We rejoice in 
BUoHher of the days of the Son oi inaiv\ x^*^ ^^ 
catU off our minds from the cares o^ \V\e y^q^Sl^ «!Cw^ 
attend upon the Lord without disVr^cWoxv, Q^xv^^"^ 

5* 
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and elevate our souls, that rising^ above the formal- 
ity of devotion, we may come eveti to thy seat, and 
enjoy a little of the blessedness of those that have 
entered thy temple above, and are sinking the song 
of Moses and the Lamb. We are goin^ to assem- 
ble in the house of prayer — pour upon us the spirit 
of grace and of supplication ; and rank us in ^e 
number of those ^ho hunger and thirst after r^ht- 
eousness. We are going to the house of fpraise*— 
awaken in us every grateful and cheerful emotion, 
and may we speak to ourselves in psalms, and 
bymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in our hearts unto the Lord. We are re- 
pairing to the house of instruction — enable us to re- 
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child. Teach 
us of thy ways. Lead us into all truth. And let 
us be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

For this purpose, let thy presence go with us ; 
and let thy word come to us ; not in word oiily, 
but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance. Bless all the churches of the faithful ; 
and tiie ministers of the everlasting sospel^of ev- 
ery name, and of every nation. Ck>tbe the priests 
with salvation ; and let thy saints shout aloud for 
joy. May our countiy prosper in all her lawful 
interests both domestic ana foreign. Bless the 
chief magistrate of our nation, and all that are in 
authority; may they rule in thy fear, and be 
guided by thy counsel ; and may the people lead 
quiet ana peaceable lives in all godliness and 
honesty. Make us glad according to the days 
niierein Thou hast afflicted us, and the yean 
wherein we have seen evil. Let thy work appear 
unto thy servants, and thy eloiy unto their cfail- 
dren, and let the beauty oTthe Lord our Gk)d be 
^fxm us ; establish Thou the work lof our hand up- 
4Hfus, yea, ibe weak of our band* establialkThoa ijL 
^ur Father, &c. 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 



When we consider the heavens the work of thy 
fiqgjers, and the moon and the stars which Thou 
"(ttSLordained, Lord, what is man, that Thou art 
mteoj^l of him, or the son of man that Thou vis- 
itest biro. In thy sight the heavens are not clean ; 
i-A^ ajMi Thou chargest thine angels with foIly-^With 
what truth therefore 77ia^ we, and with what -hu- 
miliation ought we, to exclaim, behold we are 
vile ! . 

And yet, we believe — help Thou oui unbelief, 
that Thou waitest to be gracious unto us ; and art 
exalted to have mercy upon us. And Christ also 
has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us unto God. Through his 
obedience unto death, even the death of the cros^, 
it is honourable in Thee, to save all that come un- 
to Thee by Him and Thou artiaithful and just, 
as well as CTacious and merciful, in foii^ivin^ us 
our sins, ana in cleansing us from all unnghteous- 
ness. 

We bless thy holy name, for a foundation on 
which the guil^, the depraved and the helpless, 
can build, a hope that maketh not ashamed ; for a 
refuge from the curse of a broken law ; for a foun- 
tain opened for sin, and uncleanness ; and for a 
fiilne«8, from which we can receive, and grace for 
erace We want to appropriate and realize, all 
Uie- representations given of the Saviour in thy 
word ; and to find it to be, in our own experience, 
what thy people have found him to be, in all ages 
of the world. May our persons and our services 
be accepted in the beloved. May we be justified 
freely by thy grace, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus. May we be saved by the 
washim of itineration, and the i«neN9Yo^^^ ^^ 
JfoJjr Ghost We are weary a»4 )aftvr^ \^^«Ci> 
g-fre us rest We are depraved \tv ^\ Q\a V*^' 
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ers— work in us to will and to do of thy gooc 
pleasure. We are ignorant — fill us with know] 
edge of thy will, in all wisdom and spiritual un 
derstanding, that we may approve things that an 
excellent, and be sincere and without offence, til 
the day of Christ. 

Many eyes are upon us — lead us in a plain pat! 
because of our enemies. Many watch for ou; 
halting ; but, may we put to silence the ignoranc< 
of foMish men, and constrain them by our goo( 
woiks. which they behold to glorify God, in thi 
day of visitation. 

Some did run well, but are hindered : they be 
eao in the spirit, but are now walkii^ in the nesh 
We tremble for them — ^and we tremble for our 
selves : we pray for them, and we pray for our 
selves. Recover and restore them., and keep us 
by thy power, tbroi^ faith unto salvation. Ma] 
we never draw back ; never turn aside to the righ 
hand or to the 1^ ; never stand still ; never lool 
back ; never seem to come short 1})rough unbeliei 
but be alwavs abounding in the work of the Lord— 
and so much the more as we see the day approach 

ing^ 

Though we are ignorant of the future, and knov 

not what a day may brii^ forth, keep us froo 

beings of a doubtful mind. May we be careful fo 

nothiis. May we eo on our way rejoicing, per 

suaded that ah thy dispensations are des^ied an< 

adapted to prove, that Thou carest for us. 

^ We can even now, see much of thy wisdom 

righteousness, and kindness, in events, that ono 

perplexed us, and alarmed; and what we knoY 

not now, we shall know hereafter. Soon the m^^ 

teiy of providence will be completed and explain 

ed. Soon shall we have passed these dan an( 

mournful regions ; and then our sun shall no mtm 

go dowDf nor our moon withdraw Vier^lf; CotGck 

«m// he oar everlasting light, and \Vift d«5^ ^ w 

nounnt^ sbai) be «nded. 
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And till we arrive at heaven, our home, may 
we ^ratefull3r avail ourselves of all the advantages 
afforded us in our journey. We bless Thee for 
wilderness privileges ; for the manna ; the streams 
of the smitten rock ; the fiery cloudy pillar ; the 
tabernacle and the ark. We bless Thee for the 
sabbath, the sanctuary, and the ministry of the 
word. We bless Thee for the opportunities we 
have, this day, enjoyed in waiting upon Thee. 
Many who love thy salvation, have passed the sa- 
cred hours, in solitude. Many have had no means 
of grace to invite their attendance. And many 
who have been assembled together, have not heard 
the gospel of the grace of God, in truth. O, let not 
our privileges increase our guilt, and aggravate 
our condemnation, so that it shall be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day of judgment, 
than for tis. Let not the truths we have been 
hearing, visit us only as weekly guests ; but may 
they l^ residents in our hearts. May the word of 
Christ dwell in us richly, in all wisdom. And 
though the exercises in which we have been en- 

gaged are transient, may the effects produced by 
lem be deep and durable ; may the sabbath per- 
vade the week, and the spirit of devotion actuate 
us in the absence of its forms : whether we eat, or 
drink, or whatever we do, may we do all to the 
gloiy of God. 

Bless, O bless the rising generation, the sources 
of future families and communities. When Uie 
clods of the valley shall be sweet about us, may 
they be found a seed to serve Thee. Many of them 
have had the advantage of religious education; 
they have seen pious examples ; Uiey early kneel- 
ed at the domestic altar ; from infancy ther knei^ 
the holy Scriptures, and have often been alarmed, 
often melted under the word preached ; and fre- 
quently have they been ready to ^Mb%cT\V^ ^V^ 
Aeir own hand, and surname lYieYnsfe\N«&\s^ '^ 
mme of Israel. O let not these piomVaVw^ «\fV^«:^' 
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ances and beginnings be destroyed. O, let not the 
wild beast out of the wood, carry off tbe Iambs of 
tbe flock ; but may tbe Shepherd of Israel gather 
them with his arm, and carry them in his bosom. 
Regard all -thy professing churches. Bless them 
with soundness ot doctrine ; purity and liberality 
of discipline ; and sanctity and amiableness of 
charatcter, in their members : and the Lord add 
to his people, how many soever they be, an hun- 
dred fold. Yea, let a little one become a thousand, 
and a small one a strong nation ; and all the fami- 
lies of the earth be blessed in Him — ^wbo is all 
our salvation, and all our desire — to whom be gloiy 
and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 

O Thou King eternal, immortal, and invisible— 
we would adore Thee, and take shame to our- 
selves : and though allowed to approach thy di- 
vine ms^es^, we would never fois^et tbe sentiments 
of humiliation and contrition, which become such 
creatures as we are. Father! we have sinned 
against heaven and in thy sight, and are. not wor- 
tbjT to be called thy children : we are not worthy 
of the least of all thy mercies. Yea, we have 
merited thy displeasure : and thy righteousness 
would be completely acquitted in our destruction. 

O, for hearts of flesh ! Lord, produce in us that 

sensibility of soul, which will lead us to feel our 

vileness, to deplore our guilt, and to cast ourselves 

at thy feet, abhorring ourselves, and rei)entli^ ia 

dust and ashes. Ana impart to us that &ith, which 

will enable us, to hope in thy word, and derive 

stropg consolation from the invitations and mo* 

m/iges of tbe goBj^l. We are come to imploie 

/Ae greatest blessings the God of love can ^Ne •, 

>^^/ our application is not pre^nmptiom x '^^li «Wi 
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come lo call Thee, Abba Father, to enter thy 
house, to sit down at thy table, to lean on thy ann, 
to walk with God ; but we are not come unbidden 
or uncalled : Thou hast called us by thy grace ; 
and it is thy connnandment that we should believe 
on the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ. Lord, we 
assent, we submit, we depend, we apply. Since 
He came into the world to save sinners, we take 
Him as (mr Saviour; and gloiy in Him, as made 
of Thee, to us wisdom and righteousness, sancti- 
fication and redemption. 

And, O, may our minds be fixed and filled with 
admiring thoughts of his person and offices \ may 
our hearts be inflamed with a sense of his bouna- 
less compassion and love. By the new and living 
way which he has not only revealed but conse- 
crated for us, may we come to Thee ; and ei^oy 
all the advantages of a state of reconcileation and 
friendship with God. May the most open and 
familiar mtercourse, be maintained, between Thee 
and our souls. To Thee may we commit our way 
and our works ; and in every thing by prayer and 
supplication make known our requests unto God ; 
ana be Thou always near, to guide us and to de- 
fend ; to relieve us in trouble, and to help us in 
duty. And may we walk humbly with our Grod ; 
wondering at the condescension, that deigns to 
T^rd our mean affairs ; the patience, that bears 
with our manners ; and the kindness, that employs 
so many means to advance our everlasting welfare. 

We grieve to think, that a world so lull of thy 
bounty, should be so empty of thy praise. O, 
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and Tot his wonderful works to the children of men. 
Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his 
dominion, bless the Lord, O my soul. 

Again thy visitation hath preserved our spirits. 

Throitt^h the dark and silent waldiesot VWxsASi^^ 

TTiou Bast suffered no evQ to befaW ^i^^^oicit ^s^ 

plague to come nigh our dweftVng. hsAx^^.'w^i 
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not only the living to praise Thee, this morning : 
but the distinguished, and the indulged. Many 
who have seen the light of the day, as well as our- 
selves, are encompassed with want, and pain, and 
wretchedness ; but we have all things richly to 
enjoy. 

Tnou takest pleasure in the prosperity of thy 
servants ; may we always take pleasure in the ad- 
vancement of thy glory. Thou art never weary 
in doin^ us good ; may we never grow weaiy in 
well domg. Thy mercies are new every morning ; 
every morning, by thy mercies, may we present 
our Dodies a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable, 
which is our reasonable service. 

And to the God of our salvation, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed, the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

O THOU, in whose presence an&;els bow, and 
arch-angels veil their faces, enable us to serve 
Thee, with reverence and godly fear. O Thou, 
who art a Spirit, and requirest truth in the inward 
parts, help us to worship Thee in spirit and in 
truth. O righteous Father, we would not come to 
Thee harbouring the love of any sin in our bosoms : 
for thou hast assured us, that if we regard inquity 
in our hearts, Thou wilt not hear us. We must 
address thee as sinners ; but we acknowledge our 
traogression, and our sin is ever before us : we de- 
sire to have nothing more to do with idols ; we 
hate eveiy false way ; and loi^ to be Israelites in- 
deed, in whom is no guile. 
Nor would we, O God, appear in thy presence^ 
y^uJeing a worldly temper, and seeVvn^ ^.^Bt «x 
abundance of those things, W^al a^oxd tvq ^>2«&^« 
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tiun in the possession, and perish in tlie usii^. 
After all these things do tlic Gentiles seek, and 
our heavenly Fatlier, knoweth >vhat thii^ we 
have need of, before we ask him ; iind will ad- 
minister them as our wants and welfare may re- 
quire. We are haslcninp: towards an hour, which 
will show us the vanity of all earthly pursuits and 
possessions. When a few more suns have rolled 
iiver us, it will be a mattc^r of indifference, whether 
we have been rich or \HH)r ; successful in our en- 
terprises, or disappoint(^d ; admired of our fcllow- 
ireatures, or despised : but it will be of eternal 
noment to us, that we have mourned for sin ; tliat 
ft'e have hungered and thirsted after righteousness ; 
diat we have loved the Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
ferity, and gloried in his cross. 

May these objects, therefore, however despised 
t>f men, engross our chief solicitude. May we la- 
bour for that meat, which endureth unto everlasting 
lite ; may we lay up treasure in heaven ; may we 
seek tlie honour that coineth from God only. O, 
remember us with tlie favour thou bearest unto 
thy people, and visit us with thy salvation. De- 
liver us from the condemnation of the law, and the 
bondage of corruption, and bring us into the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God. Justify us 
freely from all things, and renew us in the spirit of 
our minds. Produce in us those principles and 
dispositions, which will render thy ser\'ice perfect 
freedom ; and make it our meat to do the will of 
our heavenly Father, and to finish his work. 

ExfNel from our minds all sinful fear and shame, 
and with firmness and courage may we confess the 
Redeemer before men, and go forth to Him with- 
out the camp, bearing his reproach. And mav 
our zeal be accordir^ to knowledge. Fill us with 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding. May we 
walk circumsj>ect)y . May we never V^Vl^ ^ 'wnsw? 
course, or a ivrwjg step. May \svi \^.v\\>w^ ^ 
»th/mr, ir/7/io(jf askin;r counse\ u\ Gov\. \>i\SJCi' 
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prejudice, may we repair to the Scriptures, and 
kneeling before the divine oracles, ask, Lord, 
what wilt Thou have me to do ? Ma^ we faith- 
fully study our conditions and connexions in life, 
ana ol|serve eveiy dispensation of thy providence, 
that wSmay see how we can honour Thee in our 
body and spirit, and serve our generation accord- 
ingjto the will of God. 

Thou hast commanded us to be pitiful, and to 
pray for all men. We would remember, that 
evei^ moment of pleasure to us, is a moment of 
anguish to some ; and that while our health and 
our relative comforts are continued, many are con- 
fined to beds of languishing, or sighing. Lover 
and friend hast tlK)u put from me, and mine ac- 
quaintance into darkness. In the multitude of 
tneir thoughts within them, may thy comforts de- 
light their souls ; and if not in the sufierins, yet 
in the review of their trials, may they be able to 
say, " It is good for me that I have been afflicted." 
Let not the prosperity of the successful destroy 
them : or the table of tlie indulged, prove a snare. 
In every state may the voice be heara and obeyed, 
arise and depart hence, for this is not your rest. 

We know not what a day may brii^ forth ; yet 
we would not be anxious in prospect of the future, 
nor perj^lex ourselves with that care about events, 
which, it is our duty and privilege, to cast upon 
Him, who careth for us. We would keep our 
xninos in perfect peace, being stayed upon Thee. 
Assure us, that nothing can befafi us without tiiy 
permission, appointment, and administration ; as- 
sure us that Thou hast engaged to make all thii^ 
woik together for our good — say to our hearts, I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee. 

• •v. 

Gnat us thj coanseli for oar raid* ; ^j. 

And Uien receive ni to ihj bliss ; [wi 

AU car deans and hopes bende« •V'.A -: ^ 
.4ivikijit tod cold coinp«nd^i:\htlaAft« * N'''^ 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 

O THOU God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Ja- 
cob ; the God of all the righteous, and QJ^jti that 
hanger and thirst after righteousness : bleSed are 
the people that are in such a case, yea. happy is 
the people whose God is the Lord. May we be 
fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers 
of j^ promise, in Christ, by the gospel. 

.We nope in thy word. There we see thee, not 
on a tiirone of judgment, whose term would make 
us afraid, but on a throne of grace, waiting to be 
gracious, and exalted to have mercy. There we 
bear Thee sayii^, not — " depart ye cursed into 
ererlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels/' but — ^^ look unto me and be ye saved, 
alTthe ends of the earth, for 1 am God and there 
18 Done else." They that know thy name, will put 
their trust in thee, for thou Lord hast not forsaken 
tfaem that seek thee. How many glorified in 
heaven, and what numbers now livinjg on earth, 
are thy witnesses, O God, exemplifying in their 
recoveiY from the ruins of the fall, the freeness, 
and riches, and efficacy, of thy grace. All that 
were ever saved, were saved by thee, and will 
through eternity, exclaim. Not unto us, O Lord, 




and rich unto all, that call upon thee. Thou hast 
the same ear to hear, the same heart to pity* the 
same hand to deliver. 

But thou hast chosen to transact all thy concerns 
with us through a Mediator, fn Him, it hath 
pleased thee, that all fuhiess should dwell. Him 
thou hast exalted at thy own right hand, to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto 
Imeland remission of sins. 
^?^f^'P therefore may we look; on H\m T&X!? 
9fe entirely depend : and in Him, w\t\\ a\\ Wifc ^^^^ 
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it' Israel, may we be justified and glorified. May 
-ve know how to derive relief tVom hi* sufferings, 
without losing any of our abhorrence of sin, or 
longing after holiness. May we feel the double 
HfTiciency of his blood, in tranquillizing our con- 
sciences and cleansing them : may we delight in 
his service as well as liis sacrifice ; and under the 
constrainin^s of a love that passeth knowledge ; 
may we live, not to ourselves, but to Him Qiat 
died for us and rose again. 

In all our approaches to thee, may we have bold- 
ness and access, with confidence, by the faith of 
Him. Give us much of the spirit of grace and of 
supplication. By a constant readiness Tor the duty, 
and a frequent performance of it, may we pray 
without ceasing ; and by guarding against every 
discouragement, may we pray, and not faint. 

May we cherish a grateful and cheerful dispo- 
sition ; not murmuring and repining, because all 
our wishes are not indulged, or because some trials 
are blended with our eiyoyments ; but sensible of 
our desert, and impressea with the number and 
greatness of thy benefits, may we bless the Lord 
at all times, and may his praise continually be in 
our mouth. And may our gratitude be real and 
practical, and increasing with our obligations. 
Enable us to inquire, Lord what wilt thou have 
me to do ? Enable us to resolve, I will walk be- 
fore the Lord in the land of the living ; enable us 
to pray — 

Make me to walk In thv commandi, 

*Tis a deligrhtfVil roni ; 
Nor let my head, or heart, or hands, 

Offend against my God. 

We commend to thy pity, and thy power, all 

those who are any way afflicted in mind, body, or 

estate. Mzj the young find it good to bear the 

yoke in their youth ; may they that know thee 

not, be chosen in the furnace of affliction ; and- 

pjajr thy own people find thee a verfptescofli^V^ 

Jntwable. Smile upon our country. ¥Av\\^\«a^iDfc 

'J'faerstandingscf thoae. who are a\ Ihe Ww^ o^ \wxV 
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lie affairs, and enable them to instruct the people 
what to do. May our magistrates be men teanng 
God and hating covetousness ; make our officers 
peace, and our exactors righteousness. Let not 
oppression be ever seen on the side of jud|;ment. 
nor a perverse spirit be mingled in the midst oi 
the people. Let gloiy dwell ni our land, and upon 
all the dory may there be a defence. May the 
grace o^&c. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O THOU, that hearest prayer, unto Thee shall 
all flesh come. Lord teach us to pray. We have 
reason to fear, that the language of our lips, and 
the feelings of our hearts, in our religious exer- 
cises, have not always agreed. We have frequent- 
ly taken carelessly upon our tongues, a name 
never pronounced above, without the deepest re- 
verence and humility. We have often desired 
things which would nave proved our injuiy ; and 
we have deprecated things which have prov^ 
some of our chief mercies. We have erred, 
both on the side of our hopes and fears ; we are 
unfit to choose for ourselves ; we are convinced, 
that the way of man is not in himself, it is not in 
man that walketh to direct his steps. We know 
not what to pray for as we ought. Let thy Spirit 
help our infirmities ; and produce in us those 
views and dispositions which will lead us to ask 
according to thy will, and then we know Thou 
hearest us. 

With rc^rd to temporal blessings, may we 
never be importunate ; may we always refer 
tbem to thy fatherly goodness ; for Thou Knowesl 
that we have need of these tbitvgs \^lQtfe ^^ ^S&. 
nee ; but may we seek first m Wme «xA ^\Xfc\4oKS\^ 
fom and righteousness. ^^«^ ^^ n^vsr^ 
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things by their relation to eternity. May we 
never think we prosper, unless our souls prosper ; , 
that we are rich, unless we are rich towaras Uod ; 
that we are wise, unless we are made wise unto 
salvation. May our spiritual and everlasting- 
welfare be our chief solicitude, and may we be 
onscious to ourselves, that we would rather be 
poor, and afflicted, and despised ; if blessed with 
much of the life of God in our souls, than to be 
admired by our fellow men, and be successful in 
our enterprises, and have more than heart can 
wish — if tnese thirds should prove the means of 
our foigetfulness oi God. 

Having found this world to be dreams and lies, 
vanity and vexation of spirit, may we arise and 
depart from it, and seek our happiness in thy 
favour, and image, and presence, and service. 
And though we are unworthy to be regarded by 
Thee, especially after we have so often refused 
Thee, receive us graciously ; justify our persons, 
and renovate our nature; and put thy laws into 
our minds and write them in our hearts ; and be 
Thou to us a God, and may we be to Thee a 
people. Endear to us that Saviour, lyhose unex- 
ampled love led Him to suffer the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us unto God. May 
we never dare to 'think of coming to Thee in any 
other way ; but may we always have boldness and 
access, with confidence, by the faith of Him : 
yea, may we joy in God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received the atone- 
ment; and not only so, but may we gloir in 
tribulation also, knowing that tribulation worketh 

EatieDce, and patience experience, and experience 
ope. 

For blessed be thy name, we live not in a 
fatherless world ; nor are our minutest affairs fbr- 
gotten before God, The hairs of our head an ' 
all numbered; our losses and trials axe tikA. >!^ 
effects of cbaoce, but events, in wb\c\\ tVvy viXaAxnx^ 
a^d mercy are, now roncemoA, an(\ w\\\\>e,Wte- 



SECOND WLLK. 67 

atter, displayed. We know fi.nt all lriins:.s work 
together for good, to them t[..t lovi; Thee; may 
(Oir character, therclbre, and not our condition, 
be the object of our anxiety. May wv ascertain 
that our heart is right witli Thee, and be careful 
for nothing. Having given ourselves unto the 
Lord, may we remember that we liave a right, 
from thy holy word, to depend upon Thee, to 
provide for us, and to manage all our concerns, 
even to the end. 

Discharged from the toil and the torment of 
care, may we feel ourselves at liberty to enjoy the 
advantages and comforts of our condition in life, 
and above all to pursue our work as christians. 
May we be attentive to duty: may we inquire, how 
we can best serve our generation, and glorify Thee 
in our body and spirit. May holiness to the I^ord 
be inscribed, upon all our time, and talents, and 
sabstance ; and may the inquiry of our grateful 
hearts, every moment be. What shall 1 render un- 
to the Lord for all his beneBts towards me ? 

Thou hast made the outgoings of another morn- 
ing and evening to rejoice. Thou has crowned 
tlie day with th}'* goodness. Let the night witness 
thy care and kindness : and may we enter on 
another portion of our time, not only under fresh 
obligations, but with new desires and resolutions 
to be for ever thine. 
Our Father, &c. 

WEDNESDAY MORNLVG. 

O THOU Most High ! enable us to feel and 
to express, becoming regards towards Thee, as 
th6 Cfreator of the ends of the earth, the Pre- 
server of men, the Governor of the universe, the 
Judge of all, the Saviour of sinners. Thy great- 
ness is unsearchable, but thy goodness is infinite. 
It is because thy compassions t\\\ \\vA,\\v^^- '^^"W* 
not consumed. Thou hnst nol ovA'^ \)V^^T^<fe\^>» 
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unworthy lives under numberless provocations, 
but Thou hast afforded us eveiy needful supply 
and indulgence. Thy mercies have been new 
everv moming, and every moment Through thy 
good hand upon us, we have been rescued from the 
perils of another night ; our repose has beenunter- 
rifi(;d and undisturbed ; sleep has refreshed our 
bodies and renewed our strength ; and we find our- 
selves surrounded at the commencement of another 
day, with all our accustomed privileges. 

nut O God, we can never be sufficiently thank- 
ful, that we have our existence in a christian coun- 
try, and where we can heat words, by which we 
may be saved. O, how important, now suitable, 
how encouraging are the discoveries, the doctrines, 
the promises, the invitations of the gospel of peace. 
AVe are lost ; but here is presented to us a free, 
full, and everlasting salvation. We afe left with- 
out strength ; but here we learn, that help is laid 
on one that is mighty. We are poor and needy ; 
but here we behold the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. We are blind and i^orant ; but in Him 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
We thank Thee O God for thine unspeakable gift, 
and we cordially accept of thy mercy extended to 
us, through the mediation of'^ thy dear Son. We 
rejoice that he has been delivered for our offences, 
and raised again for our justification ; and that He 
is now exalted at thy right hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour. We abandon every other refuge 
to hide in, and every other foundation to build 
upon, and make him our only hope, and our only 
confidence. And while we depend on his death, 
and make mention of his righteousness only, we 
admire his example, and desire to be conformed to 
his image. May we put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and increasingnr resemble Him, whose life was 
beneBeence ; wnose soul was meekness and hiimi- 
yity; win} pleased not himself ; and^vi\M>> oi c^mA^- 
ence the most trvlm and difficuU, cau\d *«y ^\ ^ft- 
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light to do thy will, O my G(u), yea thy law is 
within my heart. ?»I:jy liis ^U>jy liJl our minds; 
may his Jove reign in our aftections ; and at his 
cross, and at liis tomb, may we bum with ardour 
to live, not to ourselves, but to Him tliat died for 
us and rose again. 

Let the number of his followers daily increase , 
and may none of our friends be found among his 
enemies. Pour thy Spirit upon our seed, and thy 
blessing upon our oilspring. Let our sons be as 
plants grown up in their youth, a^^ our daugbtej^ 
as corner stones, polished af\er thft^imilitude d^a 
palace. May our domestics be n|K servanls of 
God ; may they do his will fbwwbe heart ; and 
be prepared for that world, wtiJM^piQse who serve, 
will be as tliose who are serYCB, ^a all the dis- 
tinctions now necessary, willfl^e done away, and 
none remain, but those which ^rise from character. 
And whatever be our conditions inr life, may we fill 
them as christians ; may we escape the snares to 
which they expose us ; discharge the duties tfiat 
grow out of their circumstances ; enjoy with mode- 
ration and gratitude thdir advantages; and improve 
with decision and diligence, their opportunities and 
resources of usefulness. May eveiy place and 
eveiy company, in which we are found, be benefit- 
ed by us. 

And whatever may be the opinion of our fellow 
creatures concerning us, may we be satisfied and 
happy, in having the testimony that we please 

We are now going forth intotlie concerns of another 
dajr. Take us under thy protection and influence. 
Guide us in all our steps. Enable us to realize 
thy presence and thy providence. Succeed us, in 
all our lawful endeavours, or prepare us for disap- 
pointment ; and assure us that we are in the num- 
•oer of those to whom all things are workiw^to- 
gether for good ; and who wm te c^n^^ ^Oix«ro« 
hfdge'^marveUnMs are thy works, \-cnt^C!v^\ ^* 
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mighty, jus^ and true are all thy ways, O thoo 
King of saints. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING, 

GOD over all, blessed for evennore. We desire 
to acknowledge thy Beii^ and agency; to adore 
thy perfections, and to admire the works of thy - 
hands. Thou hast made summer and winter. Thou 
hast appointed the moon for seasons, and the sun 
knoweth his ^oing down. The day is thine ; the 
night also is tnine : and thou makest the ouj^oiiigs 
ofthe morning and the evening to rejoice. To that 
throne, from which none were ever repulsed or 
sent away empty, we again approach tor mercy 
and grace to help in thne of need. Let our prayer 
come before Thee as incense, and the lifting up of 
our bands as the evening sacrifice. Preserve us 
from formality, in those exercises in which we so 
daily ensage ; and alarm our fears, lest we should 
provoke Thee to say, in vain do they worship me. 

For this purpose, enable us to realize thine all 
seeing eye, to remember with whomvfe have to do, 
and what we have to do with Him : may we deeply 
feel the guilt of the sins we confess, and hunger 
and thirst after the blessings we implore. And 
while we review the numberless blessiqgs we have 
received from thy hands, may we be more than 
ever sensible of our unworthiness, that our hearts 
may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we may be 
disposed to snow forth thy praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to 
thy service, and walkii^ beiore a hce in holiness 
and righteousness all our days. 

He that is our God is the God of salvatio^nd- 
i/nto God the Lord belong the issues from detlti*' . 
^e bless Thee this evening, as iVse ¥ie;^n«t,tifc [ 
/n^n. Another day has been addeA^)a7\Jcs5 W**^' 
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providence, to the season of thy long suffering, and 
the time of our preparation for eternity. We la- 
ment that the design of our being^ placed and con- 
tinued here, has been so imperfectly subserved ; 
that in so many things we have offended, and in 
all, come short of the glory of God. If, where 
much is given, much will be required, and the ser- 
vant who knew his Lord's will, and did it not, shall 
be beaten with many stripes — if Thou, Lord should 
mark our iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand ? We 
cannot answer Thee for one of a thousand of our 
tran^ressions : the review of a single daj is enough 
to pmnge us into despair — our only relief is, that 
there isToigiveness with Thee ; and that with Thee 
there is plenteous redemption. 

But while we hope m thy mercy, we would 
not abuse it. We would not sin that grace may 
abound : or be evil, because Thou art ^ood. But 
since Thou art good, and ready to foigive, we 
would the more sincerely grieve, that ever we 
have offended a Being, so worthy of our devoted- 
ness ; and be the more concerned in future, to 
walk so as to please Thee. c 

Create in us a clean heart, and reneiv^ ahTigfaJ 
spirit within us. Set a watch, O God, upon our 
mouth ; keep the door of our lips. And in sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wis- 
dom, but by thy grace, may we have our conver- 
sation in the world, and in the church, and in the 
family. 

We again commend ourselves to thy care. As 
Thou hast been through the day, our sun and our 
shkld, be Thou through the nighty our shade and 
our defence. Undisturbed by anxieties, unalarm- 
ed by fears, undistressed by pain, or indisposition, 
nay we retire and enjoy repose. Remind us, by 
putting off ouj garments, and lyin^; down to sleep, 
dT putting off the body, and sleeping \w lh^%Iv^^^ 
Ae bouse, appointed tot all IWing . r icp^xfe >a& Vsc 
Ujm Bight of death, the morning ot *Dfe tt'swxtfct' 
tion, and the day of judgment. 
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And all wc implore, is through the Mediation 
of Him, wlio bore the sins of many, and made in- 
tercession for tlie transgressors, to whom, with ihe 
Fattier, and the Holy Spirit, be endless praises. 
Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

We would addfcss Thee, O [God, in the lan- 
guage of the publican, which so well becomes us, 
and say, from our hearts, God be merciful to me 
a sinner. Sinners we are by nature and practice ; 
sinners thy word proclaims us to be ; sinners, we 
hope we feel oureelves to be ; and acknowledge 
that Thou art justified when Thou speakest, and 
clear when Thou judgest. 

Yet Thou hast not left us to despair ; nor hav^^ 
we a mere perad venture to encourage us— who 
can tell if God will return and repent, and leave a 
blessing behind liim that we perish not ? Wc 
have all the assurance we cuuld desire, that with 
the Lord there is mercy, and with Him, plenteous 
redemption. Conscious of the numbor and bein- 
oiisness of our offences, we could not have ap- 
proached thee with confidence, without a previous 
token for good. But thou hast stretched forth the 
golden sceptre, and said — " touch and live ; 1 
will be merciful to thy unrighteousness, and thy 
sins and iniquities will I remember no more^ 
May we encourage ourselves, by a sense of thy 
all-sufficiency, by faith in thy promises, and by 
views of the experience of others, and ask and 
receive, that our joy may be full. To Ihaf dear 
refuge, in which so many have been sheltered • 
from eveiy storm, may we repair ; and in that 
Ibuntain for sin, always open, and ^leefot ^W^iaay 
fre be cleansed fwm all our detAemevAa- 
• Lo^d;'ive ibeJieve— help thmi ov\t vmWVveV ^VoaX 
«.x» J^ exceeding sinful : :t !j* ihe ^bomwabV* vwo« 
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which thy soul hateth ; and this, and this alone, 
leparates between thee and us. Thou canst not 
contradict the essential perfections of thy nature : 
and thou canst not maKe us happy mik thyself, 
till thou hast made us holy, like thyself. O thou 
holy God, deliver us from all our iniquities, and 
male us such creatures as thou canst take plea- 
floie in, and such creatures as can take pleasure 
in thee. While many are asking, Who will show 
08 any good ? may the cry of our heart be. Lord, 
lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 
May we consent to the law of God, that it is good ; 
may we delight in thy law, after the inner man. 
May we never complain of the strictness of thy 
demands, but mourn over our want of conformitj^ 
to tibem. May we esteem all thy commandments, 
concemii^ all things to be right, and hate eveiy 
fidse way. Put my Spirit within us, that oui 
practice may spring from principle, and our dis- 
positions be congenial with duty, so that we may 
resemble him who could say» *'^ my meat is to ck 
the will of Him that sent me, and to finish his 
woik. 

We^ live in a world of changes : but with thee 
there is no variableness,nor sfaadoijr of turning. Ma^i 
we know that Thou, the eternal God, art our re- 
fiige, and that underneath us are thine everlasting 
aims. Creatures die ; friends and relations die ; 
the fiithers, where are they ? And the prophets, 
do they live for ever ? But the Lord livetb, and 
blessed be our rock, and let the God of our sal- 
▼ation be exalted. 

May we never forget that we are mortal our 
aehes. May we never put the evil day far oflf! 
May we frequently and seriously think of a dying 
hoar ; may we faithfully inquire. What will be its 
iasue with regard to us, and what i^x^^^\^\\^w ^; 
Imre hr it And may we ivevet lesX %;iNA^'tkfc\^^ 
WW are enabled to view il, 2ls W\e \>wsA c\ 
vekasef and the end of cmt cov\^\cV % V^ ^^ 
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say with Paul, Thanks be unto God who has gffeU 
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ 

Take us, this day, under thy piotectioQ ; and 
make use of us for thy gloiy. Let thy presence 
go with us ; and do thou give us rest. Let thy 
Jove sweeten our comforts, and thy grace sanctify 
all our trials. We consecrate ourselves to Thee, 
body, soul, and spirit. Accept of our persons and 
services, and enable us to ascribe, blessing, and 
honour, and gloiy , and power, unto Him that sit- 
teth upon the throne, and unto the lainb, for evei 
and ever. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING 

O God, al^ thy works praise Thee, and th3 
saints bless Thee. By thy mercies, we agair 
surround this family altar, and engage in the eX' 
ercises of devotion. May we be concerned tc 
worship Thee, a holy God, in the beauty of ho 
liness ; and to worship Thee, who art a Spirit, ir 
spirit and in truth. Such worship alone thy wore 
requires ; but such worship, thy grace alone cai 
enable us to render. For we know from thy word 
and from our own experience we know, that with 
out Thee, we can do nothing. All our sufficiency 
is of Thee : do Thou work in us to will, and t( 
do, of thy good pleasure. 

We would call to remembrance our true cha 

racter and condition before Thee. We woulc 

not go about to establish our own righteousness, o; 

seek to deny or extenuate our guilt. We are no 

only unprofitable servants, but condemned crimi 

nals. We confess the number and offensiYenesi 

of our transgressions, and acknovyledge that in 

deserve to perish. But we bleas TVie% fot iku 

ererJastino; consolation and sooA \\o^^, Wmwm 

g-rsce, vfrlich rhe g-fi^pe! atVocfe •, lot lYi^ r(fc>N^ ^^ 
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Mediator between Tbee and us ; of a Hi^h Priesi 
who has put away sin by the sacrifice of nimself ; 
of an Advocate with the Father, who ever lives 
to make intercession for us, and of a Saviour, in 
whom it has pleased Thee, that all fulness should 
dwell. 

Produce in us, all the feelii^s of those who are 
blessed with repentance unto life. Give us that 
faith by which we can be justified from all things, 
and have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. To the shadow of the Redeemer's cross 
may. we retreat, and there find security and relief, 
refreshment and delight. Assure us of an interest 
in thy favour, which is life ; and clothe us with 
thine image, which is the beauty and dignity of the 
soul. 

We bless Thee for thy word, which we have 
been reading. May it dwell in us richly in all 
wisdom. May we yield a suitable attention to its 
various parts. May we make it, not only our song 
in the house of our pilgrimage, but the man of our 
counsel, a light unto our feet, and a lamp unto our 
paths. May we take it along with us, into all the 
concerns of life ; and whether we are rich or poor, 
whether we are parents or children, whether we 
are appointed to govern or serve, may we walk by 
this rule, that mercy and peace may oe upon us. 

May we ever be willing that the Lord should 
choose our inheritance for us, and readily and pi- 
ously accommodate ourselves, to the dispensations 
of thy providence. May we never lean to our own 
understanding : may we never take a step, without 
asking counsel of the Lord, nor be unwilling to take • 
one, at the intimation of thy pleasure. May we 
. never think that Thou art less wise, and righteous, 
and good, in a cloudy and dark day, than in a 
shining one; when we cannot trace Thee^ ma^ 
we trust ; and walking by fa'tl\\, ^i\*i wA. >a^ i^^gc)^^ 
be /uJly persuatdedy that just auv\ x\^V «i^ -s^x^^ 
mrsjrs, O Tbon King: of saints. 
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Regard those, who, under the pressuie of a£9ic* 
tion, are saying. Brethren pray for us. Be with 
them in trouble. Thou knoweist the anxieties of 
thy peoi)le, lest by any of their temper €fs carriage 
In the evil day, they should injure the religipn tiiey 
profess: let thy grace be sufficient for tnem: let 
faith and patience have their perfect work : let them 
glorify Thee in all their trials. 

Bless all in authority over us, and so rule their 
hearts and strengthen their hands, that they may 

f>unish wickedness and vice, and maintain tnie re- 
igion and virtue. 

May all those who are placed above others in 
condition, go before them in the profession of truths 
and the practice of holiness, and be examples to 
all inferior ranks in society. 

And may the grace of, &c. Amen. 



FRIDAY MORNING, 

O Thou eternal God ! with Thee is the foun- 
tain of life. Thou art the Father of men and an- 
gels. Thou art the Governor of the universe, and 
me Judg:e of all. Thou dost from thy throne be- 
hold all the dwellers upon earth : ana there is not 
a word on our tongue, or a thought in our heart, but 
lo! O Lord, Thou knowest it altogether. And 
Thou art not a God that hast pleasure in wicked- 
ness, neither can evil dwell witn Thee. 

How then can we presume to enter Uiy presence, 

who have rendered ourselves guilty before Thee, 

and have provoked thy righteous displeasure. O 

wretched creatures that we are ! We have vroari- 

ed thy patience, we have abused thy goodness, we 

have trampled on thy authority, and we have said 

unto God, Depart from us, we desire not the know- 

Jedgeofthy ways. We lie at thy meicy. \11lV«Ml 

P^'ty us not, we are undone. Bui TVmsvi «x\ " 
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suflferiDg, not willing that any should perish. Hast 
Thou not sworn by thyself, that Thou hast nojplea- 
surc in the deat(] of him that dieth ? Hast Thou 
not delivered up thine own Son for us all ? And 
wilt Thou not, with Him, also freely give us all 
things ? 

Through Him as the way, the truth, and the life, 
may we return to Thee ; and find Thee, waiting to 
be gracious, and exalted to have mercy upon us. 
Awaken our consciences. £nlighten us in the 
knowledge of sin and of ourselves. May we feel 
our personal depravity, miseiy, and helplessness ^ 
and from self-despair, may we be led to value the 
discoveries of the gospel, and to flee for refuge to 
lay hold upon the hope set before us. May we re- 
jofce in the suitableness, the all-sufficiency, and the 
perfect willingness of the Saviour ; and find in Him, 
for ourselves, individually, wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanctification, and redemption. As our 
Prophet, may we receive his instructions. As our 
Hign Priest, may we rely on his sacrifice and in- 
tercession. As our Prince, maj we obey Him. As 
our example, may we follow Him : and whatsoever 
we do, in word, or deed, may we do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. 

May integrity and uprightness preserve us. May 
we be Israelites indeed, in whom is no guile ; and 
herein exercise ourselves, to have always a con- 
science void of offence, towards God, and towards 
man. May the same mind govern us, and the 
same spirit actuate us. in prosperity and adversity ; 
alone, and in public ; in thy house, and in our, 
own ; may we fulfil our course with diligence and 
perseverance ; and at last, finish it with joy: When 
we have passed the wilderness, and our eyes be- 
hold the swellings of Jordan, bid our anxious fears 
subside ; and give us an abundant entrance into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord aY\v\ '^^\\v>\\\. 

But, O Lord, we woiiid no\ vot\c\\ vVaV ^^Xx^XNi 
a/one. May we awhken \\\i\ aU^-uXXovn v>\ c\\\\vt\%^^xA 
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induce them to join us in the path of life ; ever re 
membering, that if we convert a sinner fiom the 
error of bis way, we shall save a soul finxn death, 
and shall hide a multitude of sins. May we'Hiere- 
fore seek every opportunity of usefulness ; may we 
walk in wisdom towards them that are witliout ; 
holding forth the word of life, and adoininff the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things — ^To mom, 
be gloiT and majesty, dominion and power, both 
nowand for ever. Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

O God, Thou art greatly to be feared in the as- 
sembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of 
all them that are about Thee. Thou art King of 
kings, and Lord of lords : Thou art the blessed and 
only Potentate ; Thou only hast immortality— thy 
grcatness is unsearchable. But thy name is love. 
Thy compassions never fail. Thy mercies are over 
all thy works ; and Thou hast displayed the ex- 
ceeding riches of thy grace, in thy Kindness to- 
wards us, by Christ Jesus. 

We are not only allowed, but even enjoined to 
seek thy face ; and assured, that they who seek the 
Lord, shall not want any good thing. We acknow- 
ledge that we have forfeited all claim to thy re- 
gard, and are not only unworthy, but guilty. We 
are convinced, that if ever we are saved, it must 
be according to thy mercy, for there is nothing in 
us, from which our recovery can arise, or on which 
our hope can fix. But Thou hast commended thy 
love towards us, in that while we were yet siimers, 
Christ died for us — died for the ungodly. And 
Thou hast sent the gospel to announce the intelli* 
Srence,'and to certify , that whosoever beWevc^oa ^" 
Ji/m shall not perish, but have evetVaaWwgWfe. 
O Thou God of all grace, as TVio\iVi3LS\.^N«[i\tt 
Saviour, produce in ns that fa\t\\ hy \v\i\«\ 'we 



SECOND WEEK. 79 

diall be enabled to leceive Him, and make Him 
all our desire, all our hope, and all our gloiy. May 
we enter Him as our renige ; build on Him as our 
foundation ; walk in Him as our way ; follow Him 
as our guide ; and conform to Him as our example 

May we never be ashamed of Jesus or of his 
words; but go forth to Him without the camp, 
bearing his reproach. May we never draw upon 
ourselves reflections by unholy or impruddnt con- 
duct, but count it a glory, when buffeted for a 
fault, to take it patiently ; but if we suffer fortiffei' .../ 
and righteousness' sake, may we reioice that we 
are partakers of Christ's sufierings ; Knowing, that ***■ 
when his glory shall be revealed, we also shall re- 
joice with exceeding joy. 

May we never make the multitude our model . 
nor wait for the company and countenance* of 
others, when conviction, derived from thy word, 
excites us to advance. Like Caleb, may we have 
anodier spirit, and follow the Lord fully : and with 
Joshua, say to all around us, *' Choose you, whom 
you will serve — ^but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord." 

Preserve us from the present evil world. May 
its smiles never allure, nor its frowns terrify us from 
the path of duty : may its vices never defile, nor 
its errors delude us. May we not live looking at 
the thines which are seen and temporal ; but as 
heirs of immortality, may we feel that we are 
strangers and pilgrims on earth, and declare plain- 
ly that we seek' a country. And may our title to 
it daily become more clear ; and our meetness for 
it more perfect ; and our foretastes of it more abun- 
dant 

May our house be the tabernacle of the right- 
eous ; and let it be ever filled with the voice of re- 
joicii^ and of salvation. May tliose who aresta^- 
tioned at the head of the famWy, Vi\oyi ^^evt ^Ni^ 
towards those who are placed viwdex >^^vk c."axfc % 
and may tbey know their c\\\W \o w^ •. ^xv^ vcv ^^st 
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sevei^ relations may we walk by tb6 rule of thy 
woid, that mercy and peace may be upon us ; and 
that observers may exclaim, Behold, how eood 
and howjplea^ant a thing it is for brethren to dwell 
together in uni^. 

bless the religious denomination to which we 
belong; and let every christian church flourish. 
Wherever we see the grace of God, may we be 
glad ; and willingly leave, to the Author of all 
good, the choice oi his own instruments. Bless the 
Government of our country. Regard- in mercy, all 
its lawful interests, domestic and foreign. Sanctify, 
and perpetuate, and extend, our religious advan- 
tages. Let thy word have free course, and be glo- 
rified. Let thy way be known on earth, and thy 
saving health among all nations. 

And now, unto Him that is able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly, above all that we ask or think, ac- 
cording to the power that worketh in us, unto him 
be gloiy in the church, by Christ Jesus, through- 
out all ages, world without end. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

O GoD, Thou art glorious in holiness, fearful in 
praises, doing wonders* And it is not one of the 
least of thy wonderful doings towards the children 
of men, that we are on this side an awful eternity, 
and not reaping the due reward of our deeds. Our 
whole life has been a series of provocations against 
thy divine majesty. Our offences have not only 
been countless, but aggravated. Conscience has 
rebuked us ; ^friends have admonished us ; the ex- 
amples of the wise and good have reproached and 
encouraged us. Thou hast often called us to re- 
^ection and rcponiimcv.^ l)y the smaT\. o{ live, rod ; 
^nd invited ana aUurctiX us, by a \>Yote\ou o^ V«A.- 
ffesses. Our iniqinUe< an^ intreast^\ ovet e>ux\»^^> 
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and our trespass is gone up into the veiy heayeo. 
And Thou hast seen all our sins ; and Thou YaA 
abhorred ^11 ; and Thou couldst have easily and 
justly punished us ; yet Thou hast spared us ; and 
instead of finding ourselves, this morning, in the 
place where even God has fbigotten to be gracious, 
and lifting up our eyes in hopeless torinent, we 
can lift up our eyes unto the nills, from whence 
cometh our help. 

In ourselves we are poor, and wretched, and 
miserable ; but Thou, whom we have offended, j 
even Thou, hast provided eveiy supply fiur our 
souls ; and with the announcement, we have the 
invitation. Come, for all things are now ready* O 
Lord, we thankfully obey thy call : we accept of 
thy goodness: we acauiesce in all the appoint- 
ment of the gospel. We believe the record Tbou 
hast given of thy dear Son — ^that there is salvation 
in none other, but that in Him there is plenteous 
redemption ; and apply to Him for all the benefits 
resulting from eveiy omce he sustains in th^ .church. 
We give up our mmds implicitly to his instruction ; 
in the sacrifice he once oTOred, we trust and gloiy ; 
we revere, we love his authority ; and pray that 
his grace may reign in us, through righteousness 
unto eternal life. We would iiot— we will not— 
love a world that crucified Him* We will not 
cherish, or endure, the sin that put Him to grief; 
or suffer Him to be wounded in the house of his ' 
friends. At the same cross, which relieves our 
consciences horn a burden too heavy for us to bear, 
we would learn lessons of self-denial, foigiveness, 
and submission : we would feel motives to obedi- 
ence ; and find resources for all the exigencies of 
the divine life. 

For we rejoice to think, that by his being made 
a curse for us, the blessing of Abraham comes up- 
on the Gentiles, and that we cau i^^\n^ ^9clA. Y^* 
mise of the Spirit, by faith. ¥at Vwa «iifc^ ^B^^ 
tfy Holy Sphit to them thai i\oyi «*l T>QRfc %& ^ 
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Spirit of grace and of supplication, of truth and oF' 
holiness, of peace and of consolation : and may we 
not only possess — but be fiUied with the Spirit. 

Maj we never consider ourselves, as detached 
individuals. May we look, not every man on his 
I own things only, out also on the things of others. 
Never may* we ask with Cain, when reproved for 
unkindness, or uiged to beneficence. Am I my 
brother's keeper? But may we love our neigh- 
bour as ourselves. May we do good even to the 
unthankful and the unworthy ; may we teach trans- 
Stressors thy ways, and be the means of converting 
sinners unto Thee : and may none of our efforts be 
rendered fruitless, by inconsistency of character, 
and reproachfulness of conduct. May we be what 
we profess; ^pd do, as well as teach. May all our 
connexions tee, as well as hear our religion ; and be 
conslrained to acknowledge, that we are the seed 
which the Lord hath blessed. 

We bless Thee, that again we have laid us down 
in peaoe, and slept, because Thou, Lord, only 
makest us dwell in safet^r. Into thy bands we com- 
mit our bodies and spirits, for our going out and 
coming in, this day. We are more exposed by day 
than b^ night ; more surrounded with evil ; and 
more liable to the seductions of sin. May we ever 
regard sin as our greatest foe, and holiness as our 
noblest attainment. And whether we are in soli- 
tude or society, lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil ; for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the gloiy, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

SATURDAY EVENING. 

OGoD, Thou hast made, and Thou uphflM^ • . 
sJltbii^ by the word of thy powet. \>M\uaM»,%t; . 
^pavilion. Thou walkest upon l)Mt wii^f£^ 
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the wind. All nations before Thee are as nothings. 
One generation passeth away, and another cometb ; 
and we are hastening back to the dust from whence 
we were taken. The heavens we behold will 
vanish away like the cloud that covers them ; and 
the earth we tread will dissolve like a morning 
dream ; but Thou, incapable of change, inde- 
pendent of the vicissitudes of time, and the pe- 
rishing of worlds, art, from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, God over all, blessed for evermore. 

Infinitely g^^eat and glorious as Thou art, wc 
are thy offspring and thy care. Thv hands have 
made us and fashioned us. Thou hast watched 
over us with more than parental, more than ma- 
ternal tenderness. Thou hast holden our sou) in 
life, and not suffered our feet to be moved. Thy 
divine power has given us all things, not only ne- 
cessary for life, but godliness. Bless the Liord. O 
our soul, and foi^et not all hh benefits ; who for- 
giveth all our iniquities ; who healeth all our dis- 
eases ; who redeemeth our lives from destruction; 
who crownelh us with loving-kindness and tender 
mercies ; who satisfieth our mouth . with good 
things, so that our youth is renewed like the 
eaeles. 

Wc raise this evening a fresh memorial, and in- 
scribe it to the God of our salvation. Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us. We have passed, not 
only through anotner day, but through another 
week. The sun has not smitten us % day, nor 
the moon by night. We have been preserved in 
our going out, and coming in. But thine has been 
the vigilance, that turned aside the evils which 
threatened us. Thine Jiave been the supplies that 
have nourished us. Thine the comforts that have 
indulged us. Thine tlie relations and friends that 
have^delighted u.s. Tiiine have been the means 
of grace which have edi\iev\ \\s *, ^\A ^\\w^ '^^ 
book, w7i/c/i, amidst all out «itv,o^'iue,vNs»^\ia& V^^ 
^5, that this is not our vest •, ;i\\v\ \x\ ^\^v*:^ \w5lc«^- 
N, rh'.it one. iltlrrn: is vrl nc:cOA\A- 
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Nothing can equal the number of thy mercies, 
but our imperfections and sins. These O Gtxi, we 
would not conceal, or palliate ; but confess them, 
with a broken heart and a contrite ^irit. 

In what a condition would our closet-reviews ) 
leave us, this evening, were it not for the assurance 
that there is foi^iveness with thee, that thou ma^est 
be feared, and with aiee plenteous redemption. 
Yet, while we hope for pardon through the olood 
of the cix)ss, we frray to be clothed with humility ; 
to be quickened in thy way ; and to be more ae- 
voted to the things that belong to our everlasting 
peace. 

How soon has the week rolled away ! Its days 
have fled like a dream, a vapour, a shadow. So 
will all our days flee ; so will they all appear 
when the end arrives. O, help us to keep that 
end in remembrance ; and endeavour to view 
thine^ now, as they will appear, from the borders 
of me grave. May we know now frail we are, 
that we may be cured of the folly of delay and 
indecision ; and so number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

May we call the approachii^ sabbath a delight, 
the holy of the Lora, honourable ; and may we 
honour thee, in not doing our own ways, nor find- 
ing our own pleasures, nor sipeaking our own words. 
May the private moments of the day, be sacred ; 
and the social — innocent and edifying. And may 
we keep our foot, when we go to the house of 
God, and ofier not the sacrifice of fools. Let us 
not go as they go, and sit as they sit, and hear thy 
words, but do them not. 

Preserve us from trifling with the thii^s of the 
soul and eternity, or trusting in those privilcg*^, 
which, unimproved, will onfy augment our gaflt; 
and bur misery. 

Thy people^ the Jews^ were d\sl\tKg\}^<^ \ff$ 
Jny favours, above all the families oi \Snft ^«ifi3^% 
f^f't wrath came upon them to the uttermosl. IkWi 
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Asia, provoked thee to remove tiie 
out ot its place : and they were left 
We have awful examples still near- 
lany, who once heard aikl professed 
lave been turned by the abuse of it, 
» and infidels, blasjohemers and per- 
n fold more the children of hell Qian 
le numbers who yet maintain the fonp 
t are too hardened to feel the power 

lerefore, we g:o to thy house, in the 
thy mercies, may we m thy^ior ww^ 
\ thy holy temple ; for thou art gvtajij 
in the s^ssembly of the saintv. 0« |et^ 
ih under means designed to iave « 
le savour of life unto life, pmve.iO'i 
our of death unto death. ' 
place of thy feet glorious* Brinf tai. 
mountain, and if we an not, inM|K 
f lK)U9e of prayer, convince uSr ^Hn|l>, 
is, banish the spirit of the woridv^ 
ind fill us with all the fbhiess 
' people and the sheep of thy.jpHl 
se thanks for ever, we will mS/k. fofttk 
broughout all generatknis. . Amen*: 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O God, we desire with all reverence and humi- 
lity to approach thee, as a Being: infinitely great 
and glorious. Thou art the penection of all ex- 
cellency, the fountain of all life, and the source 
of all blessedness. How immense is the family 
of creatures, produced by thy word, and depena- 
ii^ on thy care. Millions are visible ; and myriads 
01 omiads, in the air, the earth, and the sea, are 
intjSrole ; and all these have their wants and their 
appciltes, and are capable of receivii^ relief and 
pieaSre. And the eyes of all wait upon thee, 
and thou gi vest them their meat in due. season* 
thou openest thine liand and satisfiest the desira 
of every living thing. 

But they never forfeited the care of their Crea- 
tor, nor swerved from the end of their being ; 
while we have revolted from thee ; we have joined 
in alliance with thy foes ; and deserve, as children 
of disobedience, that the wrath of God should 
come upon us. And yet, such is the excellency 
of thy loving kindness, O Lord, that the children 
of men, unworthy and guilty as they are, are al- 
lowed to come and put their trust under the 
shadow of thy wings. 

We bless thee for the Scriptures of truth, 
whJcb make known thy designs concerning us, 
^nd assure us, (hat they are VV\o>a?\\\s ol ^5<eat.^^ 
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and not of evil. We rejoice in thy word, as one 
that findeth great spoil. We love to peruse its 
doctrines, promises, and invitations ; to contem- 
plate the great mysteiy of godliness, God ma- 
nifest in thf flesh ; and to dwell on the bistoiy and 
experience of those who have obtained mercy. 
For all who have ever been saved, have been 
saved by thy grace, and have been thy work- 
manship. And thou art the same, yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever ; thy hand is not shortened that 
it cannot save, nor thine ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear. 

Bow down thy ear, and hearken to the voice of 
our supplication : employ thy hand for our deliver- 
ance and relief. We are already the creatures of 
thv power— O, make us the subjects of thy grace. 
We are already the beneficiaries of thy provi- 
dence—^, bless us with all spiritual blessinM— 
blessings for our souls, and for eternity. Thougn by 
nature Tar off, may we be made nigh b^r the blood 
of Christ : no longer strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow-citizens with the saints, and of uie house- 
hold of God. Bless us, we pray Thee, with a pre- 
sent salvation — ^that being justified by fiiitb, wi 
may have peace with God ; ihat the love and pow- 
er of sin may be subdued in our hearts ; that we 
may be dead to the world ; alive to the gloiy of 
God; and concerned to serve our generation accor- 
ding to thy will. 

May we never be blots, or mere blanks, in life. 
May we never cause the ways of truth to be evil 
spoken of : may our liberty never prove an occa- 
sion to the flesh, but by love may we serve one 
another. May every one of us please his neigh- 
bour, for his good to edification. May we attend, 
not onjy to what is essential in our religious char- 
acter, but what is ornamental. May we pursue 
whatsoever things are lovely atvdo^ ^qkA^sk^^^ 
stnd render our professions oi VV\e ^o«^^\«5v.<s^ 
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impressive, but amiable and invitipg. May we 
hold forth die word of life, with ova tempers as 
well as our torques ; with our lives as well as our 
h'ps ; and thus be continually saying^ to those we 
meet — We are journeying towards a place, of 
which the Lord said, 1 will give it you ; come with 
us, and we will do you good, for the Lord hath 
spoken good concerning Israel. 

Send out thy light and thy truth ; let them lead 
us, let them guide us to the holy hill, and to thy 
tabernacles. Bless, this dajr, the dispensation of thy 
gospel by means of preaching. While Paul plants 
ana Apollos waters — it is all that they can do ; 
give Thou the increase. May thy ministers be 
wise to win souls, and help those much who have 
believed through grace. 

Especially bless thy dear servant, on whose la- 
bours we are this day to attend. ^ Let him come 
ibrth from his sacred retirement in the fulness of 
the blessii^ of the gospel of peace : and may he 
enter the sanctuary, as Aaron entered the taberna- 
cle of the congregation, when the holy oil was 
poured upon his head, and the fragrance filled the 
place — and O, let him not prove the savour of death 
unto death to any that shall hear him. Open our 
ear to discipline ; may we hear for ourselves ; hear 
for our souls ; so hear, as that our souls may live. 
And may great grace rest upon all the assemblies 
of thy people. 

Despise not the prisoners of Thy providence. 
Follow those who are unable to follow Thee ; and 
while forbidden to hear the preaching of the word, 
may they hear the voice of the rod, and have rea- 
son to say. It is good for us that we have been af- 
flicted. Make them thankfiil, that to will is pre- 
sent with them ; and that in their hearts, are the 
frajs of them who repair to Zion. Prove ^yselfl 
-a veiy present help in trouble, andiewder the bed 
of languishing^ the chamber of aicktveaa, \Vift Ymka^ 
of mouming-^ihe house of God, aud \\v^ ^^Xa ^1 



THIRD WEEK. 89 

And by sdl the discipline of thy Providence, an^ 
the ordinances of reli^on, may we be increasingly 
prepared for the remaining duties of life, the so- 
lemnities of a dying hour, and t|ie services and 
joys that are beyond the grave. 

We implore it through the intercession of Him 
who has encouraged us to address Thee — as Om: 
Fa^er, &c. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

< 

It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, 
and to sing praises unto thy name, O, Most Hi^h : 
to show forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, 
and thy faithfulness every night. 

We have this evening to acknowledge the bles- 
sings, not only of another day, but ofanother sab- 
baui. We bless Thee that the sabbath was made 
for man, and diat Thou hast hallowed such a por- 
tion of our time, for purposes more important, bat 
which, alas, we are prone to neglect. Thus Thou 
art affordii^ us opportunities to retire and compare 
the objects which court our attention : to learn, 
among all the cares of life, that one thing is need- 
ful ;^ and to hear the inquiry, what is a man profit- 
ed, if he should gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul. Thus we have moments of abstraction 
and leisure, in which we can more fully investi- 
gate our character ; examine our condition ; and 
ask; for what purpose we entered this mortal stage, 
and what will become of us when the scenes close. 

We thank Thoe that the lines are fallen to us 
in pleasant places, and that we have a goodly 
hents^e : so that we can add to private meditation 
and devotion, the public OTdlwMxc^^ Cil \^>!ekss«i% 
^tad can sit under our own vwe aud ^'^A\efc^'OK^^& 
dinag; to make us afraid. We V>\e?>% '\>Qfe<&^^^'^ 
w^ have not only the ScripluTes. \>\\V \\\^- wxwsNX^ 
8* 
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of the gospel ; and liave this day not only read, 
but heard the words of eternal life. We hope we 
haye seen thy power and thy gloiy in the sane- 
■ tuary, and have found the house of God to be the 
gate of heaven. 

fiut, O God, the effects we experience while 
waiting upon Thee, though delightful, are as often 
transitoiy, and prove like the morning cloud, and 
early dew. Before the lapse of a single day, we 
are compelled to complain, Mj soul cTeavetb unto 
the dust ; and to pray, quicken Thou me accord- 
ing to thy word. Render therefore the impres- 
sions made upon us, deep and durable : Keep 
these things for ev3r in the imagination of the 
hearts of tny people ; and let thy word dwell in 
us richly, in all v^tsdoin. 

May the instructions we receive, attend us in 
eveiy part of our ordinary life, and regiilate, and 
excite us in the dischai]?e of all our relative duties, 
so that whether we are nusbands or wives, parents • 
or children, masters or servants, we may adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in ail thmp. May 
we be satisfied with no knowledge, no belief, no 
professions, no feelii^ in religion — while our 
nearts are void of thy love, and we are strangers 
to that grace which bririgeth salvation, and teach- 
eth us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and 
to live soberly, righteously and godly in the pre- 
sent world. 

We take shame to ourselves, not only for our 
open violations of thy law ; but for our secret 
faults, our omissions of duty, our unprofitable at- 
tendance on the means of grace, our carnality in 
worshipping Thee ; and all the sins of our holy 
things. Our iniquities are increased over our 
head, and our trespass is gone up into the very 
lieaFens— and there. He is gone also, who is our 
Advocate with the Father, and the PropUv^tvou for 
our sins. Behold his hands and Vv\s feeV\ wA 
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hear, O, hear the voice of the blood of spnnkling, 
that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 

Pity those who have tfiis day been deprived of 
the public means of rrace by sickness or in6rmity. 
L^t them know that Thou art not confined to tem- 
ples made with hands : be with them in trouble : 
and give them their vineyards from thence, ana 
the valley of Achor for a aoor of hope. 

And remember the millions who were never fa- 
voured with the advantages we enjoy, and would 
be grateful for the crumbs that fall from our table. 
But they never smiled when a sabbath appeared. 
They never heard of the name of Jesus. They 
feel guilt, but know nothing of the blood that 
cleanseth from all sin ; they feel depravity, but 
know nothing of the renewing of the Holy Ghost. 
They are bleeding to death of their spiritual 
wounds, but no one proclaims among them the balm 
of Gilead, and the physician there. O. send out 
thy light and thy truth. Let thy way oe known 
€D earth ; thy saving health amo^g all nations. 

We now commit ourselves, with all our con- 
nexions, into thy hands. Guard us through the 
defenceless hours of sleep, from every evil to 
which we are exposed. If, as life is always un- 
certain, it should please Thee to call us hence this 
night — may we awake in glory, and be forever 
with the iJord : or if Thou shouldst continue us in 
being — may we rise in health and comfort, to pay 
Thee the homage of a grateful heart, in a course 
of cheerful obedience. 

In thy fevour is life — Do TIiou bless us, and we 
shall be blessed — safe from eveiy evil, and sure of 
eveiy good. 

And prepare us at length for the rest that re- 
mains for thy people ; in which we shall join the 
general assembly and church of the first Uotw^vx 
ascribi/^g^— Mossinfir and \\o\aout, ^^^ ^^^^-v*®^ 
power, to Him tliul s*\Ui'l\\ \i\h^u ^Ci N\\\Qwi^^«»^ 
to the I jamb ^ /or ever and evc^v. A\n^\N 
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MONDAY MORNING. 

O Trov, who hast characterised thyself af the 
hearer of prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh come : 
and that we may come with acceptance and suc- 
cess, we come in the name of the ereat Interces- 
sor, Jesus Christ, the righteous — ^and Thou, Eternal 
Spirit of grace and supplication, do Thou make 
intercession for us, by making intercession in us, 
according to the will of God. 

All they that are far from Thee shall perish ; 
but it is good for us to draw near to Thee. We 
have found the duty our delight. Devotion has 
opened a resource, when all other comforts have 
failed : and in every perplexity, eveiy alarm, ev- 
eiy distress, a glorious high throne, trom the be- 
ginningf has been the place of our sanctuaiy. We 
praise thy name, that ordinances have not been 
UDj^ralitaDle observances to our souls; but chan- 
nels, through which the God of all grace has re- 
plenished us ; and means, by which we have en- 
joyed fellowship with the Father, and his Son 
Jesus Christ. 

filess the services in which we were ei^aged on 
the p'^t day. Let a savour of divine things be 
left on our spirits ; and be diffused in our conver- 
sation. And as the face of Moses, when he de- 
scended from communion with Thee, shone, so 
' that the Israelites could not steadfastly behold him 
for the glory of his countenance ; so may it be 
with us. Let those around us take knowledge of 
us, that we have been with Jesus ; and may our 
profitii^ appear unto all men. May our light 
shine before men. May we be manifestly the dis- 
ciples of Christ. Instead of confounding^ our neigh- 
d<Htrs and friends to determine, whether we are 
settlers, or strangers, and pWgnms ot\ \3Die e«tV\i% 
igajr we declare plainly that we seek ^ coMwVrj. 
-^ajr we put on, as the elect of God, V^oX^ M\^>a^- 
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loved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness ot 
mind, meekness, lone suffering, foi^iving one ano- 
ther. May we be followers of God, as dear chil- 
dren : may we be perfect, as our Father, who is 
in heaven, is (jerfect. 

At present, it is a day of small things with us. 
We have only light enough — to see our darkness ; 
sensibility enoi^ti — to feel the hardness of our 
heart ; spirituality enough — to mourn our want of 
heavenly mindedness. but we might have had 
more ; we ought to have had more. We have 
never been straightened in Thee : Thou hast 
always placed before us an infinite fulness, accom^ 
panied with the command and the promise, Open 
thy mouth wide ; I will fill it. 

We confess and bewail, not only our deficiencies, 
but our backslidings also. It is not witii us as in 
months past : O, recall us to thyself ; enable us to 
feel our first love, and to do our first works. Yea, 
may we foiget the things that are behind, and 
reach forth unto those that are before. May wcf 
not only have life, but may we have it more abun- 
dantly; and not only be fruitful, but bear much 
•fruit. 

May our improvements correspond with our . 

Privileges : and our practice with our knowledge, 
[ay our wills always bow to the decisions of our 

judgments ; may we choose what we approve ; 

and never condemn ourselves in the things that we 

allow. 
May we never want the threatenings of thy law, 

and the terrors of hell, to keep us from eveiy evil 

way. May thy goodness lead us to repentance ; 

and thy love constrain us to holy obedience. 
May all our churches continue steadfastly in the 

apostles' doctrine, and in fellowship, and in break- 
g of bread, and in prayer ; and may the Lord 
Id daily to their number, such ^ ^Vk-AXifc «ln^^* 
Majr the dead hear the vo\ce tA ^e 'Sjwv ^S.^^^ 
and live. May those \rt\o ate «l^V«^^^^«1 ^'^ 
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Zion, with their faces thitherward, find a teacher 
that will say to them, This is the way, walk ye in 
it, when they turn to the right hand, and when 
tbe}r turn to the left. Let the rich be poor in 
spirit ; and the poor be made rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which Thou hast promised 
to them that love Thee. Let the ignorant be en- 
lightened; and let those that are wise, become 
fools, that they may be wise. 

We bless Thee, for all thy former lovii^-kind- 
nesses to this family, and pray that they may be 
continued to us and sanctified to us. May the 
outgoings of the morning and evening of another 
day be made to rejoice. May we continually live 
under the shadow of thy win^, and the influence 
of thy grace ; and let the words of our mouth, and 
the meaitations of our hearts, be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, our strei^th and our Redeemer. 

And unto Him that is able to do for us exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, accord- 
ing to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be 
gloiy in the church, by Christ Jesjps, throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

Who in the heavens can be compared unto the 
Lord? Who among the sons of the mighty can be 
likened unto the Lord ? Thy wisdom, no difficul- 
ty can perplex ; thy power, no exertion can wea- 
ken ; thy bounty, no communication can exhaust or 
diminish. Thy goodness waits to be gracious, and 
is exalted to have mercy. 

Thou hearest prayer ; and to assure our hearts 

before Thee, Thou hast not only commanded us 

to seek Tbee^ biit Thou hast furnished us with the 

petitions we are to offer. Thou, evetv TY»wl >wmX 

toM us, to take with vou words and \.uti\ Vo <c«t 
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Lord ; and say unto Him — Take away all iniquity, 
receive us graciously, so will we offer the sacrifice 
of praise to God continually, that is the fruit of pur 
lips, giving thanks to his name. 

We feel the truth of our character, as drawn in 
the Scriptures ; and we acknowledge our desert — 
and our nelplessness too. Thy mercy is our only 
refuge and resource. O, be merciful unto us, and 
bless us, and cause thy face to shine upon us, that 
we may be saved. O, visit us with that salvation, . 
which IS present as well as future ; which changes, * 
not only our state, but our nature ; and which, not 
only admits us into thy family, but makes us new 
creatures. 

As Thou didst in the original creation, command 
light to shine out of darkness, so do Thou shine in 
our hearts. Give us the light of the knowledge of 
thy gloiy, in the face of Jesus Christ ; and may 
we so know Thy gloiy, in the face of Jesus Christ; 
and may we so uiow Thee, as to love Thee su- 
premely; serve Thee, as our only Lord; and 
cleave to Thee, as our portion for ever. Subdue 
the rebelli »u of our wills, that we may sutimit to 
thy commands, add acquiesce in thy dispensa- 
tions, without murmurings and disputings. Unite 
our hearts to fear thy name ; and may we be in 
the fear of the Lord all the day long. Make us 
Israelites indeed, in whom there is no guile. Ena- 
ble OS to majntain a conscience, void of offence, 
towards God, and towards man : may we be the 
same, when no eye sees us, as we are in the pub- 
lic alks of life : may we ent^r the closet as well 
' as the temple : and attend to our principles and 
motives, as well as our actions and pursuits. 

We mourn over our numberless failures and 

backslidings ; our incorrigibleness under rebukes ; 

our want of profiting under ordinances ; the misim** 

provement of our talents ; and o\k we^l^cX. ^^ ^^- 

portutn'ties of usefulness. W \\ale\^i Nve^ V4^ \5&^^ 

of ourselves, compels ns to exda\m^'^^<:^^\ "WSl 
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vile. Yet while we are humble, may we be grate- 
ful : and never be backward to acknowledge what 
Thou hast done for our souls. If we are not like 
some of thy people, we bless Thee, that we are 
not like the rest of the world ; if we are not what 
we ought to be, we are not what we once were: 
and 7%ou hast made us to differ, and we have 
nothing which we did not receive firom thee. 

And if our religion be imperfect, may it appear 
to be real, and vital, by its activi^, and its tend- 
ing to growth. May it awaken m us an uncon- 
querable desire, to go from strei^th to strength, 
and to be renewed day by day. 

May our religion always attend us, and dignify 
us in the ordinaiy scenes of life. May we remem- 
ber, that greatness consists, not in doing great 
Uiiiks, but in doing little things with a great 
mind. 

As thQ events of providence occur, may they 
always find in us, those ilispositions which will 
keep them from injuring us, and which will con- 
vert them all into advantages. 

In a vale of tears, may we look for a succession 
of trials : and may we also look for the accom- 
plishment of the promise — I will be with thee in 
trouble. ; 

May the joy of the Lord be our strength j may 
it keep us from lusting after the vanities of the 
world ; bear up the heart and mind in the loss of 
every creature-comfort, and enliven us in the val- 
ley of the shadow of death. And before we reach 
heaven, may we bear the image of the heavenly ; 
possess the earnests of our inheritance ; and ei^oy 
the first fruits of the glorious harvest. 

And to God, the Father, the Son, and the Ifoly 
Ghost, be all honour and glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. ' 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 

O God, Thou art the Creator, the Upholder, 
and the Proprietor of all things. Thy dominion 
IS everlasting and universal. Thou dost according 
to thine own will in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth ; none can stay 
thy hand, or say unto Thee, What dost Thou ? 

We cannot escape from thy presence, or control ; 
nor do we desire it. It is our privilege, that we 
are under the agency, not only of Omnipotence, 
but righteousness, wisdom, patience, mercy, and 
grace. Thou art love. Thou hast loved us with 
more than parental affection ; thou hast commend- 
ed thy love towards us, in that while we were sin- 
ners, Christ died for us. He that spared not his 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all — ^how 
shall he not with him also, freel}' give us all thin&rs ? 
Here may all our fears drop off from our minds ; 
here may we be tilled with everlasting consolation, 
and good hope through grace. 

Thou hast not only allowed, but commanded us 
to believe on the name of thy dear Son. O, let 
us not refuse to be comforted ; let us not r^ect the 
counsel of God against ourselves ; but, remem- 
bering, that we are as welcome as we are guilty, 
may we drink of the fountain of the water of life 
freely. 

But while we know that we may come to the 
Redeemer, and ought to come — may we never 
think ourselves interested in the blessira^s of his 
salvation, unless we have come. May there be a 
real and living union between our souls and Him ; 
that being quickened together with Christ, we 
may be raised up, and made to sit with him in 
heavenly places. May we live a life of faith in 
thy promises, mingled with no doubt of thy truth, 
or suspicion of thy power. May we \\\% -iLVsfe. ^1 
Jiope ; expecting ihaA Thou wWt oe owt ^mxv «»sS. w« 
sbie](i : that Thou wilt give grace ^Tvd^or^ % «s^^ 
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withhold no good thing from us, while we walk up 
rightlv. And may we live a life, of love ; for ne 
that dwelleth in love,dwelleth.in God, and God in 
him. O, shed abroad thy love in our hearts, the 
animatii^ and delightful principle, of all obedi- 
ence. May we love our neighbour as ourselves ; 
and consider every one as our neighbour, who 
falls within the reach of our knowledge and as- 
sistance. 

We feel, that the work to which we are called, 
is far above our strength. We have tried our pur- 
poses and resolutions, and have found them vain. 
The least temptation, has been too poweiful hr 
us, when we have gone forth in our own strength. 
O, teach us how to be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might. And at every movement 
in our journey, and our warfare, say to our heart. 
Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God ; I will strengthen thee ; yea, 1 
will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness. 

And may we never depart from Thee, by making 
flesh our arm, or the creature our portion. With 
regard to the world, may our soul be even as a 
weaned child ; but may we draw near to Thee as 
our exceedii^ joj ; and contemplate, with appro- 
priation, the penod when we shall behold thy face 
m righteousness, awake up after thy likeness, and 
be satisfied with thy favour. 

All which we implore through the mediation of 
Him, who ever liveth to make intercession for us : 
and to whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit^ be endless praises. Amen. 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 

Hat we approach Thee, with all the encourage- 
meDt derivable from a conviction that Thou art 
the biased God — Happy in thyself, and the source 
of happiness to thy creatures. The eyes of all 
wait upon Thee, and Thou givest them their meat 
in due season: Thou openest thine hand, and 
satiflfiest the desire of eveiy living thing. Thou 
art our maker and benefactor. Thou hast not only 
produced us. but sustained us : not only suppprted 
us, but indulged us : yea, Thou hast given us all 
ttuiiKS richly to enjoy. Thou hast provided for the 
weuare of our souls, as well as our bodies : Thou 
hast answered the awful question. How shall I 
come before the Lord, and bow before the Hieh 
God ? Thou hast told us what we must do to oe 
saved. May we follow the light of life which 
Thou Jiast given us, till it brings us to Him who 
appears in every attribute, and in eveiy attitude of 
power and pity, to meet all our wants and miseries. 
Jkod as we draw near, may we hear bis mcious 
Yoke saying, him that cpmeth unto me, I uHll in 
DO wise cast out. Mbj we commit our eternal all 
into His hands ; and being reconciled by his death, 
may we be saved by His life. May we live by 
Him; live to Him; live like Him. While we 
behold Him as rich, for our sakes becoming poor, 
aod dyii^ that we may live, may his unexampled 
love constrain us into all holy obedience and zeal : 
and render our duty, our delight. 

May we never wait for the company of others, 
or feel their approbation necessary to mduce us to 
follow iftm, who is all our salvation, and ought to 
be all our desire. May we go forth to Him with- 
out the camp, bearing his reproach. And if our 
faith is deemed folly, our hope delu%vQW^ ^vs. 
meekness meanness, our zeal ix\«ATv&'9k%\ tns^ ^^ 
rejoice thai we are counted wotVV"^ \.o«vsSSfe\«s»ss»> 
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for his name ; and binding it as a garland around 
our brow, say, If this be to be rile, I will yet be 
more vile. Thus, blessed Redeemer, wast Thou 
treated in the days of thy flesh; thus, was thv 
name cast out as evil, thy actions misrepresented, 
and thy Spirit blasphemed. O, let the servants 
be willing to be as the Master, and the disciples 
as the Lord. 

We hope in thy word ; but it is because it as- 
sures us, that Thou waitest to be gracious : and 
dost not break the bruised reed, or quench the 
smoking flax. How poor and pitiable, how maim- 
ed and dying a thing, has our religion been, under 
eveiy advantage to promote it. Lord, hide pride 
from us ; enable us to walk humbly with our Qod ; 
and ask and receive that our joy may be fbU. 
Hast Thou not promised to supply all our need, 
from thy riches, in gloiy, by Chnst Jesus ? Thou 
knowest all our warfare, all our work, all our 
trials ; and Thou knowest the d^ree and extent 
of our weakness ; and yet Thou hast said, My 
^ce is sufficient for thee — ^Lord we believe--help 
Thou our unbelief. 

While we rejoice in our privileges, we would 
remember the way in which they become ours. 
VVe have nothing to gloiy in before Thee. We 
ourselves also, were once foolish and disobedient ; 
and we would ever look to the rock whence we 
were hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence we 
were digged. Thou hast made us to difier and 
we have nothing but what we have received. 

And this encourages us with regard to others. 
What Thou hast done for us. Thou art able to do 
for them. And Thou art willii^. Thou hast 
therefore commanded us to pray, tor all men. O, 
let none of those perish, whom we love as our own 
souls. Keep them as the apple of the eye ; hide 
diein under the shadow of thy wing. 
Lei grace and peace be mu\l\pued lo ^\V \i»m^ 
irbo have obtained like precious iaWVi yjV^ \i&\ 
find If Thou art pleased to try Ihal to\\. ^cwy VW. 
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trial be found unto praise, and gloiy, and honour, 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

But we would not forget even the ignorant and 
}>rofligate. Teach transgressors thy ways,jand let 
sinners be converted unto Thee. 

Dethrone the god of this world. Destroy the 
works of the devil. And may our globe whicn has 
so loqg groaned beneath the curse, be as the smell 
of a field which the Lord hath blessed. Send out 
thy light and thy truth ; thy servants and thy 
laDOurers ; and for them may the wilderness and 
the solitary place be made glad, and the desert 
raoice ana blossom as the rose. Amen. 

Blessing and glory, and power, and might, be 
Qoto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O Thou, with whom we have to do— suffer us 
not to live without Thee in the world. Thou art 
our Creator; our Preserver; our Governor; and 
we believe that Thou wilt be our Judge, it is 
well for us, that we can view Thee in another 
character — ^the Saviour of sinners ; and that before 
we are called to appear before thy awful tribunal, 
we are invited, and commanded to come boldly to 
the throne of grace, there to obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need. 

May we readily and thankfully avail ourselves 
of eveiy opportunity to draw nigh to God, in the 
temple^ in the retirement of the closet, and at the 
domestic altar ; and let not our devotion be bodily 
exercise only. Quicken our souls to call upon thy 
name. Detach us from the influence of flesh and 
sense. Impress us with the power of CavUi v ^»^ 
produce in us that spirituaWly o^ wvcA^^WOiv nrv^w 
reader our services accepVabW X.o'YVve.^^^S!^^* 
ligbtfuland profitable to ouv^eAv^s, 

9* 
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Though Thou art Most High for evermore, 
Thou re^ardest the man that i^ poor and 6£ a con- 
trite spint, and that trembleth at thy word. Thou 
fillest the hungiy with good things, while the rich 
are sent emp^ away. O, brii^ us, however hum- 
bling and painful the process may be ; O, bring us, 
into that state which attracts thine eye, and pre- 

Sarcs for the proofs of thy love. Show us our 
ai^er, that we may flee for refuge to the hope 
set before us. Make us sensible of our disease, 
and of the eternal death to which it is so rapidly 
tendir^. That we may value the physician, and 
cry — heal me and I shall be healed, save me and 
I shall be saved, for Thou art my praise. 

Our deliverance must come entirely from thy- 
self. And Thou hast not foi^otten to be gracious. 
We bless Thee for the purpose of salvation ; 
for the engagements of the everlasting covenant ; 
and for the gift of thy dear Son, the proof and the 
pledge, that Thou wilt also freely give us all 
thit^. We thank Thee for the worn of truth, 
which proclaims peace by the blood of the cross ; 
and beseeches us in Christ's stead to be reconciled, 
unto God. O, let the message prevail. Let it slay 
the enmity of our hearts, and lead us to throw 
down ever^ weapon of rebellion, and mourn over 
them. With weeping and supplication, may we 
return to Thee, from whom we have so deeply 
revolted. And while with shame and self-abhor- 
rence, we confess that other lords beside Thee 
have had dominion over us, henceforth may we 
resolve, that by Thee only will we make mention 
of thy name. With zeal, may we enga^ in that 
service which is perfect freedom ; and with entire- 
ness, devote ourselves to that work which is hon- 
ourable and glorious. May we employ every 
faculty, and use every blessing, as those who 
kaow, that they arc not their owi\,bu\.\iou^\.\^V^i 
a price, and bound to glorify God, \iv Wievc \)q^^ 
^na in thf^ir spirit, ivhich are God"*:*. 
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Work in us to will and to do of tby good plea- 
sure. Uphold us by thy free Spirit ; and let the 
joy of the Lord be our strength. 

May we be watchful over our ways, may we be 
jealous over our tempers ; and may we keep our 
hearts with all diligence, knowing, that out of 
them are the issues of life. Divest us of pride, 
and clothe us with humbleness of mind. Eradi- 
cate ever^ root of bitterness, and let the peace of 
God rule in our hearts. 

When we droop, revive us ; when we loiter, 
quicken us ; restore us, when we go astray ; and 
lead us in the paths of righteousness for thy name's 
sake. 

Yea, though we walk through the vallev of the 
shadow of death, may we fear no evil. Knowing 
that Thou art with us, and that thy rod and staff 
will comfort us. 

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord 
make his face to shine upon us, and be gracious 
unto us. The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
us and give us peace. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O God, Thou art greatly to be feared in the 
asseftibly of the saints, and to be had in reverence 
of all that are about Thee. Those glorious beings 
that never fell, veil their faces and sink into nothing 
before the Eternal all ; and exclaim. Holy, holy, 
holv, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full 
of his glory. With what emotion should we enter 
thy presence, whose foundation is in the dust : and 
who have contemned thy goodness, defied thy 
power, trampled upon thy laws, andreivda^^^dos^^- 
sehes worthy o[ eternal deaVb. 0\Ye\vvvo^\'CsKSi -jjx^ 
increased over our Viead : uuA o\\\ Vve'^^^'ss* V^^ 
grone up to the vo.rv hr av«'\v. \"\\Un\v>v\\A^^V^^'^'* 
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ment with thy senrants : our consciences assure 
us, that if Thou, Lord, shouldst maik iniquity, we 
could not stand. 

But there is merby with Thee, and with Thee 
there is plenteous redemption; and therefore, 
while a sense of our vileness depresses us, we en- 
courage ourselves in thy word. We know that 
our recoveiy can never spring from any cause in 
us. We have destroyed ourselves, but we cannot 
save. Yet our condition is not helpless. Help is 
laid on One that is mighty ; and infinitely (jualined 
for His work ; and who has shown us, in His resur- 
rection from the dead, and ascension into heaven, 
the all sufficiency and acceptance of His sacrifice 
on the cross, and proved, that bj the one offering 
ef Himself, He ba^ perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified. 

Informed of this compassionate sdieme, may we 
gratefully fall in with the design: may we un- 
feignedly believe the recordl that Thou hast given 
us of tl^ Son ; embrace Him as our only hope ; 
rejoice m Him as our highest ^oiy ; and hence- 
forth, may the life that we live in the flesh, be by 
the faith of Him who loved us, and gave Himself 
for us. 

And while we live by Him, may we live to 

Him, and may we live like Him. May we never 

consider ourselves christians, but as we resemble 

Christ. May our conformity to His principles, 

temper, and conduct, be hourly growing, and be- 

Gome more apparent, not only to ourselves but 

to others. And may we continue in his word, 

that we may be his disciples indeed ; rooted and 

built up in Him, and established in the truth as 

we have been taught, and abounding therein with 

thanksgiving. 

May no length of watching or length of waiting 

cooJ our love and ze^l ; whatever discowi^woeDXa 

jre meet with^ may we never grow weary \a y»^ 

oo/ng^^yeg^ may we not onVy persev^te, 'wYs^fc 



THIRD WEEK. 105 

many draw back— ^but fear God above many who 
go forward ; and hear the Saviour-Judge saying, I 
know thy works, and the last to be more than the 
first. 

May we not only be blessed ; but prove bles- 
sings. May we often look closely at our talents, 
relations, and circumstances in life, to see how we 
can be serviceable to the bodies and souls of our 
fellow-creatures, and especially how we may do 
good to them that are of the household of faith. 

We are continually meeting with wants and 
miseries which we are utterly unable to remove or 
release ; but we rejoice that in our contracted 
agency, prayer opens a resource to our benevo- 
lence ; we can prajr ; and prayer has power with 
God, and can prevail. 

Let the leisure and affluence of the rich, afford 
. them means and opportunities of beneficence ; and 
may they be ready to communicate ; and be rich 
in good works. 

Let the afflictions of the afflicted render sin 
hateful, wean them from a vain world, endear to 
them the word of grace, the throne of grace, and 
the spirit of grace ; and work out for them, a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of gloiy. 

Let our ignorance of futurity. Keep us in a state 
of constant dependence upon thy providential 
care ; and lead us earnestly to seek large supplies 
of &e Spirit of Jesus Christ, to fit us for all events. 

Thou hast redeemed us, O Lord God of Truth ; 
and therefore, into thine hands we commit our- 
selves, and our interests, beseeching Thee to do 
for us, exceeding abundantly, above all we are 
able to ask or think, through our only liOrd and 
Saviour. Amen. 
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THURSDAY* MORNING. 

O God, help us to approach Thee, under a veiy 
lively conviction of thy abundant mercy, and the 
exceeding riches of thy grace. We oiu;nt to ad- 
mire thy wisdom, to stand in awe of thy power, 
and to abase ourselves before thy spotless pUrity. 
But it is the discovery of thy goodness alone, that 
^an banish our fear, and allure us with humble 
confidence into thy presence, there to divulge our 
sorrows, and confess our sins. 

And, O, how encouraging is it, under a review 
of our past guilt, and a consciousness of present 
unworthiness, to know, that we have to do with a 
Being who waits to be gracious, and is exalted to 
have mercy. We therefore bless Thee, that an at- 
tribute so essential to our happiness and hope, is 
not founded on conjecture, or obscurely revealed. 
Thou hast not left Thyseli without witness in the 
seasons of the year, and the bounties of nature, 
and Providence. But Thou hast eiven us tl^ 
word, which Thou hast magnified above all thy 
name. There we see Thee, not sparir^ thine own 
Son, but delivering Him up for us all ; there we 
behold the provisions of fhy house ; there we 
hear the proclamations of thy servants — Come, 
for all things are now ready. 

Lord, make us willing to be saved, and to be 
saved in thine own way. Condemnea by the law 
which we have so often transgressed, may we turn 
for all our relief to the gospel ; and perceiving 
nothing in ourselves, may we find in the hope of 
Israel, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption. May the messa^ which concerns a 
dying, rising, interceding Saviour, be received in- 
to our very hearts, and become there a well of 
water, springing up into everlasting life. And may 
we not only receive Christ Jes\is Wv^e Viot^, >a\3X. 
a/so walk in Him ; in a stale of depeti^civc^ ^ygaiv 
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Him, communion with Him, and conformity to 
Him. May we be followers of Him as dear chil- 
dren ; imperfect, but still pressing forward ; not 
complaining of labour, but valuing rest ; not mur- 
inunng under .our trials, but thankful for a state. 
O, that we were sure of reaching it ! where our 
sun shall no more go down, nor our moon with- 
draw herself, but God shall be our everlasting: 
light, and the days of our mourning shall be 
ended. 

We live in the midst of observation. Many 
watch for our halting, and wish our good to be 
evil spoken of. May we walk the more circum- 
spectly ; and by well doin^, may we put to si- 
lence the ignorance of foolish men ; yea, by our 
good works which they behold, may we constrain 
them to glorify God in the day of visitation. 

We appear not alone in Thy presence ; but are 
variously connected in life. Regard those who 
are dear to us by the claioqs of nature or friend- 
ship* We ask not that Thou shouldst set them 
upon the high places of the eaxih ; but O, number 
them with Thy saints in glory everlasting ; O, let 
none of them die withoiU an mterest in Christ, and 
be separated from us in the day when Thou wilt 
make up thy jewels. 

Bless those who are related to us in religious 
bonds. And such, we are delighted to ^consider 
clU the followers of the Lamb, under whatever 
name, distinctive or reproachful, they may pass 
among men ; may the tiord add to nis toeople, 
how many soever they be, a hundred-fold ; and 
may grace and peace be multiplied unto them. 

Andfoigetnot.we beseech Thee, those to whom 
we are politically allied. May all who are io 
places of public trust, be faithful to the public in- 
terest. Teach our senators wisdom. May aJl 
our magistrates be men fearing God. ^kSAVc^E^^o:^ 
covetousness, terrors to evil doets^tLtA^VtwaifeVtt 
tteio that dd well ; and m^^ aW t^risaSxv^iB^^^sa^* 
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munity, pursue that righteousness which exalteth 
a nation ; that, beir^ a holy, we may be a happy 
people, whose God is the Lord. 

So we thy people, and the sheep of thy pasture, 
will give Thee thanks for ever ; we will show forth 
thy praise throughout all generations. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING 

When we enter Tiiy presence, O God, we see 
Thee in all Uie glory of thy perfections, seated 
on a throne of universal and everlasting empire, 
thousands ministering unto Thee, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand standing before Thee. Impress 
our minds with a consciousness of thy greatness ; 
not to drive us back from Thee, but to inspire us 
with reverence and godly fear, in approachii^ 
Thee ; not to diminish our confidence in Thee, but 
to lead us to admire the vastness of thy conde- 
scension, in deigning to open communications with 
creatures so mean and vile as we are. Lord, what 
is man, that Thou art mindful of him ; or the son 
of man, that Thou visitest him. 

And, yet Thou hast been mindful of us; Thou 
hast visited us. We have been thy chaige from 
the womb ; and Thou hast, in all conditions, cared 
for us. We have been constantly fed at thy table ; 
and clothed from thy wardrobe. How often hast 
Thou drawn the curtain of night around us, and 
ordered creation to be quiet, while thy children 
have slumbered and slept. Thy mercies have 
been new every morning. Thy goodness has in- 
spired our relations and friend^ with all the «en; 
timents of tenderness and respect, they hayeeireir 
expressed towards us. And we would not ov^- 
Jook the blessings of the life \\\at tvovj \s— 

But, O Loni, suffer us not to foi^^X: ^isaX ^^ 
fr^nt bettor />/essings than thesQ* \^ '^ \N«^ ^\«jPft^ 
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beyond the grare. We are guilty, depraved, 
dying creatures. We need paraon and holiness, 
and wisdom, and strength, and peace and joy ; we 
want the earnests and foretastes of immortality. 
And blessed be thy name, what we so much need, ^ 
and hope we can say, so much desire, Thou hast 
provided. We thank Thee for thy unspeakable 
gift. We rejoice, that we have our existence in a 
und of gospel privileges ; and where one of thu 
fint sounds that entered our infant ears, from the 
lips of maternal piety, was the name of Jesus. 
We rejoice that we nave been led to view Him, 
not only as a teacher, and an example, but as the 
I^mb of God, that taketh away tne sins of thn 
world ; and that now in Christ Jesus, we, who 
sometimes were far off, are made nigh by the blood 
of Christ; and have boldness ami access with 
confidence, by the faith of Him. 

May we look aAer actual and personal benefit 
from Him, and never be satisfied, till we can say, 
I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded, 
that He is able to keep that which I nave com- 
mitted to Him against that day. Possess us with 
more of that faith, which is the principle and me- 
dium of all vital godliness ; may we be rich in 
faith ; may we be strong in faith. By faith may 
we live ; and by faith may we walk. May we 
feel the joy of faith : and do the work of faith. 
May we abound in hope ; may the charity of 
every one of us, towaitls each other, increase ; 
and may we be filled with all the fruits of rieht- 
eousoess, which are, by Jesus Christ, to the gloiy 
andpraise of God. 

We oinzht to feel a broken heart, and a contrite 
spirit. We grieve to think, how insensible we 
have been, to the claims of thy authori^, and the 
endearments of thy love ; how little we have cre- 
dited tb/ truth, trusted thy pioxmafeft^^^wfe^'^ 
thnateniDgs, obeyed thy comrci«xA'& . w \iss^\<3^^^ 
^ny of our advantages. W e Wn^- ^^ ^^'^ "^^"^"^ 
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line, and precept upon precept. How numberles? 
have been our admonitions, and wanings; and 
Thou hast said — ^He that being often reprored, 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy. 

We thank Thee, that notwithstandimj^ our de- 
sert, this is not, at presient, our doom. Aa yet, we 
are in the number of those, for whom Thou art 
waiting to be gracious. We are yet in the land 
of the living. Through another day Thoo hast 
spared us, smd blessed us. May thy goodness lead 
us to repentance, and thy loi^-suftering prove our 
salvation. Let no evil befall us, and no plague 
come nigh our dwellii^, this night ; and in the 
momii^ may we rise to walk, betore the Lord, in 
the land of the living, and to show forth all his 
praise. 

We implore it in the name of Him who died 
for our sins, rose again for our justification, and 
ever liveth to make intercession for us ; and to 
whom, with the Father, and Holy Spirit, be as- 
cribed everlasting praises. Amen. < 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

OvR voice shalt Thou hear in the moming, O 

Lord ; in the morning, alone, and in our family, 

will we direct our prayer unto Thee, and will look 

up. How well does it become ns to be thankful t 

Many, during the past night, have had no place 

where to lay their head. Many, the victims of 

disease, have been full of tossing to and fro, until 

the dawnii^ of the day ; so that their bed has not , 

comforted them, nor their couch eased their com- 

plstint. Many have been deprived of rest while 

^atcbhig over ibe'xt connexions \i\p^\ft«wi?«t- 

fow. How many have slept t\\e s\eep oi ^^^aAii^ 

^od rrllj not aw.ikc till the h'saveiia aJ^ W) \x»s^^ 
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Others, whose lives are prolonged, have risen to 
be surrounded with want and wo : and thousands, 
who have all things richly to enjoy, have risen only 
to live another day, without God in the world. 

And why is not this the case with us ? Thou, O 
God, hast remembered, and distinguished, and in- 
dulged us. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all 
(liat is within me, bless his holy name, O magnify 
the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name to- 

Aad thy mercies have been new eveiy morning, 
yea, eveiy moment. All our desires have not 
been gratified ; but it was love that denied us, 
when the accomplishment of our wishes would 
have proved our ruin or our injury : we have had 
Qiir trials^ but they have been few compared with 
4>ur fiins .; they have been attended with number- 
less alleviations; and when we have kissed the 
rod, it has fallep out of 'thy hand. 

Thou hast often >viped away our tears, and res- 
tored peace to thy mourners : Thou hast never * 
chastened us but tor our pront ; we already see 
the desien of many of our griefs, and can say, It 
is good for me that I have been afflicted, and m all 
other cases where darkness yet clouds the dis- 

f»ensatioD, we desire to walk by faith. We be- 
ieve that Thou hast done all things well, and that 
thy work is perfect. 

Duti O, what do we owe Thee for the word of 
thy trutlhr-the throne of thy grace — the Son of thy 
love— thy unspeakable gift; what do we owe 
Thee, if we have any reason to hope that we are 
in Christ, and free fW)m all condemnation ; and 
that when He, who is our life, shall appear, we 
shall also appear with Him in glory, and be for 
ever with the Lord ! 

Surely, a gratitude becomes us that will not eva 

porate m a momii^ acknoMed^tci<&tvVNsf\^^^\\:^N 

out such as will keep us m Ibe \eax ol ^<fc V«t\ "^ 

^ day Jongy and lead us to ask, NNVvaX. %W\\ ^^- 
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der unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me ? 
We, therefore, by the mercies of God, present 
our bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
unto Thee, which is our reasonable serrice. 

And now, O Thou Author of alt good, we come 
to Thee for the grace another day will require — 
the grace its duties will require— the gprace its 
events will require ; for we Know not when we 
leave our apartments in the morning, what a day 
will bring forth. But we know that we are step- 
ping into a wicked world, and that we carnr about 
us an evil heart : we know that without Tnee we 
can do nothing : and we know that there is nothing 
with which we shall have any concern in the day, 
however harmless in itself, but may prove an oc- 
casion of sinning and fallir^, unless we are kept 
by the power of God. We, therefore, desire to 
T)ray ourselves out of our own keepiug into tby 
keeping. Hold Thou us up, and we shaU be safe. 
Preserve our understandings from the subtlety of 
' error ; our affections from the love of idols ; our 
senses from the ungovernable impressbns of out- 
ward objects ; our character ham every stain of 
vice, and our profession from* every appearance of 
evil : and may the God of ^eace sanctify us 
wholly, and may our whole spirit, soul, and body, 
})e preserved blameless unto the comii^ of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

May we engage in nothing on which we cannot 
implore thy blessing, and to which we cannot wel- 
come thy inspection. Prosper us in our lawfiil 
undertakings, or prepare us for disappointment, 
(jive us neither poverty nor riches. Feed us with 
food convenient for us, lest we be full and deny 
Thee, and say. Who is the Lord ? or, lest we lie 
poor, and steal, and take the name of oifr God 
in vain. 
May every creature be good to i», View %:a*Q- 
tiBed by the word of God^andptayet, tf«|^^ 
hofv to use the world as not abusini^ \\. »««fe 
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U9 to improve our talents, and to redeem our time. 
Ma7 we walk in wisdom towards them that are 
witnout, and in kindness towards them that are 
wftbin ; and do ^od, as we have opportunity unto 
^11 men, especially unto them that are of the 
^usehold of faith. 

And unto Him that is able to keep us from fall- 
ing, and to present us faultless before the presence 
ofHis glory with cxceedii^joy : to the only wise 
God, our Saviour, be gloiy, and majesty, dominion, 
and power, both now and ever. Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING 

O Thou incomprehensibly great and glorious 
Jefaovah ! the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
who only hast immortality. We adore Thee and 
aibase ourselves. Though we are allowed to ap- 
proach Thee, we would not be mindless of the 
views and feelings which so well become those, 
ivho, as creatures, are less than nothi^, and, as 
sinners, are worse than nothing before Thee. 

For, if we say, we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us ; the heavens 
would reveal our iniquity, and the earth would 
rise up against us. And why should we endeavour 
to deny our guilt, since even our tho^hts have not 
been screened from thy sight, and Tnou hast set 
our most secret sins in the light of thy counte- 
nance? and why should we desire it, since we 
know, that if we confess our sins. Thou art faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness ? From a view, there- 
fore, of their exceeding sinfulness, we would con- 
fess tBem with a broken heart, and a contrite spi- 
rit, earnestly longing to be delivered (!^«v \5aft.\<\^ 
sod be led m the way eveT\^?\w^. 
10* 
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Enable us to remember that blood which clean- 
seth from all sin ; to believe in flmt grace which 
can subdue all our iniquities ; and to resign our- 
selves to that agency which can deliver us from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty 
of the sons of Grod. While mair^ envy the men 
of the world, who have their portion in this life« 
majr we, with Moses, choose rather to suffer af- 
fliction with the people of God^than eigoy the 
pleasures of sin tor a season. While many seek 
great thing's for themselves on earth ; things which 
perish in tne using, and afford no satisfaction in the 
possessing — may the prayer of David become ours. 
Remember me, O Lord, with the favour Thou 
bearest unto thy people. O visit me with tiiy 
salvation, that \ may see the good of thv chosen, 
that I may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, 
and glory with thine inheritance. 

We sometunes hope that Thou hast already be- 
gun a good work in us ; and to whom should we 
go for the continuance, the mnoeress, and the com- 
pletion, but to Thee, the Uod of all grace, and 
who art not onl3r the Author, but Finisher, of our 
faith? we rejoice in what Thou hast done for 
others ; in their deliverance and elevation we see 
what Thou art able and willing to do for us. We 
bless Thee for the promises upon which Thou hast 
caused us to hope, and in which Thou hast engaged 
. to perfect that which concerneth us: we thank 
Thee for the means of ig^ace, in the humble and 
diligent use of which. Thou art pleased to draw 
near to those who draw near to Thee. 

May we love the closet as well as the temple 

and sanctify to us, not only the preaching of th« 

gos^l, but also the reading of tliy wcmL Be 

lievmg, with a faith unfeignea, that it b given by 

inspiration of God, may we find it profitable fo* 

doctrine, for reproof ^ for coTrecllon^ and for in 

struction in righteousness. In every ipet^v^V)^ 

^^J" it be the man of our counsc\ •, maj ^^ tfc* 
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pair to it in evenr distress, and in the multitude of 
our thoughts within us, may thy comforts delight 
our souls. 

May we have an increasing conviction of our 
liahleness to err. and our exposure to sin, that we 
may place ourselves under thy guiding and guar- > 
dian care. As we see the vanity of the wori^ and 
meet with trials and disappointments, may we take 
a firmer hold of that covenant which is ordered in 
all things, and sure ; and may this be all our sal- 
vation, and all our desire, when our house is not 
so with Godp and Thou makest it not to grow. 
May we rejoice in hofje ; be patient in tribulation ; 
ana continue constant in prayer. 

May we feel more of toe purifying, more of the 
dienifying, more of the soflening" influence of the 
religion we profess. May we nave compassion 
one of another ; love as brethren — be pitiful — ^be 
courteous. May we never render railipg for raU- 
ing, but contrawise, blessing : miy we not be 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

May we never incur the curse of the arjgel of 
the covenant, ibr not coming to the help of the 
Lord. , May we deem it an honour to be employ- 
ed by Thee, and long to be instruments id uy 
hands. Ready to seize every oppor^muty of use- 
fulness ; and willing to use all our talents in thy 
blessed service, may we daily ask, Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do ? 

Bless our country. May we be for a name and 
a praise unto Thee in the whole earth. Laigely 
have we been the recipients of thy goodness ; and 
freely may we give. Sanction the mstitutioiis and 
efforts by which we are endeavouring to spread 
the benefits of the gospel. God be mercifii! unto 
ttf , and bless uf, that His way may be known on 
earth. His saviu; health among all nations. 

O remember me number called^\tiN^\VN>a&^7i^^ 
to suffer. Bless their daVW lod, ^aN<^ ^& ^"^ 
daJ/y bread. May they iei&\ \tkv^«&\«wi. -'^x^i^ 
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shall never wear off; may they feam such lessons 
as shall never be forgotten ; may they eigoy such 
consolations, as shaD enable them to say, It is 
good for me that I have been afflicted. 

And to God, only wise, be gfoiy and dominion, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

O Thou everlasting God, the Creator of all the 
ends of the earth, and the Father' of the spirits of 
all flesh. We have destroyed ourselves, but in 
Thee is our help. Our nature is defiled ; all the 
powers of our souls are degraded ; we are vile, 
we are miserable ; we are without strength. We 
condemn ourselves, and confess HhaX we deserve to 
perish. If ever we are saved, it must be by good- 
ness the most undeserved and astonishing: not 
only by mercy, but abundant mercy ; not only by 
grace, but the exceeding riches of thy grace. 

And such me^cy anc grace Thou nast been 
pleased to reveal, and to promise, and to exempli- 
nr. Thou hast told us thy designs, and unlike the 
forebodings of our guilty minds, they are thoughts 
of peace, and nojt of evil. 

We bless Thee for devising means to rescue us 
from the perdition of sin, and restore as to a state 
of happiness, and honour, and safe^ superior to 
our original condition. We bless Thee for the 
provisions of the everlasting covenant, and for the 
constitution of a Mediator between Thee and us. 
We rejoice that He failed not, nor was discpur- 

Med, but accomplished the work that Was jnveD 
im to do, and' said on the cross. It is fioSlbed. 
We rejoice that now thy justice is satisfied, tfaiy 
Initb established, thy law magnified, and a fpon 
dation hid, even in thy own ^ory, fox o\it ho^. 
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May we look after present and personal interest 
in Christ, and never rest, till we can say. Surely, 
He hath borne our g^ief , and carried our 8ont>w : 
the chastisement of our peace was upoD Him, and 
by His stripes we are nealed. May we know, 
that in Him we have righteousness, and strene^, 
and are blessed with all spiritual blessings. While 
we are justified by His blood, may we be saved 
by His life. While we fi'lory in His cross, may 
we bow to His sceptre, and lon^ to have the same 
mind in us which was also in Him ; knowing, that 
if we have not the Spirit of Christ, we arc none 
of His. 

. We are convinced, that it is our happiness, as 
well as dutj^, to walk in thy ways, to keep thy 
statutes, and to submit to thy appointments ; but 
we are equally convinced, that tny grace alone is 
sufficient for us, and that without Thee we can do 
nothing. We cannot even stand, but as we are 
upheld by thy free Spirit. But with Thee is ti^e 
residue of the Spirit ; and Thou hast engaged to 
give thy Holy Spirit to them that ask Thee. Yea, 
Thou hast said. Open thy mouth wide, and I will 
fill it. Bless us, therefore, with constant and in- 
creasing supplies of grace and strength ; work in 
us to will ana to do of thy good pleasure, and ful- 
fil all the good pleasure of thy goodness, and the 
work of faith with power. 

May our religion, instead of bein^ an occasional 
and partial thing, be universal and invariable in 
its iiuiuence and effects. May we be in the fear of 
the Lord every day, and all the day long. May 
we hold communion with Thee in thy works, as 
well as thy word, and in the dispensations of thy 

Erovidence, as well as in the ordinances of thy 
ouse. 

May we always distinguish between the form oC 
godliness, and the powei \3hfci^Q»lv«A.\«X»^«i 
life, and a name to five. VJVwaX vi^\tfs^ ^^J^^ 
hypocrite, though he teth ^a\t«A, ^V^^ 'vNissp^ 
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takest away his soul ? O, make us Israelites m ' 
deed, in wbom is no guile. Often may we exam* 
ine ourselves, and inquire whether our religion will 
bear the eye of God. If we are not right, set us 
right, and keep us right. Search us, O God, and 
know our heart ; try us, and know our thoughts, 
and see if there be any wicked way in us, and 
lead 4J6 in the way everlasting. 

Impress us with a conviction of the vanity of the 
world, and the brevity and uncertainty of the time 
of our continuance here, that we may keep the 
end of life in view, and apply our hearts unto 
wisdom. 

We are^porant, and liable to a thousand delu- 
sions, but Thou knowest what is good for us ; to 
Thee, therefore, we commit our viorks, and our 
wa;^ ; and to Thee we refer the choice of our in- 
heritance. 

Only be with us, and keep us in the way that 
we go, and give us bread to eat, and raiment to 
put on, so that we come to our Fatiier's house ia 
peace ; and the Lord shall be our God. 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all, now and for ever. 
Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

O God, Thou hast been the refuge and the 
dwelling place of thy people in all generations. 
To Thee, the poor and the needy have always re- 
paired for succour ; and they that know thy 
name, will put their trust in Thee. And to whom 
sbouM we go, but unto Thee ? Thou hast the 
fronds of eternal life. There is iio bles&lne we 
c^ mpJore, hut Thou art able lo give^ ^ai&>be^\. 
promised to give, and hast alteaSj gvwu \^ ^ 
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counlless multitude, all unworthy and guWiy^ like 
ourselves. Yea, Thou hast not sparedTthiiie own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all ; and wilt 
Thou not with Him, also, freely give us all 
things ? 

O make us more willing to receive, the mpply 
of all our need, from thj riches, in gloiy, by 
Christ Jesus. And for this purpose, convince us 
of sin. Show us our true character and condition 
in thy sight. Take away the stone out of our 
hearts, and give us hearts of flesh. May we feel 
and bewail our folly and ingratitude ; our pride 
and unbelief ; the rebellion of our lives, and the 
corruption of our nature. May we sorrow after a 
godly sort, and abhor ourselves, repenting in dust 
and ashes. Through the law, may we die unto the 
law, and despair of obtaining life, but from thy 
own sovereign mercy. May we look with won- 
der, and submission, and gratitude, and delight, 
to the provision which Thou hast made for the 
glory of thine own name, in the salvation of sin- 
ners. May we believe in Him, whom Thou hast 
set forth as a propitiation for' sin, and as the end 
of the law for righteousness — ^may we know Him 
in the power of his resurrection and the fellowship 
of his sufferings, and be made conformable unto 
bis death. 

Give us that hope which maketh not ashamed. 
Inspire us with that love which excites to all holy 
obedience. Pour into our hearts that joy of the 
Lord which is the strength of thy people: and 
enable us to say with Paul, The life that I now 
live ID the ^esh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me^ and gave himself for me. 

And when we cannot pronounce on our own in- 
terest in divine things, may we still |)ersevere in 
duty ; may we wait on the Lord, a.wi kat^ Vsjft. 
yray; and he humble andedT\\ts\.^\r^^\\«ei\&^'^ 
ffwtstool, assured, that i\\e\ \\\\o\\v\Yv?,^t ^w^^^sst^^ 
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aAer righteousness, are blessed — and ' shall be 
filled. 

Pieserre us from that levity and indifference 
which are so unbecomine creatures, who live con- 
tinually under the eye o? God, and are always on 
the bnpk of an eternal world. 

May we discover nothing like selfishness and 
unkinoness, while professing to be the followers 
of Him, who pleased not nimself ; who, when 
rich, for our sakes became poor ; and went about 
doii]^ good. 

May we hold ourselves at thy disposal, not only 
with regard to the duties, but events of life. What- 
ever preferences we feel, may we submit them all 
to thy infinite wisdom, and say. Nevertheless, not 
my will, but thine be done. If we are called to 
resign any of our enjoyments, may we remember 
that it is the absolute proprietor, and our best 
friend who requires tbemj and yield, in the spirit 
of Him, who, when stripped of all, could say, 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; 
blessed be the name of the Lord. 

But make us thankful for the continuance of our 
comforts; and that in a world of such changes 
and misery, our indulgences have been so many, 
and our trials so few. 

Especially, would we be grateful for the means 
of grace, and the ordinances of religion, which 
still await us, notwithstanding all our unworthiness 
and provocations. O Lord, teach us to profit by 
them more than we have done ; and as to-morrow 
is tiie rest of the holy sabbath unto the Lord our 
Godj may we be in the spirit on thy own day ; 
and enter it in a state of mind suited to its solem- 
nities, duties, and privileges. May we leave 
eveiy thing worldly at the foot of^the mount, 
wbile we go to worship God above. May we 
experience the blessedness o£ tihe m^ixv^ ^Wska; 
stKogib is in Thee, and in iN\ioae.Vie^Brt.«»^^ 
^^ys of tbem. May we go feom sttcr^ \s> 
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strength ; and at last may eveiy one of us in Zion 
appear before God. 

O Lord God of hosts, iiear our prayer, give ear 
O God of Jacob. Behold, O God, our shield, and 
look upon the face of thine Anointed. Amen. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 

O Thou most high. Thine eyes are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good : thine 
eyes behold, and thine eye-lids try me children 
of men. We hope we can ajppeal to thj Omni- 
science, and say. In the way of th^ appomtments, 
we are now waiting for Thee, while our desire is 
to iby name, and to the remembrance of Thee. 

We are sinners; but not insensible of our state. 
Our iniquities are great and numberless ; but with 
a broken heart and a contrite spirit, we pray to be 
delivered froda them, and led in the way everlast- 
ing. Our case is desperate in itself, but there is 
hope in Israel concerning this thii^. The com- 
bined help of men and angels could not reach our 
miseiy ; but Thou art adequate to our relief. 

Thou art rich in mercy* The blood of Jesus 
Christ, thy Son, cleanseth from all sin. The 
agency of thy Holy Spirit can subdue the most 

Eowerful corruptions. Heal us, and we shall be 
ealed ; save us, and we shall be saved ; for Thou 
art our praise. Hide thy face from our sin, and 
blot out all our iniquity. Create in us also, O 
God, a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within 
us. Illuminate our understandings with the Ikfat 
of life. May we know the truth, and may toe 
truth make us free. Give us tender and w&eiiil ' 
consciences ; and may they always smite and tor- 
ment us when we sin agamst God. May we be 
consistent apd uniform in the whole of oiur con- 
versation and conduct; the same alone and in 
rompany ; /n prosperity and adveTs\\.y -^ e^Xft^nCvN^ 
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all thy commandments concerning all thing^ to be 
right, and hating eveiy false way — Israelites in- 
deed, in whom there is no guile. 

May we never be satisfied with any present pro- 
gression in the divine life ; but this one tiling may 
we do, fox]^etting the things that are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those that are before, press 
towards the mark, for the prize of our high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus. May we ^dd to our ikith 
virtue ; and to virtue knowledge ; and to know- 
ledge temperance ; and to temperance godliness ; 
and to godliness brotherly kindness ; and to bro- 
therly kmdness charity ; and may all these things, 
not only be in us, but abound. 

And while we never foiget what is necessaiy to 
constitute the Christian character, may we never 
neglect what is needful to complete it. May we 
be concerned to adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour ; to recommend the religion of Jesus to 
all around us ; and to induce observiers to say. 
We will go with you, for we have lieard that 
Gkxl is wiui you. 

Enable us to accommodate ourselves to the dis- 
pensations of thy providence, with the views and 
feelings of Christians. May we know how to be 
abased, and how to abound ; may we learn iq. 
whatsoever state we are, therewith to be content ; 
yea, in eveiy thing, may we give thanks ; knowing 
that all the ways of the Lord, are mercy and truth, 
to those that trust in Him. 

May we feel the ties that unite us to our fellow- 
creatures, especially to our fellow-christians. By 
sympathy, and praise and prayer, majr we make 
their mercies and miseries our own ; rejoicing with 
them that rejoice, and weeping with them that 
weep. 

Regard the sons and daughters of distress ; and 
as afflictions are not immulabXe ^\s^Yv^'a^^ss^^'«s:^ 
we are allowed to pray for leuv^ow\A^^'^V5^^^^ 
iithmlly, if \t be thy p\ea%\\Te, eOTscwwA c^s^. 
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liverance for tiiem ^ or sjiould tliy wisdom am 
tinue the trial, keep them from siiwing; or sinning 
in the evil day ; let thy strength be made perfect 
in their weakness : and in the multitude of their 
thoughts within tnem, may thy comforts delight 
their souls. 

Be with those who will pass the day in absence 
from th;^ dear abode. Though Thou art with thy 
people in trouble, yet Thou hast taught tfaem, by 
experience, to value thy ordinances, and to ei- 
teem a day in thy courts, better than a thousand. 
O, let them not pass an unprofitable, though a si- 
lent sabbati) ; let their meditation of Thee be 
sweet ; and though not in thy house, may they be 
in thy Spirit, on thy own day. 

And make those thankful, who are] exempted 
from spiritual privations ; and have liberty, and 
health, and strength, to go into thy house, in the 
multitude of thy mercies. 

We bless Thee that this is our privilege. May 
we know the day of our visitation, and embrace 
the thin^ that belong to our peace. May we 
hear witn solemnity of mind, knowing that for 
all these things, God will brii^ us unto judgment. 
May we hear with prayer, remembering that who- 
ever may plant or water, Thou alone canst give 
the increase. May we be doers of the word, and 
not hearers only ; and may we keep in memory 
what is preached unto us, that we may not be- 
lieve in vain. 

May we carry into ordinary life the various por- 
tions of divine truth, which successively engage 
our attention, and use them as seasons and circum- 
stances render them suitable ; may its .doctrines 
inform, its warnings caution, its rules guide, and 
its promises comfort us, till we have received the 
e»d of our faith, the salvation of our souls. 

BJess the coi^regation in whose demotions we 
a/e to mingle, Liet thy minisler be cXo^^'mv^ 
salvation^ and let thy saints sboul a\ou^ tet V^ * 
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O, Thou holy and beautiful house, where our 
fathers praised Thee, peace be within thy walls — 
For our brethren and companions' sakes we will 
now say, peace be within Thee. 

And bless, we beseech Thee, all thy churches, 
and all thy servants of every name. Plead thy 
^own cause. Build up Zion. Establish and make 
Jerusalem a praise in the whole earth. May many 
run to and fro, and knowledge be increased ; and 
may all know Thee from the least even to the 
greatest. Our Father, &c. 

SUNDAY EVENING. 



C^uicKEN our souls to call upon thy name ; pour 
upon us the spirit of grace and supplication ; and 
in our enlivened and enlaiged expenence, may we 
know that Thou art not only the gracious reward- 
er, but the Almighty helper of them that diligently 
seek Thee. 

For such O God, is the ignorance of our minds, 
the vagrancy of our thoughts, the earthiness of our 
affections, and the unbelief ot our hearts, that with- 
out Thee we can do nothing. But the preparation 
of the heart, and the answer of the toi^ue are 
from Thee : thy Spirit helps our infirmities ; thy 
grace is sufficient for us. Unite our hearts to fear 
tny name ; enable us to come even to thy seat ; 
aiid may our fellowship be with the God of love. 

May we approach Thee, not as the Eternal Je- 
hovah, but as our Father and our Friend, our ex- 
ceeding joy, the strength of our heart, and our 
portion tor ever. May we not only exercise that 
faith, by which we understand the worlds were 
made by the word of God. Mai^ 'w^ v«^ vs^ 
believe in Thee as the God ol ttfi>Mtfc iwA v*^'^"^" 
deace, but in Jesus Christ \vViom'^\vwi\«&V ^g?^ 
and sent to put away s\i\ by V\ve s^k.t&R» ^^ ^'^^^ 
11* 



126 rouRTii wEt:K. 

self. We feel discouragements resulting from our 
guilty fears, and find it hard to believe, that on 
our return thou wilf meet us in peace. We there- 
fore bless Thee, for the displaying of the exceed- 
ing riches of thy grace, in thy kindness towards us 
by Christ Jesus : and we rejoice in the blessed 
intelligence, tijat God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself, not imputing their iniquities 
unto them. 

These glad tidings we have this day been hear- 
ing ; and O Lord, fhou knowest how often we 
have heard the joyful sound ; and Thou knowest 
the manner in which we have received it. We 
have reason to fear, that many have received it in 
vain : that their hearinj? has only added to their 
guilt ; and that their sabbaths have been only em- 
ployed in treasuring up wrath against the day of 
wrath. O, what would the spirits in prison, give 
for one of our opportunities, one of our offers of 
mercy. How many now sitting in darkness, and 
in the regions of the shadow of death, would exult 
at the entrance of that light, against which we shut 
our eyes, or which we behold with indifiference. 

Awaken, O Lord, in our consciences, the in- 
quiry, how shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation ' 

May we believe the report we have this day 
heard * keep in memoiy what has been preached 
unio us, lest we believe in vain. May we hide 
fby word in our hearts, that we may not sin against 
Thee ; and may the truth, as it is in J^sus, illu- 
minate in us all that is dark, sanctify in us all that 
is unholy, establish all that is wavering, comfort 
all that IS wretched, and accomplish in us all the 
rood pleasure of thy goodness, and the work of 
f^ith with power, that the name of our Lord Jesus 
Chnsii mzj be glorified in us, and that we may be 
gloriBed in Him. 
We sometimes hope, Thou Viasl com\t\eT\ce^ ^ 
ffood work in m ; we hope that we \\a\e \>e^vc\ Vo 
see the evil of sin. to hMn2:er an^ WuM ^^^^^^^ ^^?>^'^ 
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eousness ; that we are asking tlie way to Zion, witli 
our faces thitherward ; and ani pr;;yi!)p:, remem- 
ber me, O, liOrd, with the favour Thou bearest 
unto thy people. 

Command and enable us to 8fo forward. Take 
us by the hand, and lead us on from strength to 
strength. Let the dawn break into the perfect 
day ; and the blade become the full com in the ear. 

We live in a world of changes hut Thou art 
the same : may we know that Thou hast made 
with us an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 
things and sure. We are pres.sing through a vale 
of tears ; but we bless Thee for tlie opening gloiy 
at the end. rnable us to realize, as our ovm, a 
l)etter, even a heavtmly country. F*repare us for 
oveiy part of our pilgrimaa:e ; uphold our goings 
in thy word ; and let no iniquity have dominion 
over us. ^ 

May we rejoice as though we rejoiced not ; and 
weep as though we wept not ; and buy as though 
we possessed not ; and use this world as not abu- 
sing it. 

We would sympathize with those that are jn 
distress. Give to tliem that mourn in Zion, beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the gar- 
ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. 

Bless all the institutions which are established .to 
diffuse the Scriptures, and to send forth mission- 
aries. Remem()er these \>ho have gone foiitb to 
preach among the Gentiles, the unsearchable rich^ 
of Christ. Presene their health, their morals, 
their spirituality, their zeal ; let them be exam- 
ples of ail they teach ; and be Thou a little sanc- 
tuary to tljem among the heathen. May all Ihe 
events that take place, in the nations of the earth 
subserve the spread of the Hedeemer's empire ; 
and may we exult in the period, when the eacta 
shall he fiJIcd with l\\e kt\ONs\e^%'fe ^l ^^t-VRSi^-i^ 
the waters cover the sea. ^ ,^ ^ 

And to God the Va\\veT, We '^^^ ?^ ^T 
Ohost, hv j)r;iises fui e.voT ;v\Av>v^^'^. Nv^'^-^* 
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MONDAY MORNING 



The heavens declare thy glory, O, God, and the 
6nnament showeth thy handy work. Day unto 
day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeA 
knowledge ; and there is no speech nor laneus^, 
where theur voice is not heard. We hehoTd dis- 
plays of thy wisdom, power and goodness, in all 
thy, works, nom the laigest, to the least. 

cut Thou hast magnified thy word, above all 
thv name ; and we can never be sufficiently thank- 
ful, for the revelation of thy will in the Scriptures 
of truth. We bless Thee that this sacred volume 
has been preserved, and translated, and published^ 
and multiplied, so that we all have it iu our pos- 
seston, ana can read, in our own tongue, the won- 
derful woi^s of Grod. Here we see, not only ihy 
matAess, but thy grace ; and not only thy pity, 
But thy rectitude ; we see mercy and truth meet- 
ing together, righteousness and peace kissing each 
o£er. Here Thou hast shinea in our hearts, to 
gwe us the light of the knowledge of thy gloiy, in 
,016 face of Jesus Christ. 

For in Him Thou hast reconciled the world 
unto thyself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them. Thou hast made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him. And Thou hast raised Him 
ui> from the dead, and given Him gloiy, that our 
faith and hope may be in Gt>d. May the hearts 
thus tenderljT wooed, be effectually won. At the 
view of this infinite kindness, may we resign all 
our unworthy and suspicious thoughts ; and placing 
our confidence in Thee, return and say — Loid,I 
am thine, save me. Liook Thou upon me, and be 
merdM unto me, ga Thou usest to do unto those 
that love thy name. 
#A ^ ^^^ '^^ ^o f>€ enrolled aTnovg Dae t\^ wcA 
u^egre^ of this world, but to be TOn\\)eT%d mV\^ 
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those who are blesed with all spiritual blesssings, 
ID heavenly places in Christ. The graves are 
ready for us ; and we shall soon be in a state, that 
will render it a matter of indifference to us, whether 
we have filled a cottage or a palace — but it will 
be eternally importaut to us, that we have been 
justified by thy grace, and sanctified by thy spirit, 
and adopted into thy family. May we, therefore, 
be wi^ unto salvation : and make it our present, 
our supreme, our persevering concern, ijp obtain 
tliose blessings which are spiritual in their nature ; 
eternal in their continuance ; satisfying in their 
possession ; and which unerringly indicate, that 
we are the friends of God. 

Preserve us from a false estimate of the whole 
of our character, or of any part of it. May we 
regard our principles, as well as our conduct ; our 
motives, as well as our actions. May we never 
mistake the excitement of our passions, for the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost. May we never judge 
of our religion, by occasional impressions and im- 
pulses ; but by our constant and prevailing dispo* 
sition. May our heart be right with God, and our 
life such as becometh the gospel. 

May we maintain a supreme regard to another 
and a better world, and feel, and confess ourselves 
to be only strangers and pilgrims in this. How 
often by bodily mfirmities and pains, by relative 
afflictions, and by dissati<)factioDs growing out of 
eveiy eiyoyment — how often have we been told— 
O, when shall we be taught, that this is not our 
rest? O God, not only command, but enable us, to 
arise and depart hence. Afford us all the direc- 
tion, all the defence, all the support, all thie con- 
solation, our journey will require. Give us, in 
laige abundance, the supply of the spirit of Jesus 
Christ, that we may be prep?iTed fox «s«g ^^3^e5 \ 
that we may love Thee \i\ ^\\ ovk xx\ft\w&\ '^s*^ 
we may submit to Thee \u ev^^^ XivA, ^«t;3 
tmst Thee when we wa\k Vu dM\wv««»i «sv^ "« 
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no light ; and amidst all the changes of the present, 
and the uncertainties of the future, may our minds 
be kept in perfect peace, being stayed upon God 
Hast Thou not made with us an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things and sure? The 
verv hairs of our head — are they not all number- 
ed ? Are not all thy ways mercy and truth ? Lord, 
we believe, help Thou our unbelief. And now 
unto Hiin that is able to keep us from falling, and 
to preseij^ us faultless, before the presence uf His 
gloiy, with exceeding joy. To the only wise God 
our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and for ever. Amen 



MONDAY EVENING 

O Lord, Thou art over all by thy providential 
agency, and rich unto aU that call upon Thee, in 
the exercise of thy mercy and grace. With Thee 
is the fountain of life, and in thy light shall we see 
l«bt. 

Help us to consider the way, the new and living 
way, in which a fallen creature can approach Thee 
witn acceptance. May we behold the Lamb of 
€k>d, that taketh away the sin of the world. May 
we contemplate the dignity of His person, the 

Sirfection of His sacrifice, and the prevalency of 
18 intercession, who is the great High Priest over 
the house of God. And may we feel the distance 
between Thee and us done away, and reijoice tha^ 
now, in Christ Jesus, we, who sometimes were 
afiur off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ 

A glorioiit high throne, from the beginning, lias 

been the place of thy people's sanctuaiy ; ana we 

hare iSxiod H spod to be there. O, what a source 

Is devoikm I When under all the toVLs thaX. i«««rf 

<^ir the caiea (bat corrode us, the in&im\\k« V!k»1 

i»«w us dowD, tbe fears that distatb usr— ui «v«ri 
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tbii)^, by prayer and supplication, with thanks- 
giving, we can make known our supplicatk>n unto 
God, and feel a peace which passeth all under- 
standing, keeping our hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. 

We were as sheep going astray, but are now 
returned unto the Soephera and Bishop of our 
soub. Yet, we feel the same grace that restored 
us, to be necessaiy to preserve us, and to supply. 
And hast not Thou promised to lead us, to guard 
us, to suffer us to want no good thing, to make all 
erace to abound towards us ? And art not Thou a 
faithful God, and able also to perform ? Lord, we 
take Thee at thy word. Do as Thou hast said. 

We have tasted that Thou art gracious, and the 
relish has provoked our desires after more, and 
they who huns^er and thirst after righteousness are 
blessed, and mdl be filled. Make us to lie down 
in green pastures, and feed us beside the still wa« 
ters, where we shall often exclaim, O, how great 
is His goodness, and how great is His beauty! 

We often meet with those vrbo have far more 
grace than we ourselves have : but this encour- 
ages our hope, since they were once poor, and He 
mo supplied them is as rich as ever— and as ac- - 
cessible — and as free. We are continually meet- 
ing with duties and trials, which caU for mora gnoe 
than we have in ourselves, but not more thui we 
have in our divine treasury, in whom it hath plea- 
sed Thee that all fullness should dwell. To Him, 
therefore, may we continually repair, and from 
His fulness receive, and grace for grace, till every 
void made hj sin, be replenished, and we our- 
selves filled with all ^e fulness of God. We bless 
Thee that Thou dbst not despise the day of smdl 
things ; but we aspire after a day of great ones. 
We are not stirsugntened in Thee : may we never 
be contracted in ourselves ; may our desires be 
enlaigedy and our bope& e.ii]^KA<^«x!ii&^\ \£iss| ^^ 
Aoflour Thee by tiie cutVteoft«»s ol ova ^^^s^wsassw^R.. 
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and the greatness of our expectation ; and living 
ai)d walking in the Spirit, may we go from strong^ 
to strength, and be cnanged trom glory into glory, 
tiU we appear perfect before Thee in Zion 

We know not what a day may bring forth ; nor 
would we, if it were in our power, draw back the 
veil that hides the future, and learn the times and 
the seasons which the Father bath put into His 
own power. But, O be Thou with us in all, and 
prepare us for all. Prepare us for the smiles of 
prosperity : prepare us for the frowns of adversity ; 

Erepare us for tnose losses in substance, and those 
ereavements in friends — so possible, so probable 
in a w(jrid like this : prepare us for the days of 
darkness, for they may oe many : prepare us for 
the change, and when heart and flesh fail us, and 
^ve have no more a portion in all that is done un- 
der the sun, be Thou the s'trer^th of our heart, and 
our portion for ever. 

IVlay our very memory be blessed. May those 
who tollow us, praise God that we have ever lived ; 
and may we leave behind us those instructions, 
examples, and effects, which shall glorify our God 
on earth, while our spirits have joined the spirits 
of just men, made perfect in heaven. 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

O Thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, the Most 

High over all the earth, we desire to adore the 

penections of thy nature, and to admire the woiks 

of thy hands. May the united displays of thy 

greatness, and thy g:oodness, impress our mihfis, 

iod inOuence our thoughts and affecV\aw&, yv^uvV^ 

»rse approach Tbf^n. 
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Heaven is thy throne, and the earth is thy foot- 
stool. The universe, with all its myriads of crea- 
tures, was made by thy word, and is upholden by 
thy power ; and Thou dost according to thine own 
will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabi- 
tants of the earth ; none can stay thy nand,or say 
unto Thee, what doest Tliou ? 

But Thou art the Father of mercies, the God of 
all grace, and the God of all comfort. Even we, 
poor, mean, dying creatures, are not beneath thy 
care. Thou hast been mindful of us ; Thou hast 
visited us: and thy visitation hath preserved our 
spirits. The lines are fallen to us in pleasant pla- 
ces ; yea, we have a goodly heritage ; we live in 
a land of vision ; we nave the Scriptures in our 
nands. and our ears hear the joyful sound of the 
gospel. We know that Thou hast not spared 
thine own Son, but delivered Him up for us all. 
We know that He has borne our grief, and carried 
our sorrow : that his blood cleanse th from all sin, 
and that whosoever belie veth bn Him, shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 

We come in His name, and make mention of 
His righteousness only. We plead the obedience 
and sufferings of Him who magnified the law,bcth 
in its precept and penaltjr, and made it honour- 
able. May we be justified by His blood ; and 
may we be saved by His life. May we be joined 
to the Lord, and of one spirit with Him. May w« 
deny ourselves, and take up our cross, and follow 
Him. May the agency of thy grace prepare us 
for all the dtspens^ations of thy providence. May 
we be willing that the Lord should choose our ic 
heritance for us, and determine what we shall re 
tain or lose ; what we shall suffer or enjoy .« 

If indulged with prosperity, may we be secured 
from its snares, and use its advantages as not abu 
sing them. And may we pat\%Tv\.V^ ^xA ^<e«S^^S5 
submit to those afflictions, wVucJa ^fct^i Tsfc^"^^^as^ V» 
hedge vp OUT way 'wben we 2tt^> lexw^^^^ v^^w«»^* 
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der, to excite an abhorrence of sin, to wean us from 
the present evil world, and to make us partakers 
of tny holiness. Only assure us, aod we shall 
learn in whatsoever state we are, therewith to be 
content — only assure us, that Thou wilt be with 
us in trouble, and, that at the end of the vale of 
tears, we shall enter Emmanuel's lana, where the 
inhabitants no more say, I am sick ; where our sun , 
shall no more go down, nor our moon withdraw it- 
self, but God Jhall be our everlasting light, and ike 
days of our mourning shall be ended. 

May our friends and relations foe feUow-heirs 
with us of the grace of life. Let our house be the 
tabernacle of the righteous : let our children and 
servants be a seed to serve Thee : andamoQg none 
of those who surround this family altar, mav ^re 
be weepii^ and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, 
when they shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Ja* 
cob, in the kingdom of God, and they tbemielves 
shut out. 

Lord, help us all to view our religious cfffpcftbi" 
nities as talents, for which we are accountable : 
to remember, that our greatest danger results from 
our highest privileges ; and to fear, lest a fnomise 
being left us of entering into thy rest, any of us 
should seem to come short of it. 

Thou hast determined the bounds f^ our habita- 
tion ; and by the events of thy providence, many 
of those in whose society we delight, are separatMl 
from us. When we are absent m body, may we 
be often present in spirit. We commend our ab- 
sent friends and kindred to thy covenant caie. 
May no evil tidings concerning them, wound our 
hearts : spare them in mercy : may we often enh 
brace each other in circumstances of healtib ant 
comfort : or if we have had our last interview oa 
eartl^, may we all meet in our heavenly Faliiei^a 
Aouse, ana he for ever with each other, amd for 
ever with the Lord. 
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' Ii^ hope of which, with every other blessing, we 
defoutly ascribe to the only wise God, our Saviour, 
praise and glory everlasting. Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

O Thou Kipg of Gloiy, we desire to approach 
thy divine M^estv with reverence and goaly fear, 
and to worship Thee in the beauty of holiness. 
EreiT perfection adorns thy nature, and sustains 
thy throne. The heavens are thine ; the earth al- 
so is thine ; the world is thine ; and the fulness 
thereof. Thy power drew the universe from no- 
thte. Thy wisdom has managed all its multi- 
plied concerns, presiding over nations, families, 
and individuals, and nmnbering the very hairs of, 
our head. Thy goodness is boundless : the eyes 
of all wait upon Thee, and Thou givest them their 
meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand, and 
satiifiest the desire of every living thine. How 
preciocis are the thoughtls of thy mercy ana grace— 
and so excellent is thy loving kindness, that even 
tiie children of men, put their trust under the 
shadow of thy wing. 

Thou art the blessed and happy God. O, teach 
us to place our happiness in thyself. May we 
never seek the livii^ among the dead, nor ask with 
the deluded many. Who will show us any good ? 




have I in heaven but Thee, and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside Thee. 

Thou hast been infinitely more attentive to our 
happiness than we ever nave been, or ever cati 
bt. Thou madest man wpiA^X., ^\A^V«Ci^>s^ 
vokmttay tran^nession, ^e fevV «w«:5 ^^^ ^^^^^^.. 
Tboadidat not treat ua mlVi\>nft ^«HW^T^^^^^ 
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neglect, we deserved. In thy love and pity Thou 
wast pleased to provide for us a Saviour, wbo bore 
our grief and carried our sorrows, and put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 

Apply tliis redemption to our hearts, by the jus- 
tincation of our persons, and the sanctincation of 
our natures. We confess our trai^iagressions — ^Have 
mercy upon us. We are heavy laden— Give us 
rest. We are ignorant — Make us wise unto salva- 
tion. We are helpless — ^Let thy strei^th be made 
perfect in our weakness. We are ppor and needy, 
bless us with all the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
Having begun a religious course, may we run and 
not be weaiy, and walk and not faint. And though 
perplexities, and trials, and dangers await us, yet 
may we travel on, unchecked and undismayed, 
knowii^. Thou hast said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee. 

Thus far, blessed be thy name. Thou bast led 
us on, and we have found Thee faithful to thy pro- 
mises. We have had our sorrows ; but Thou hast 
been a veiy present help in eveiy time of trouble* 
We have had our fears ; but Thou hast not suffer- 
ed the enemy to triumph over us. We have some- 
times been on the verge of despair, and have said, 
I am cast out of thy sight : but we have been 
enabled to look again towards thy holy temple : 
and the shadow of death has been turned into the 
morning. Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. 
Thy vows are upon us, O God : we will render 
praises unto Thee. For Thou hast delivered our 
souls from death : wilt not Thou deliver our feet 
from falling, that we may walk before God in the 
light of the living ? 

We would feel the connexions which unite us 

to others, and by sympathy, and prayer, and 

praise, make their miseries and mercies our own. 

Pf^e would rejoice with those that rejoice, and 

fre^p with tboee that weep. Provvie wx^^oRitiaBidL 

^aaplojrment {or the poor, and may tiievc Wod&V 
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sufficient for them. Make the widow's neart to 
mg for joy ; and in Thee, may the fatherless find 
merqr. visit those who are on beds of sickness, 
and prepare them for thv pleasure : that if the^ 
live, it may be to serve Thee ; and if they die, it 
may be to eqjoy Thee. Bless our nation. May 
eveiy department of our government be under the 
control of infinite wisdom and goodness ; . and let 
rjgfateousness and peace be the stability of our 
times. Do good, in thy good-pleasure, unto Zion : 
build Thou the walls of Jerusalem : and may all 
our churches, like; the original disciples, continue 
5teadfii8tly in the apostle's doctrine, and in fellow- 
shjD, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

Protect and refresh us through the ni^ht season : 
and Uien cause us to hear thy loving-kindness in 
the morning ; for in Thee do we trust ; cause us 
to know the way wherein we should go, for Vl^e lift 
up our souls unto Thee. We implore it through 
tie intercession of thy dear Squ, and our Saviour. 

And blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
be unto Him ttiatsitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen. 



WED^JESDAY MORNING. 

O Ck)D, Thou art incomprehensible, and in none ^ 
of thy works and ways, can any of thy creatures 
find Thee out, unto perfection. Yet Thou hast not 
left thyself without witness, nor called us to wor- 
ship an unknown God. Thou hast been pleased 
to reveal thy^self to us, as far as our wants and 
welfare require ; and, among other endearing cha- 
racters, we can discern Thee, as a God, hearing 
prayer. 

Thou never saidst to the a^^d o^ 5^^^^^$*^«- 

ye me in vain. A glorious \i\^\l\JmcJOft^^^^«^'^ 

6egba^, has been the p\ace ol ^^ ^^^^^^ 
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sanctuary. And thither would we repair, in all 
our difficulties, necessities, and distresses, and find 
it |;ood to draw near to God. Possess us with the 
spirit of grace, which is always a spirit of suppli- 
cation. May we live in a prayerful frame of mind, 
that will always allow of our immediate and pleas- 
ing intercourse with Thee : in the ordinary con- 
cerns of life, may our thoughts* and desires often 
ascend the skies ; and in habitual devotion, may 
we find a resource, that will sooth our sorrows, 
sanctify our successes, and qualify us for all our 
dealings with our fellow creatures. 

We oless Thee that Thou hast made us capable 
of knowii^Thee, the Author of all being; of re- 
sembling Thee, the perfection of all excellency ; 
and of enjoying Thee, the source of all happiness. 
Though we are unworthy to share in thy loving 
kindness, it is thy pleasure that we seek afler it ; 
and Thou hast said, their hearts shall live that 
seek God. Therefore, look Thou upon us, and . 
be merciful unto us, as Thou usest to do unto 
those that love thy name. May we be accepted 
in the beloved, and know that in Him, we nave 
redemption through his blood, even the forgive- 
ness of our sins. May we view him as the end of 
the law for righteousness to eveiy one that be- 
lie veth ; and as the source of £.11 that grace, by 
which we are renewed in the spirit of our minds. 
May we always contemplate our duties in con- 
nexion with those promises, which insure ability 
for the performance of them ; and while weak m 
ourselves, may we be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his miffht. 

Attend us, O, God, in every part of our arduous 
and tiying pilgrimage. We need the same coun- 
sel, the same defence, the same comfort, we ii!n- . 
plored as at the moment of our setting out— Cast 
OS not awaj from thy presence, and take not thy 
-ffoJjr Spirit from us. May we \\\e in \XMfc ^mV, 
^nd may we walk m the "Spirit. JVnd m«y «« 
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pstfa be as the shining light, thatshinetb more and 
more unto the perfect day. 

Let our religion be more and more obvious to 
nuT consciences ; and more perceptible to the eye 
of those around us. May all that see and hear us, 
take knowledge of us, that we have been with 
Jesus. While He is representing us in heaven, 
may we represent Him on earth ; while He pleads 
our cause, may we plead His ; and be concerned 
in all thing^s to show^ forth His praise, who is ma- 
king all things work together for our good. 

Arise, O God, and plead thine own cause. 
, Give the word and let the company of those that 
Dublish the glad tidings of thy kingdom, be great. 
May thy house be filled with inhabitants, and thy 
table furnished with guests ; and let all that love 
fh;7 salvatk)n say continually, the Lord be mag- 
nified. 

Be gracious to our absent connexions — ou^ 
hearts^ desire and prayer to God for them is, that 
they may be saved. 

Continue the gentleness of thy goodness to this 
household. 

To the care which has watched over as through 
another night, we give up ourselves in prospect of 
the duties and events oi ^e day. Let thy pre- 
seoce go with us ; and thy blessing attend us ;* and 
whether we wake or sleep, may we live together 
with Christ. 

In whose words we address Thee, as Our Father, 
kc. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O, Thou ever blessed God, we desire to ap- 
proach Iliee, adonnp; iViy peTOc\\Qo&^^\A -i^^sax- 
ring thy works, whkb ate aow^V ^>5^ ^'^ ^'^'^'!^ 
that hsLve pleasure thetew. m«^ vs^ W\\^^^^ 
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ing regards towards Thee as our Creator, the Fxe 
server of men, and the Saviour of suners. 

Thy name is most excellent in all ^ earth, and 
Thou hast set thy glory above the heavens. Thy 
compassions fail not, and therefore are not con- 
sumed. We are filled with wonder, at thy con* 
descension in noticing creatures so poor and worth- 
less ; and at thy mercy and grace, in providing for 
the deliverance and happiness of creatures so 
miserable and guilty. We can never sufficiently 
bless Thee, that we were bom in -a christian 
countiy, where the true light shineth, and we can 
bear words whereby we may be saved. How 
suitable and encouraging are the discoveries, the 
invitations, and the promises of the eospel of peace. 
Here are announced, pardon for rebels, Hb^ty for 
captives, health for the sick, and a firee, full, and 
everlasting salvation for them that are lost. Here 
we are informed, that Thou hast not spared thine 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all ; that 
He has fulfilled and magnified the law ; that His 
blood cleanseth from all sin ; that in Him all 
fulness dwells : and that whosoever believeth on 
Him shall not be confounded. 

In His beloved name we come, and avail our- 
selves of the plea, which Thou thyself hast afford- 
ed us. For His sake be merciful unto us, and bless 
us, and cause thy face to shine upon us, that we 
may be saved. May we be justified by his blood, 
ana have access into that grace, wherein we shall 
stand, and rejoice in the hope of the gloiy of God. 
May thy image be reimpressed upon our souls, in 
knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness. May 
thy Holy Spirit take full possession of our hearts, 
and lead us into all truth, and enable as to walk in 
all thy commandments and ordinances blameles ; 
may we be fruitful in every good word and woik 
to do tby will. 
Raise us above the world ; where diitj Va «»r 
€emed, may we feel neither its itowuft iwt \^ 
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smiles. May it ever be a light thiiig with us, lo 
be judged of man's judgment. May thy approba- 
bation be our only aim ; and thy word our only 
rule ; and with Enoch may we all enjoy the testi- 
mony that we please God. . Keep us from, or pre- 
serve us in, the hour of temptation. May we abhor 
and avoid whatever would grieve thy Holy Spirit, 
and cause Thee to hide thy face from us. May 
we walk in the fear of the Lord, that we may walk 
in the comforts of the Fioly Ghost J and may w© 
always suspect the conBdence and consolation, 
whicn can oe enjoyed along with a worldly tem- 
per, and a careless conversation. 

May we have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
w^orks of darkness ; but rather reprove them ; yet ' 
may we in meekness instruct those who oppose 
themselves, and be gentle and patient towaras all 
meoj And may we-— do, as well as teach. May 
we be not only professors of the gospel — but ex- 
anmies, displaying in every relation, and office, 
ana condition of lifey its excellency, loveliness, and 
advantages, that we may put to silence the igno- 
rance of foolish meu, and even constrain them to 
glorify God in the day of visitation. 

How well does it become us to be humble. 
How little have we illustrated our principles, or 
Improved our advantages. How often have we 
injured, instead of recommending the cause of our 
Redeemer ! How little have we served our gene- 
ration ; and bow few are those to whom we have 
been a blessing ! In many things we have offend- 
ed ; and in all, come short of thy glory. Pardon 
our inquity, for it is great. 

Forgive the imperfections, omissions and sins, 
of another day ; and make us thankful for the con- 
tinuance of its numberless blessings. 

Shelter us through the night ; and in the morn- 
ing:, with renewed strength and ^i:al<e.CwV Vftac^a*., 
may we rise to love Thee luoxe, ^xv^ ^^\:s^'WRfc 
belter, than we have done \V\% ^^^— "^^m^ ^^^^ 
Loni and -Saviour. Amem. 
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THURSDAY MORNING. 

O Lord our Gbd, blessed is the man whom 
Thou choosest, and c&usest to approach unto 
Thee. In thv presence there is miness of joy, 
and at thy ri^nt band there are pleasures for ever- 
more. With Thee is the fountain of life, and in 
thy light alone can we see light. 

We therefore entreat thy favour, with our whole 
heart. We acknowledge that we have forfeited 
• all claims to it ; and if we had no better ground 
of hope, than our deservings, we must sink into 
despair. For against Thee, Thee only have we 
sinned, and done evil in thy sight, that Thou 
mightest be justified when Thou speakest, and 
clear when Thou judgest. 

But with I'hee there is mercy, and with Thee 
there is plenteous redemption. We bless Thee 
for ihe assurance, that Thou hast sent thy own 
Son into the world, not to condemn fbe world, 
but that the world, through Him, might be saved. 
We rejoice, that neither the number nor bemous- 
jness of our tran^ssions, is a bar to that foigive- 
ness, which is founded on the sufferings and sac- 
rifice of the cross. The blood of Jesus Christ, 
thy Son, cleanseth from all sin. By the blood of 
that covenant which He has ratined, sent forth 
thy prisoners out of the pit wherein there is no 
water. Graciousljr absolve us from our guilt ; and 
pronounce our discharge from all condemnation, 
not only in the court of heaven, but in the court 
of conscience, that being justified by faith, we 
may have peace with God, and enjoy Sie glorious 
liberty of his children. 

But, O, save us from the hope of the hypocrite, 

which shall perish. Never suffer us to impose 

upon ourselves, in any thing that relates to our 

eternal state, may we never suppose that we are 

//f Christ, unless we are new cteaXuies •, «t ^Q»X 

fve are born of the Spirit, unless vie tkbA '^^ 



FOURTH, WEEK. 145 

things of the Spirit. May we never rest satisfied 
with any professions of belief, or any outward 
forms or services, while the heart is not right with 
God. May we judge of our sincerity in religion, 
by our fear to offend Thee ; by our concern to 
know what Thou wilt have us to do ; and by our 
willingness to deny ourselves, and take up our 
cross and follow the Lamb, whithersoever he 
goeth. 

May nothing render us forgetful of thy gloiV ; 
may nothing turn us aside from thy commands ; 
may nothing shake our confidence in thy promises. 
Take from us the evil heart of unbelief; the cause 
of all our waverings and wanderii^ ; may we be- 
lieve, that we may be establishedin our goings ; 
and be always aoounding in the work of the 
Lord. 

Prepare us for whatever we have to meet with, 
between this morning, and the grave. We know 
not what lies before us ; but Tnou knowest, and 
thy grace can make us sufficient for eveiy service 
and eveiy suffering. 

Let not our temporal occupations ever injure 
our spiritual concerns ; or the cares of this li^e 
make us foiget, or neglect, the one thing needful ; 
may we learn the holy art of abidii^ with God 
in our callings ; of bein^ in the world without be- 
ii^ of it ; and of making eveiy. thing not only 
consistent with religion, but conducive to it. 

May we do, and may we say nothing, by which 
we shall offend against the generation of thy 
children. If strong, may we bear the infirmities 
of the weak, and not please ourselves. If pre- 
served, may we restore a brother that has been 
overtaken m a fault, in the spirit of meekness, 
considern^ oorsdves, lest we also be tempted. 

Bless those wfio have done us good, and render 
seven fdd into Aieir oym bosom^ and €sc^«. 
those who htve donne vi's eV^;«xA ^\s^^ >e^ '^•** 
Sngrre them. 
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Bless those who are near and dear to us ; may 
they be near and dear to Thee. Bless them in 
their outward comforts ; but above all, may their 
souls prosper. 

Be gracious to our native land. Be nnndful of 
our rulers. Teach our senators wisdom ; and so 
control the minds and hearts of those, who are en- 
trusted with the public welfare, as that they may 
glorify Thee, and secure the best good of the 
people. Bless the gates of Zion, and all the 
dwellings of Jacob. Xet thy secret reside in the 
families of them that fear Thee ; and may those 
that have negl^^cted to call upon thy name, imme- 
diately adopt the resolution of Josnua, As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord. 

This morning sacrifice, we offer in the all pre- 
vailing name of our adorable Redeemer — ^And 
unto Him that loved us, and washed us fix>m our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kii^ and 
priests unto God, and to his Father, to mm be 
glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

O God, by the return of this hour of devotion, 
Thou hast again said. Seek ye my face ; and our 
hearts have answered, Thy face Lord will we 
seek. 

We value eveiy opportunity of approaching 
Thee, not only as our auty, but as our unspeaka« 
ble privilege. We rejoice, that there is opened a 
new and living way fnto the holiest of sJl: and 
that as we enter, we can see Jesus the Meaiator 
of the new covenant, and hear the voice of the 
blood of sprinkling, that ^speaketh better ihkif^ 
than that ol Abel We are unprofitable s&svBXutt^ 
Our obedience, instead of merifeg TecQiiiv^s^«Bi»« 
deserves condemnation for Us iiutti^l0>» i^fes*a« 
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We are.ashamed even of our derotioDS : and often 
questkui, whether any part of our reiigi«n will 
bear the eye of God. 

But it is our encouragement, that if we cannot 
come to Thee as saints, we may come as sinners, 
mil the assurance, that Thou wilt in no wise cast 
us out. We therefore come as sinners; yet sin- 
ners who hate themselves for their abominations, 
and long for deliverance. Hear the groaning of 
the prisoners, and loose those who are appointed 
unto death. Heal us, and we shall be healed ; 
save us, and we shall be saved, for Thou art our 
praise. Save us from the curse of the law which 
we have violated; save us from the power and 
love of eveiy sin ; save us from an evil heart of 
unbelief in departing from the living God ; save 
us from the present evil world ; save us from our 
adversaiT the devil, who goeth about as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour ; that beii^ 
delivered out of the hand of our enemies, we may 
serve Thee without fear, in holiness and righteous- 
ness before Thee, all the days of our lives. 

We sometimes hope Thou hast begun a good 
work in us, and we take comfort mm the as- 
surance, that Thou wilt perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ. We ought to be humble, but we 
would not be ungrateful, nor refuse to acknowledge 
what Thou hast done for our souls ; for by thy 
grace alone. We are what we are; Thou bast 
shown us the evil of sin, and the beauty there is in 
holiness : Thou hast led us to hunger and thirst 
after righteousness ; we gloiy in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; we long to be conformed to 
his example ; and we have taken h6ld of the 
skirt of him that is a Jew, and have said. We will 
go with you, for we have heard that God is with 
you. 

O Thou, who despisest not <h!^ ^vj ^\ ^sssi^^ 
tbiqg9, jpenect that wViicb cooccrae^\». ^«S ^^ 
notcijfy bare hope, hxH a\!M»ii>d VivVo^ -^ ^to;*^ ^^ 
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not only have faith, but be rich in faith ; may ue 
not only be fruitful, but he filled with all tbe. fruits 
of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto 
the glory and praise of God. 

Let us not be of the number of those who are 
always leamir^, and never able. to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. May we bavie clear and 
consistent views of divine truth : and may every 
doctrine we admit into our juagments, nave a 
powerful influence over our hearts. May it brii^, 
as well as reveal, salvation — and teach us to deny 
ungodliness and worldl^r lusts, and to live soberly, 
ri^teously , and godly, in the present world. May 
the love of God subdue the lost of the flesh,., the 
lust of the eye, and the pride of life, and vdaatever 
is not of the Father, but is of the worid. 

May we love our neighbour as ourselves, and 
never hide ourselves from our own flesh. May we 
look, not eveiy man on his own things, but ever}' 
man also on tfaie things of others, and especially the 
thills that are Jesus Christ's. 

may we never crucify Him afresh, and put Him 
to an open shame. May wc rather aie than cause 
His worthy name to be blasphemed. May our de- 
voted hearts be hourly asking. What shall I do for 
Him, who, when rich, for our sakes became poor, 
and died that we might live. 

J^ay He obtain the purchase of his blood in our 
revolted world ; and see of the travail of his soul, 
and be satisfied. Let all kings fall down before 
Him, and all nations serve Him. And blessed be 
Hisdorious name for ever, and let the whole earth 
be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen. 



FKlDAy MORNING. 
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praise Thee, for permission and encouragement to 
approach the throne of thy grace, there to spread 
before Thee all our wants ancf all our desires. 

We ate not worthy of the blessing ; we are not 
worthy of the least of all thy mercies. We are 
far gone from the original righteousness in which 
we were created ; and the depravity of our nature 
has appeared in the disobedience and rebellion ef 
our lires. How early did we discover tendencies 
to discontent, and pride, and envy, and revenue. 
O, remember not against us the sins of ouryouSi ; 
nor the multiplied transgressions of riper years — 
our misimproved time and talents, our abused mer- 
cies and means, our wasted and perverted Sab- 
baths and seasons of grace, our neglect of thy 
great salvation, and our disregard of the Friend 
of sinners, who loved us so as to die for us. 

Our iniquity is increased over our head, and our 
trespass is gone up into the veiy heaven. While 
we confess our guilt, may we individually and 
deeply fee] it, and be filled with self-abborrence 
and self-despair. 

But help us to remember, tliat there is hope in 
Israel concerning this thing. Enable us to hev* 
the voice that proclaims. Behold the Lamb d 
God, that taketh away the sin of the worM. 
Through Him may we return to Thee, and find 
Thee a God, ready to pardon sin, and able to 
subdue it. Through Him may we give up our- 
selves to Thee, as our portion to enjoy, ajid our 
master to serve, for ever. At thy footstool, in the 
spirit of submission, may we ever say, Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth. May we not only 
obey, but delight to do tliy will, yea, may thy law 
be within our heart. 

Conscious of oux danger, may we watch ; and 
sensible of our inability to keep ourselves, may we 
pray, lest we enter into temptation. Hold T\\ssc^ 
us up, and we shall be safe. 1?ie^<i\N^ vssstxsKw^^^- 
€ttannuig$ from error, out ?iffec\\o\>&^TOwv>^ctfcV5** 
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of idols, our lips from speaking guile, our life from 
erery stain of vice, and our character firom the 
venr appearance of evil. 

And may we not ojoty be harmless and' blame- 
less, the sons of Qod without rebuke, but may we 
be exemplary and useful, holding forth the wmd of 
life, and adorning the doctrine of God our Savioiir 
in all thinn. 

If the Sayiour has manifested himself to us, as 
he does not unto the world, may we declare mat 
which we have seen and heard unto others, ^t 
the^ also may have fellowship with us ; and 
havii^ tasted that the L^rd is gracious ourselves, 
may we ever be saying to fhose around us, O, taste 
ana see that the Lord is good, blessed is the man 
that trusteth in Him. And may we walk in wis- 
dom towards them that are without. May our ef- 
forts be guided by prudence, as well as animated 
by leal. May we distiwiish things that di&r ; 
and— not by a sacrifice of principle, but by a ju- 
dicioas use of circumstances and opportunities, 
may we become all things to all men, if by any 
means we may gain some. And, O, let our endea- 
vours be succesSul ; for he that converteth a sin- 
ner from the error of his way, shall save a soul 
froln death, and shall- hide a multitude of sins. 

Elspeciall^, may our solicitude and exertion be 
avairable with regard to our connexions and rela- 
tions. Let those, who are dear to us in the bonds 
of nature or friendship, become fellow-heirs with 
us of the grace of life, and fellow-labourers with 
us in the Lord's vineyard. 

Let the rising generation be a seed to serve 
Thee. Excite them b^ the command — ^Remem 
ber now thy Creator, \n the days of thy youth • 
and encourage them by the promise — ^I love them 
that love me, and they that seek me eariy flball 
^ixi me. 

R^;sird the aged. Alarm the o\d\ii«m*. om- 
^hce them that it Is high time, and iJaX'^^fi^ 
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shortly be too late, to seek the tilings that belong 
to th6ir everlasting peace. Support those who 
have long known Thee, and whose gray hairs, as 
a crown of glory, are found in the way of right- 
eousness. Cast them not ofif in the time of old 
age, and forsake them not when their strengtli 
faileth. 

Now, the God of peace, who brought again from 
the dead, our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make us perfect in eveiy ^ood work, 
to do his will, workmg in us that which is well 
pleasii^ in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

O God, thjr command and thy promise, our du- 
ij and our privilege, induce us to avail ourselves 
of every opportuni^ of approaching the throne 
of thy grace. We are all mdigence and inability. 
It is not in the power of men and angels to reach 
our case ; and afford us the blessings we so much 
need, and so much desire. Our only hope is in 
the name of the Lord God, who made heaven and 
earto. 

But Thou art over all ; and rich unto all that 
call upon Thee ; and Thou Lord hast not forsaken 
them that seek Thee. We love to reflect upon 
the displays of thy perfections ; and to contem- 
plate, what Thou bast done for others as poor and 
destitute, as sinful and guilty, as we are - and to 
remember that thy hand is not shortened that it 
cannot save, nor thy ear heavy that it cannot hear. 

Behold a company of suppliants at thy footstool, 
in all the effects of the fall, and let our ruined con- 
dition be under thy agency . O ^ 'YVciw 0^^^ ^^ ^ 
rgrace, work Thou 'm us Vo vjWX tjvw^ \» ^^ ^^ "^^^ 
13* 
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good pleasure ; and vile as we are in ouEselires, 
make as an eternal excellem^, tiie joy of many 
generations. Our understanoings are dariEeneo. 
Our hearts are hearts of stone. Our very con- 
science also is defiled. Our affections are earthly 
and sensual. Open Thou the eyes of our under- 
standing. Give us hearts of flesh. Purify ou? 
consciences from dead works to serve the living 
God., Set our affections on thii^ that are above : 
and as He who has called us is holy, so may we 
also be holy in all manner of conversation and god- 
liness. 

Deliver us from the bondage of corruption, and 
bring" us into the glorious liberty of thy children : 
that oeing made free from sin, and l>ecome ser- 
vants unto God, we may have our fruit unto holi- 
ness, and our end everlasting life. 

Preserve us from all selfidelusion, especially 
where our souls are concerned. May we never 
be flattered, bj the good opinion oi our fellow 
creatures, against the convictions of our own con- 
sciences ; but remember, that if our hearts con- 
demn us, God is greater than our hearts, and 
knoweth all thii^s. May we never substitute 
mere opinions, and outwara forms and ceremonies, 
in the room of that grace, which renews the soul 
and sanctifies the life. Ever keep alive in our 
minds the belief, that in Christ Jesus, neither cir- 
cumcision availeth any thin^, nor uncircumcision^ 
but a new creature : and m the examinations of 
our religious state and character, may we look 
after that kingdom, which is not meat and drink, 
but righteousness, and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. 

Inspire us with a well grounded hope of beiQg, 

one oay, presented before the presence of thy 

gloiy ; when we shall see Thee without obscurity 

approach Thee without sin. serve Thee without 

'mper/SsctiOD, and enjoy Tnee wilihcMX ^orow. 

ffow remote now do we often fee\ from ^\» «Mte«^ 
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state ? And how improbable^ does it frequently 
seem, that we should ever attain it? We have ne- 
ver yet been better than a bruised reed, and a 
smoKing^ flax : and thy patience alone could have 
bonme with our imperfections and perverseness. 
Yet we trust the root of the matter is found in us ; 
and we bless Thee, if thy grace — by which alone 
we are what we are, has caused us to loathe sin, 
and abhor ourselves, and to hung:er and thirst after 
righteousness, and to place our happiness in serv- 
ing and enjoying Thee. 

And we pray, that our path may be as a shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day. Complete that which is lackine in our faith. 
Lead ns into all truth : and establish our hearts 
witib grace. Fill our minds with the sublime and 
elevatine objects of revelation, that worldly things 
may find no room in our minds : and keep near us, 
all the affecting and awful motives^ of the gospel, 
that we may not be able to sin, but in the vie,w of 
thine all-seeing eye, a burning world, a judgement 
to come, and the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And the Lord make us, also, to increase and 
abcmnd in love, one towards another, and towards 
all men. Let all bittemess, and wrath, and anger , 
.and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away irom 
us, with all malice ; and may we be kind, one 
towards another, tender hearted; foigiving, also, 
one anodier, even as God, for Christ's sake, hadi 
forgiven us. 

Prepare us for all the duties and trials that lie 
before us. We bless Thee for thy promises, which 
provide a^inst eveiy want we feet ; and for every 
condition m which we can be found. In God will 
we praise his word. In God have we put our 
trust. We will not fear what flesh can do unto us. 
Thou tellest our wanderings. Put Thou our tears 
into thy bottle. Are they not iu Uw VvQ«?t\ 

We commend ouT8e\ve& YJ\\5a ^ ^\a ^s^«!&«»e» 
^ncl friends, this evening, lo VVvx fejt^N^Vw?^ m««i -> 
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and providential care. O Thou, that givest thy 
beloved sleep, indulge us with refreshii^ repose ; 
or if Thou holdest our eyes waking, in the night 
may thy sone be with us, and our prayer unto me 
Qod of our nfe. Guide us by thy cotmsel through 
life, and afterward receive us to gloiy. 

And to the <»ily wise God, our Saviour, be gloiy 
and majesty, dominion and power, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

O Thou who hast said, I will be sanctified in 
them that come nigh me, and before all the people 
will I be glorified ,* may we have grace, whereby 
we shall serve Thee acceptably, with reverence 
and godly fear. Thou inhabitest eternity ; but 
our a^ IS as nothing before Thee» Thy under- 
standing is infinite, but we know nothing. Thou 
art Ahnighty, but we are crushed before the moth. 
Thou art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, 
but we are vile ; what shall we answer Thee ? 
We cannot answer Thee for one of a thousand of 
our transgressions : and had we followed the fore- 
bodings of our consciences, we could not have 
approached Thee. 

But Thou hast proclaimed thy name, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious ; Thou hast caused all 
thy goodness to pass before us ; Thou hast opened 
a new and living way into the holiest of all, by 
ibe blood of Jesus ; and we have boldness, and 
access with confidence, by the faith of Him. 

We bless Thee that in Him all fulness dwells, 
and that ignorant, and guilty, and depraved, and 
miserable, as we are in oui'selves, from Him we 
can derive wisdom, righteousness, sanctification 
^/id T^demption. And we rejoice, that these bles- 
sii^ are attainable, without money and without 
price; and that we may know they are o>xc*a^\!n 
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eveiy title God himself can give ; and shall h& 
cur's for ever. 

0» let such undeserved, such infinite eoodness 
melt our hearts, and lead us to throw down the 
weapons of rebellion, and weep over them. May 
we sorrow after a godly sort, that ever we offended 
a Being so worthy of all our love and our obe- 
dience ; and while compelled to acknowledge, 
with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, O Lord, 
odier lords, beside Thee, have had dominion over 
us : enable us to say, But henceforth, by Thee 
only will we make mention of thy name. As our 
jeasonable service, to Thee may we dedicate our- 
selves immediately without delay, and fully with- 
out reserve. To Thee may we yield our under- 
standing and our intellectual powers ; our wilb 
and our active powers ; our senses and our bodily 
powers ; our time, our substance, and all our re- 
ktive powers — may our words, and our actk)ns, 
and our callmgs in life, be all holiness unto the 
Lord. 

May we come out from the world, and touch 
not the unclean thing, and be received and ac- 
knowledged as the sons and daughters of the ^ 
Lord Almighty. And though they are few in 
number, and the world knoweth them not, may we 
choose thy people as our companions, and delight 
in them as the excellent of the earth. With them, 
at thy gates, may we daily watch, and wait at the 
posts of thy doors ; with them, may we coura- 
geously fight the good fight of faith ; with them, 
m^ we patiently labour in thy vineyard. 

May we love them all ; and as we have oppor- 
tuni^, may we unite with them all in holy com- 
munion, and co-operate with them all in schemes 
of civil and sacred beneficence. We bless Thee 
for the country and the age in which we live. We 
bless Thee for the spirit which has been av^^kfiTSftA.^ 
and the effiirtB that ate hoyi TEk^i3K^T«t^^^ V^^ 
the tempera], and ahoye aW, VScft s^mVxxA ^^Naxfc 
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of mankind, by individuals and communities, and 
combinations of communities. O let them not 
Labour in vain; let the pleasures of the Lord 
prosper in their hand ; let thy work appear unto 
thy servants, and thy fflory unto their children ; 
and let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon 
us, and establish Thou the work of our hands 
iipon us ; yea, the work of our hand, establish 
1 hou it. 

And prepare us for suffering thy will, as wel) as 
doing it. May we never look for unraingled fe- 
licity here, but expect to find life, as all who have 
gone before us have found it light and darkness, 
pain and pleasure, good and evil. When we meet 
with triats, may we never think them strange 
things ; nor murmur and repine under them. 
Rather may we be thankful, that they are so few 
and alleviated : rather may we rejoice, that they 
are all founded in love to our souls, ai^d desi^poed 
tQ make us partakers of thy holiness. Sustain us 
under them ; improve us by them ; and assure us 
iji due time of our deliverance from tbem ; and 
of our entering the rest that remains for the people 
of God, where all sorrow and sighing shall cease, 
and aU tears shall be wiped from our eyes. 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all, now and for ever. 
Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING 

O God — Thou art the God of all the families 
of the earth ; for they are formed by thy will, 
and supported by thy providence. But Thou art, 
in a peculiar manner, the God of those families, 
in which thy name is known, and loved, and hou* 
cured. Thy curse is in the house of the wicked, 
/>uf Thou hlessipst the- haljitat^^Mi rv{ \)Ci«L '^>»\, 
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Whatever be the dispositions of others, we desire 
to say, with increasing resolution and zeal, As for 
us,and our house, we will serve the Lord. Thv 
yoke is easy, thy burden is light ; thy work is 
honourable and glo^ous ; and in keeping thy com- 
mandments, there is great reward. Tnou art tlic 
best of all masters ; Thou hast promised to bear 
with our infirmities, and to suffer us to waiit no 
good thing. 

Already Thou hast laid us under infinite obliga- 
tions, as the God of providence and of grace : 
Thou hast dealt well .with thy senrs^nts, O Lord. 
Bless the Lord, O our souls, and all that is within 
us, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O our 
souls, and forget not all his benefits. 

By thy good hand upon us, we have been con- 
ducted through the penis, not only of another day 
])ut another week ; a period, dunng which, many 
have been carried down to their graves, anS we 
have been brought so much nearier to our own. Im- 
press us with the lapse of our time, and so teach 
us to number our aays, tliat we may apply qui 
hearts unto wisdom. Many have been mvolved 
in perplexities, and exposed to want ; many nave 
been confined to the house of moumine, or the 
bed of 'sickness ; but we have been indulged with 
liberty, and ease, and health, and strei^h ; we 
have seen thy loving-kindness eveiy morning, and 
thy faithfijlncss every night ; aipid have had all 
thif^ richly to enioy. 

But, O, how little hare we been affected by the 
instances of thy undeserved goodness ; how im- 
perfectly have we improved our religious privi- 
leges ; now negli^nt have we been in seizing op- 
portunities of aomg good to the bodies and souls 
of our felloW-creatures — and how well does it be- 
come each of us to exclaim. Behold, I am vile ; 
what shall I answer Thee ? wherefore I ahVvQ^ vk^- 
seK ropenling in dv\sl aui ^%>Qft^« 
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We stand before Thee this eveniqg in our tres- 

Sass ; enter not into judgment with thy servants, 
) Lord. Our onljr nope is. that to the Lord- our 
God belong mercies and toigiveness, thoi^ we 
have rebelled agabst Him* 'Have mercy upon 
us, O Grod, accordin|f to thy loviifg kindness, ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy tender mercies, 
blot out our transgressions. 

And may a confidence in thy goodness, instead 
of encouraging us to sin, that grace may abound, 
inspire us with that godly sorrow which worketh 
repentance unto life. May we hate and forsake 
eveiy false way. May we be attentive to our 
condition, and study our character ; may we bri 
die our toi%ue, and keep our heart witb all di* 
ligence. 

May we often look back and see, how at any 
time, we have been ensnared or overcome : and 
watch and pray in future, lest we enter into temp- 
tation. And do Thou keep us by thy power; 
uphold us by thy free Spirit ; and not only re« 
strain us irom sin, but mortify us to it. 

May sleep refresh our bodies, and fit them for 
thy service on the ensuing day ; and may thy 
g^ce prepare our minds. May we leave all the 
cares of the world for a while, behind ; that we 
may attend on the Lord without distraction. May 
we repair to the hallowed exercises of devotion, 
as the heart panteth after the water brooks. May 
we call the sabbath a delight, and be glad when 
they say to us. Let us go into the house of the 
Loia. 

And. OThou God of all grace; do as Thou hast 
said ; nilfil thy word unto thy servants, upon which 
Thou bast caused them to hope. Bless abun« 
dantly the provisions of thy house, and satisfy thy 
poor with bread. Clothe thy priests with salva- 
//bo and let thy saints shout aloud for joy. 
And to the God of all grace, the Fatbec^the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoi^t, be a\\ \vaivoMi «A 
&oiy, now and for ev^r. Anjen 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

O God, Thou art very greats Thou art clothed 
with honour and majesty ; and it becomes us to 
approach Thee, with reverence and godly fear. 
We can also come before Thee, with humlde con* 
fidence ; for tiiy condescension equals thy grand- 
eur, and thy goodness is thy glory. 

If we are unworthy, we rejoice that we are not 
unwelcome. If we are guilty, Thou art ^acious ; 
if we are miserable, Thou art merciful ; if we are 
all indigence, thy riches are unsearchable. By 
not sparing thine own Son, but delivering Him up 
for us all, Thou hast shown thy boundless compas- 
sion towards a perishing world ; and proved, that 
with Him, Thou wilt also freely give us all things. 
Thus a foundation is laid for our hope ; a refuge 
is opened for our safety ; and a new and living 
way is consecrated into the holiest of all, for our 
approach to Thee. 

O, bless us with that conviction of sin, that 
brokenness of heart, that self-despair, which will 
endear to us the gospel message, as a faithful say- 
ii^, and worthy of dl acceptation ; and induce u^ 
to say with the apostle, that I may win Christ, and 
be found in Him ; that I may know Him and the 
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being made conformable unto His 
death. How happy are they that are found inter- 
ested in Him ! They are delivered from the wtalK 
to come ; they arc luslifeed fcoov ;!^ ^\^«5?^\ '^osffs 

14 
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have peace with God ; they are heirs of the gloiy 
that is to be revealed. 

May we feel a holy and increasing concern, to 
know whether these exalted privileges are claim- 
able by us. For this purpose, may we frequently 
and faithfully examine ourselves. May we search 
afler — ^that deadness to the world, that love to the 
Saviour, that attachment to his house, that devo- 
tedness to His service, which characterise the si^b- 
jects of His salvation. 

And may these things not only be in us, but 
abound, it is an unspeakale blessing if we have 
life : but it is our duty and privilege to have it 
more abundantly. It becomes us to be thankful, 
if Thou hast begun a eood work in us ; but we are 
allowed to pray, that J'hou wilt perfect that which 
concemeth us. According to the riches of thy 
gloiy, therefore, strengthen us with might by thy 
ot>irit in tbe inner man ; that Christ may dwell m 
>iur hearts by faith ; that we being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with 
all saints, what is the height, and depth, and 
breadth, and length, and to know the love of 
Christ, that passeth knowledge, that we may be 
filled with all the fulness of God. 

Manr every part of our character and conduct, 
be adapted to make, not only a serious, but an 
amiable impression, on the minds of those around 
us ; that they may say, I will go with you, for I 
have heard that God is with you. 

May all that we meet within our passage through 
life, whether pleasing or painful, instead of injuring 
the prosperity of our souls, turn to our salvation^ 
through prayer, and the continual supply of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

Send us help thig day from the sanctuaiy, and 

ctrenghen us out of Zion . We know that thine own 

appointments^ were never intended to make us 

independent of thy agency *, w\l\\oul \5k5 svx^i^id- 

ded blessing, the best means \v\\\ v^ov^ m n^wu 
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But Thou hast promised to bless the provisions of 
thy house, and to fill thy poor with bread. Thou 
hast said, in all places where I record my name, I 
will come unto thee, and I will bless thee. And 
all have found Thee to be faithful to thy word. 
We have known Thee in thy palaces for a refuge : 
we have seen thy power and thy glory in the sanc- 
tuary; and have often praised Thee with joyful 
lips. 

We therefore bless Thee for the return of these 
precious advantages : we pit}r those who are de- 
nied them ; sanctify their privations ; and com- 
pensate the want of ordinances, by thine own 
presence and communications. Enter, as an in- 
structer and comforter, all the abodes of sorrow. 
Be the father of the fatherless, and the husband of 
the widow. Guide those who are perplexed ; 
guard those that are tempted ; and let all that love 
Thee, be as the sun when he goeth forth in his 
might. We ask it through the intercession of 
Him, who has taught us when we pray, to say, 
Our Father, &c. 



SUNDAY EVENING. 

O God, the heavens declare thy gloiy; the 
earth is full of thy riches; the universe is thy 
temple ; thy presence fills immensity. ^ It is thy 
pleasure to produce life, and to communicate hap- 
piness. From Thee we have derived all we are, 
and all we own ; and in Thee we live, and move, 
and have our being continued. Thy good provi- 
dence has determmed the bounds of our habita- 
tion, and wisely administered all our affairs. 

But above, all we bless Thee for the exceeding 
riches of thy grace, in thy kmditess. Vcwsx^^ nss.^ 
hy Christ Jesus. Thai\ks \ie vwvXo ^^ l^\ V\^>®w- 
fpeakable g\\\ ; and Cot IW vmOLOW^L^^ t^n^-j^v^s^ 
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of Him, in the word of trutn. There we behold 
His person and character ; His grace and gloiy. 
There we see Him, when rich, for our sakes, be- 
coming poor ; and dying that we may live : de- 
livered tor our oflences, and raised again for our 
justification. May we deeply feel our need of this 
dispensation, in all its parts, and in all its influ- 
ences ; and with Peter exclaim. Lord, save — I 
perish ; and wiUi the publican— God be merciful 
to me a sinner. 

Convince us of the pollution of sin, as well as 
of its guilt, that we may not onl^ have our fear 
excited, but our aversion ; that with Job we may 
see, that we are vile ; and abhor ourselves, re- 
penting in dust and ashes. May we feel the ne- 
cessity of renovation, as well as forgiveness, in 
order to our serving and enjoying Thee, in time 
and et^mi^. O, Thou Holy Gra, who hast no 
fellowship with iniquity, subdue in us the love of 
sin ; create in us a clean heart ; and renew in us 
a right spirit 

May we not be in the number of those who are 
always learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth ; but may our hearts be 
established with grace. May we never rest in a 
mere system of doctrine, however scriptural, thai 
does not bring salvation, or teach us to deny ungod- 
liness, and worldly lusts ; and to live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in the present world ; looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
May we live in the spirit ; and may we walk in 
the spirit : and instead of relying on our own con- 
victions and resolutions, may we be stroi^ in ^e 
Lord, and in the power of His might. 

In all our duties, conflicts, and trials, may his 

grace be sufficient for us. To Him who gives rest 

to the weary and heavy Laden, may we repair in 

aJl our spiritual distresses, in a\\ out ou\?NvraL\xQ\v- 

hies, and in all the dissatisfact\0T\s ex^x\cw.^\tv 
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creature-enjoyments. From a world, where all is 
vanity and vexation of spirit, may we retreat to 
Him, who is full of grace and truth ; a friend that 
loveth at all times ; who is touched with the feel- 
ing of our infirmities ; and who is able to do for 
us exceeding abundantly, above all we can ask or 
think. 

Prepare us for our final hoiir, and for all the 
scenes through which we have to pass in the re- . 
mainder of our pilgrimage. May we know how 
to be abased, and how to abound. May we learn 
in whatsoever state we are, therewith to be con- 
tent. May we stand complete in all the will of 
God. 

Do us good by all* thy dispensations ; and espe- 
cially sanctify to us all the means of grace. We' 
bless Thee that we have been favoured with 
another sabbath ; and have had opportunities of 
repairing to the sanctuary, to mingle our prayers 
and praises with the devotions of thy peo{)le, and 
to hear the words of eternal life. We grieve to 
think, that so much of the precious seed, sown by 
thy servants, should fall by the way side ; so much 
upon stony places ; and so much among thorns ; 
and that so little fruit is brought forth to perfec- 
tion. May it appear that we have not recei^M 
the grace of God m vain ; but that thy word in vt^^ 
like good seed sown in good ground, which spiitag^ 
eth up and bringeth forth, in some an hundred 
fold, in some sixty, and in some thirty. 

And suffer us not to confine our religion to ex- 
traordinary occasions ; but he^p us to acknowledge 
Thee in all our ways. May we never limit our 
devotion to particular seasons ; but be in the fear 
of the Lord all the day long;. May we be godly, 
not only on the sabbath, but in the week ; not 
only in the house of God, but in our own. May 
our piety be, not a dress, but a habit -^ u^t ^\\V^ -^ 
habit, but a nature, a Wte •, ^^ V\l^ ^"v ^^Vn^*^^ 
soul o{ man. And at \as\.,V>^ >5k^ ?:^^^'^ ^^^ "^^^ 

14* 
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dance, may we enter that world, where tiiere is 
no temple, but the glory of God and of the Lamb 
are the temple thereof. 

But. O, bow can we endure to see the destruc- 
tion ot our kindred ? O Lord, let those that are 
milled to us by so many tender ties, be precious in 
thy sight, and devoted to thy prabe. Sanctify and 
succeed domestic <levotion and instruction, disci- 
pline, and example ; and may our houses be nur- 
series for heaven, from which our churches, as the 
gardens of the Lord, shall be enriched with trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He 
may be glorified. 

O, let none of those who are amiable, and moral, 
and possess so many attractions, like the hopeful 
youth in the gospel, fall short of heaven at last. 

Where the conscience is tender, and the heart is 
soft, and the word alarms or delights, let not these 
promising appearances be blasted; but bring forth 
judement unto victoiy. 

Bless all who are connected with us by religious 
ties. Save thy people and bless thine inheritance ; 
feed them also, and lift them up for ever. 

Regard us as a nation. Inspire all ranks and 
degrees of men among us, with a love to that 
righteousness, which exalte th a nation ; and de- 
liver us from that sin, which is a reproach to any 
people. 

And as all mankind, of whatever country or con- 
dition, are our brethren, bless them with the same 
civil and religious privileges, which this highly fa- 
voured land enjoys. Let thy way be known on 
earUi, thy saving health amoi^ all nations. 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all, now and for ever* 
Amen. 
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MONDAY MORNING. 

O God, thy greatness is unsearchable ; but we 
reioice to think, that thy love passeth knowledge. 
We have sinned against Thee, but Thou art ready 
to forgive. We have gone far astray frotti Tkee ; 
but Thou art more than willing to admit our re- 
turn. Thou hast even provided the way to ac- 
complish it. Thou hast appointed ana made 
known a Mediator, who has once suffered for sin, 
the just for the unjust, that He might brii^ us un- 
to God. In Him we behold Thee reconcuing the 
world unto thj'self, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them. And in Him a multitude which no 
man can number, redeemed, justified, and renew- 
ed, are exulting, My soul shall be joyful in my 
God, for he hath clothed me with the garments 
of salvation. He hath covered me with the robe 
of righteousness, as a hridegroom decketh himself 
with ornaments, and as a bride adometh herself 
with her jewels. 

O, that it were thus with us ! O that we could 
ascertain our spiritual condition, and read our title 
clear to the mheritance of the saints in lurht. 
Praise waiteth for Thee, O God in Zion ; and we 
are longinj^ to be able to adore Thee, as the 
strength of our souls, and gur everlastinr portion. 
Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, 
fear not. Him that cometh unto me, I will in no 
wise cast out ; whosoever will, let him come and 
take of the water of life, freely : O, say unto our 
souls, I am thy salvation. 

And, O Lord, we hope that we are not concerned 
for our safety only ; we trust we not only wish to 
know that we have the ffrace of God in truth, but 
to feel a progression in the divine life ; to increase 
with all the increase of God. We wish to be 
qualified for our work: lo ?\axA c55>\w^\^^*N^'^S!>fc 
will of our heavenly Va\\\feT\ «pv<^L Vi -a.^sssw^."^ 
doctrim of God o\ir S^\\o\\\ \t\ -aJ^ SJwvw^^- 
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Grant us, therefore, we pray Thee, more of the 
supplj of the Spirit ojf Jesus Christ ; to give more 
deciston to our character ; more vigour to our pur- 
poses ; more elevation to our hopes ; more fer- 
vour to our devotion ; more constancy to our zeal, 
so that we may nm and not be weaiy, and walk 
and not faint. 

Thou dost not despise the day of small things, 
nor refuse to encourage a little strength ; but Thou 
hast commanded us to grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour ; and Thou 
hast said. To him that hath, shall be given ; and 
hast promised, that the feeble among them shall 
be as David. Be it unto us according; to thy 
word. Fulfil all the good pleasure of thy goocl- 
ness, and the work of faith with power, that the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified 
in us, and we in Him. May we be examples of 
the religion we profess, the most impressive and 
attracting ; may we have a testimony in the 
bosoms of those who observe us, that we are the 
seed which the Lord hath blessed ; and may 
eveiy thing around us say to them. Come with us, 
and we will do you good. 

To Thee we desire to submit all our desires, 
and to Thee would we commit all our concerns, 
casting all our care upon Thee, conscious that 
Thou carest for us. And 

Who so fit to choose our lot. 
Or regulate our ways — 

as a Being - who loved us, so as not to spare his 
own Son, who knows what is best for us m eveir 
circumstance, and is able to make all things work 
together for our good. 

In eveiy difficulty with which we are called to 

struggle, may we not only think of thy promises, 

hut also call to remembrance, the years of the 

ngbt band ofAe Most High. We have often been 

brought low, and Thou hast helped us \ ^tv^N<\«Xk 

»re bare been looking for nothing but a^x\a\e^'&^^\. 
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evening time it has been light. O, how does it 
betray our depravity, that after all thy kindness 
and care, after all the proofs of thy patience, pow- 
er, and fidelitjr, we are yet so little capable of 
trusting in Tnee. We would cry out with tears, 
Lord, we believe, help Thou our unbelief. 

Do us good by all the dispensations of thv 
providence, especially those of an a£9ictive kind. 
Apd why should we consider them stranee things, 
since Thou hast told us, that in the world we shall 
have tribulation, and that the same afflictions have 
been accomplished in all our brethren ? And vdiy 
should we desire exemption (rom them ? -Seeing 
they are founded in love, and intended ibr our 
profit. May we ever realize thy desini by them, 
and see thine hand in them ; may we oelieye fliat 
Thou wilt be with us in trouble : and look for- 
ward with joy to that state, where it will be safe 
for us to be without sorrow, and God shall wipe 
away all tears from our eyes. 

And if we have a portion in this wcurld, keep us 
from Aiakin^ this world our portion. May we 
never look for that in the creative, which can only 
be found in the Creator; nor for that on earth, 
which is only to be found in heaven. Among our 
caresses and indulgences, may we never lose the 
heail of a stranger, or foiget that this is not our 
rest. May the streams of comfort lead us to the 
fountain of all ^ood : and may we love and serve 
our Benefactor in all his benents. 

And thus may we know how to be abased^ and 
how to abound ; and in eyery varjring condition, 
display the principles and dispositions of those, 
who are born from above, and bound (or glonr. 

And to the Father, the Word, and Hohr Ghost, 
be ascribed all honour and praise, world without 
end. Amen. 



N6 FIFTH WEEK. 



MONDAY EVENING. 

O Thou, whose name alone is Jehovah. Thou 
art the Most High over all the earth ; and Thou 
hast set thy gloiy above the heavens. All thy 
works praise Thee, O Lord, and thy saints bless 
Thee. Thou art our father's God, and we will 
exalt Thee ; Thou art our own God, and early will 
we seek Thee, for in thy favour is life. 

Open Tnou our lip, and our mouth shall show 
forth thy praise. Thou hast made us, and not we 
ourselves. Thine eye did see our substance, yet 
being imperfect, and in thy book all our members 
were written, which in continuance were fashioned, 
when as yet there were none of them. Thou hast 
tauffht us more than the beasts of the field, and 
maae us wiser than the fowls of the air. There is 
a sphit in man, and the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth him understandii^. Thy providence has 
watched over us from the womb, supplied all our 
wants, arranged all our affairs, and determined the 
bounds of our habitation. 

And, O, what reason have we to exclaim, the 
lines have fallen to us in pleasant places, yea, 
we have a goodly heritage. We live in a land 
of vision. How superior are our advantages to 
those of thine ancient people, the Jews. The sun 
of righteousness, which was below the horizon to 
them, has risen upon us, with healing in his wings ; 
and we are all tne children of the day. Let us 
. . not, therefore, sleep, as do others ; but while we 
have the light, may we walk in the light, lest dark- 
ness come lipon us. 

May we ever be impressed with the convic 
tioD, that where much is given, much will be re* 
quired : and that our greatest danger results from 
' our distinguishing advantages — our sabbaths ; our 
saactuaries ; the Scriptuves of lru\h *. ^<& '^'dj^ 
'V of (be gospel ; and all the evexxls yiVxacVv Vvj^ 
wjjred our attention to it. 
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What more couid have been done tor us, than 
Thou hast done ? And vet how little fruit have 
we brought forth. How well do we deserve to be 
cut down as gijinberers of the ground, and cast 
into the fire ! i et, O Lord spare us, at the inter- 
cession of thy Son. our Saviour ; for His sake, 
renew our season oi trial : and employ fresh means 
for our improvement ; and accompahy them with 
a divine power. Convince us of our sin and dan- 

fer. Awaken in us the solemn inquiiy, what must 
do to be saved ? And let not our concern, when 
awakened, lead us into any refuge of lies, or in- 
duce us to build on any false foundation ; but ma^ 
we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and find bis 
rest to be glorious. 

Produce in us that brokenness of heart, and that 
self-despair, which will render the faithful sav- 
ing — worthy of all acceptation ; and make the 
Saviour precious to us— as He is to all them that 
believe. May He be delightful to us in all His 
offices ; may we love Him in His commands, as 
well as in His promises ; may we wear His yoke, 
and carry His burden; and find His yoke easy, 
and His burden light. Make us in our views, 
principles, and dispositions, new creatures , m^y 
we shine in all the beauties of holiness ; and 
reflect the praises of Him who hath called us out 
of darkness into His marvellous light. Explain to 
us thy secret which is with them that fear Thee ; 
and snow us thy covenant in its provisions and star 
bility ; and m every distress, ma^ this be aJl our 
salvation, and all our desire. 

With affections weaned from the world, and with 
evidences bright for heaven, all the days of our 
.appointed time may we wait till our chaise comes : 
may we die^ supported by the consolations of the 
gospel, and surrounded with the glory of God ; 
andhave an entrance ministered unto us dh^\vidaa^> 
1^, into the everlasting \k\\^^Qm qI Q>ss.\jss^'«fi^ 
baviour 
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Prepare us for our passage, as well as for our 
end. While we are here, ma^ we ftilfil the duties 
and bear with firmness, the trials of our respective 
stations ; may we glorify our Father, who is in 
heaven ; and serve our generation according to His 

win. 

Continue thy goodness to us as a family. Re- 
member our absent friends. Let thy ministers 
enjoy thy presence ; and thy churches be filled 
with thy glory. Let this nation be under thy care, 
and ever prove the seat of learning and science ; 
of civil and religious freedom ; of social blessed- 
ness; and of gospel privileges ; and be the source 
of usefiilness to the ends ofthe earth. 

May princes come out of Egypt. May Ethiopia 
stretch -forth her hands unto God. And may all 
nations vi^hom Thou hast made, come and worship 
before Thee. 

For thine, O God, is the power ; and thine shall 
be the glory, through our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

O Lord God of hosts, heat our prayer ; give 
ear, O God of Jacob ; behold, O God our shield, 
and look' upon the face of thine Anointed. 

It -is in his dear and all-prevailing name we 
come. We have nothing of our own to plead; 
no works, no worthiness, no promises. We have 
all, like sheep, gone astray. We have been trans- 
gressors firom tne womb. We have knowingly 
opposed thine authority, and abused thy goodness. 
We have been ungrateful under thy indulgences ; 
incorrigible under thy rebukes ; and have improv- 
ed none of our religious advantages. We stand 
before Thee condemned by our own consciences, 
as well as hj thy word, i el^ m \V\e yi«n ol ^\x» 
appointment, Thou aut waiting loW ^.ttxcv^vw^j \ ^w^^ 
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hast said^ that whatsoever we ask, believing in his 
name, we shall receive. 

Through Him, display thyself, in our experience, 
as a God, pardonii^ iniquity, and subdUiiu^ it. 
Justify us freely from all thii^s ; and sanctiQ^ lis 
wholly, body, soul, and spirit. May we be thy 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, and prepar- 
ed unto every good work. We groan within our- 
selves, lolling, not only for deliverance from the 
wrath to come, but from the sin that dwelleth in 
us : and praying, not only for an interest in thy 
favour, but a participation of thy image. 

If Thou hast beffun the good work in us, cany- 
it on unto the perfect day. Assure us of present 
assistance and final success, whatever difliculties 
or oppositions we meet with ; that we may go on 
our way rejoicing, and be strong in the grace that 
is in Christ Jesus. If we feel little, — and, O, how 
little do we feel of the joys of thy salvation ; up- 
hold us by thy free Spirit ; and enable us to per- 
severe in the path of obedience, and in tlie use of 
the means wnich Thou hast appointed, assured 
that none of those shall be ever ashamed that wait 
for Thee. And should we walk in darkness and 
have no light, may we trust in the Lord, and stay 
upon our uod — ^Yet suffer us to implore, that Thou 
wilt make thy face to shine upon us, and give us 
the full assurance of hope — which hope may we 
have, as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stead- 
fast, in all the storms of life. 

We bless Thee for all that is past. Unless the 
Lord nad been our help, our souls bad almost 
dwelt in silence : but when we said. My foot slip- 
petb, thy mercy, O Lord, held us up. But we 
are still m the Dody, and in the wilderness ; we 
need thine .aid as much as ever ; we have a grow- 
ing i^nse of our ignorance, weakness, and dan- 
ger — O, withdraw not thy jie^iewc^^'MAVsJift. ^^cX. 
tbjr Holy Spu-it from ua. VlW^'et v^^ -xt^^-^^^ 
to do thy will, or to beM \V, xtxtc^ \s[^ '^^^ "^"^ "^^ 
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hetp is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven 
and earth. If our course conducts us through 
rough and tiying scenes, say to us, Thy shoes shiill 
be iron and brass, and as thy days, so shall thy 
strength be. In view of our encounter with our 

Siritual foes, clothe us with the whole armour of 
)d ; teach our hands to war, and our finders to 
6ght ; and in the heat of action tell our hearts, 
tmttwe shall be more than conquerors, tbroii^h 
him that loved us. 

And may we be concerned that the blessnigs we 
ask for ourselves, may be imparted to oUiers. 
Teach us to love our neighbour as ourselves ; and 
may we often examine our conditions in life, our 
offices, our talents, and our opportunities, to see 
how we may be serviceable in our day and genera- 
tion. 

Comfort those that mourn in Zion. Let all the 
afflicted find Thee a veij present, and an all-suf- 
ficient help in the day of trouble. Provide for the 
poor and needy. Guide those that need instruc- 
tion ; and may integrity and uprightness preserve 
them while they wait upon Thee. 

Sanctify and continue to us, and to our latest 
posterity after us, all our national blessings, civil 
and religious ; and may our country, by its instir 
tutions, character, and usefulness, be a praise in 
the whole earth. 

These are great blessings for such sinful crea- 
tures as we are, to ask — but Thou hast given us a 
name to plead, which is above eveiy name. Be- 
hold—not our ^uilt, but that blood which clean- 
seth from all sm ; not our unworthiness, but that 
righteousness with which Thou art well pleased. 
And accept us in the beloved. Our Father^ &;c. 
Amen. 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 

« 

O God, we are thine, and Thee we are bound 
to worship. We grieve to think how many there 
are who cast off fear, and restrain pra;^er before 
Thee. But, whatever be the determinatiun of 
others, our purpose, by thy ^ce, is taken ; and 
as for us and our house, we will serve the LonL 

We would not live a day, or an hour, without 
Thee in the world, careless of thy favour, or re- 
gardless of thy glory. Impress us, individually 
and deeply, with a sense of thy omniscience ; that 
Thou art about our path, and our lyii^ down, and ^ 
acquainted with all our ways. Especially may ^ 
we feel it, when we enter thy more immediate 
presence, and engage in the exercises of devotion. 
Tkm may we remember, that thine eyes are up- 
on us; that Thou requirest truth in the inwud 
jMurts ; and tiiat notliing can screen, even our mo- 
lives and principles, firom thy penetration. 

Too little, we acknowledge, has this been our 
experience in former engagements : we have often 
been careless, where we should have been full of 
reverence ; we have been strangers to the power 
of godliness, while familiar with its forms. Thou 
hast been nigh in our mouths, but far from our 
reins. Much of our guilt has originated from our 
religious means and privileges ; from the low es- 
timation in which we have holden them ; the little 
advantage they have contributed to our growth in 

frace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
aviour. 

Over all this may we sorrow after a godly sort , 
and may the sincerity of our repentance, be seen 
in our future alarm, and endeavours ; and espe- 
cially in our self-renunciation, and dependence 
upon another — ^for when we «te -^^aSi.^^sK^^ ?2»^ 
then aJone, we are strong. ^«J ^^cs«:r^ "^^f^^^r^ 
Zee/, bow necessary \t is lobe xi^o^ Vc*xk«««^ "«^^ 



17t FIFTH WEEK. 

Him who came, not only that we migot nave life, 
but that we might have it more abundantly'; 
whose grace is sunicient for us ; whose spirit helps 
our infirmities, and can strengthen in us the things 
lliat remain, that are ready to die.- 

We bless Thee for an Advocate with the Father ; 
t)T a propitiation of infinite value j for a fulness 
that fiUeth all in all. In Him, believine, mav we 
ejoice with ioy unspeakable, and full of gloiy. 
Aiid may we know how to obtain relief for a bur- 
dened conscience, without feeling reconciled to 
our imperfections. May we abhor the thought of 
turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, 
or sinning, that grace may abound. Because we 
are not under the law, but under grace, may we 
reckon ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive 'jnto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; 
bjT thy mercies, presenting our bodies a living sa- 
crifice, and askii^. What shall I render unto the 
Lord tot all his benefits towards me ? Through 
sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth, 
may our affections be set on things that are above^ 
and may this be the growing desire of our souls ; 
O, that my feet were directea to keep thy precepts. 

We would not seek great things for ourselves ; 
but be content with such things as we have. De- 
liver us, O Lord, from the love of money, which 
is the root of all evil. May we value our sub- 
i$lance, not as the medium of pride and luxury, 
but as affording us the means of support and use- 
fulness ; and may we guide our af&irs with dis- 
cretion, that we ma^ owe no man any thing, and 
be able to give to him that needcth. Establish in 
i]s the royal law ; may we love our neighbour as 
ourselves ; and feel it, not only our du^, but our 
pleasure, as we have opportunity, to do good unto 
all men ; especially unto them that are of the 
household of faith. 

Bless all the churches o? l\\fe laWVlxA. 'IVssvx 
bast given them rest ; may tV\ey wa\>B. *^^ ^>cwk ^«ax 
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of the Lord, and in the comforts of the Holy 
Ghost, and be edified and multiplied. 

Display thy power and thy gloiy in the sanctu- 
aiy. De witn th;^ servants, who show unto men 
the way of salvation. Make them wise to win 
souls ; may they speak the things only that become 
sound doctrine ; ma;^ they never expect success, 
as the result of their eloquence and reasonings, 
but from the excellency of the power that is ot 
God. 

May our hiehly favoured country be safe and 
flourishing, under the shadow of the Almighty. 

Reeard our friends and relations. Those that 
are absent from us, we commend to the care and 
direction of an ever-present God. Let those that 
know Thee not, be made wise unto salvation ; let 
not those, who are endeared by so many ties, be 
separated from us for ever — How can we endure 
to see the destruction of our kindred ? 

Keep us in all places and circumstances. Hide 
us this ni^ht in tne secret of thy pavilion, and in 
the morning encompass us with songs of deliv 
ranee. 

And now, blessed be the Lord God of Isfrael, 
who onl;^ doeth wondrous things ; and blessed be 
his glorious name tor ever: and let tlie whole 
earth be filled with his gloiy. Amen and Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

O Thou, that hearest prayer, and inhabitest the 
praises of Israel ; with Moses and Aaron amooe 
thy priests, and Samuel among them that caU 
upon thy name, we would, this morning, exalt the 
Lord our God, and worship at his footstool, for 
He is holy. 



We thank Thee, O ¥a^w,\iOT\^WKK'«»^«g^, 
^artfc, for all thy inexpte%«vb\e «cA Xtvcssws**^^' 

15* 
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goodness to the children' of men, and of which, 
our own hbtory and experience afibrd such mmi- 
berless proofe. In thy worics of creation, we read 
thy name, the Lord God Almighty ; in tiie dis- 
pensations of thy providence, we acknowledge 
Thee as the only wise God ; hut in the gospel of 
thy grace, we behold Thee as the Ckxl otkyve ; 
and so loving the world, as to give thine only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever oelieveth on Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. In 
Him Thou hast provided for oiir deliyerance, 
from all the effects of sin ; for the justification of 
our persons, the sanctification of our natures, and 
our perseverance in the path of life, till we receive 
the end of our faith, the salvation of our souls. 

We bless Thee, that, exposed as we are to the 
terrors of thy law, which we have so often trans- 
gressed, here we have a refuge from the storm ; 
and learn, that there is no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus. We bless Thee, that 
while we are compelled to exclaim, Uncleaii» un- 
clean, here is an open fountain, the efficacy of 
which, cleanseth from all sin. We bless Thee, 
that while in us dwelletb no good thing^i there is a 
fulness accessible to all, and incapable of reduction, 
from which we can receive, and grace for grace. 

O Lord, we ask not for worldly riches or hon- 
ours, but pray, that we may be blessed with all 
spiritual blessings, in heavenly places in Christ. 
We envy not those whom the multitude admire ; 
they will be cut down as the grass, and wither as 
the green herbs ; but remember us, O Lord, with 
the favour Thou bearest unto thy people: look 
Thou upon us, and be merciful to us, as Thou 
usest to do unto those that fear tby name. They 
are happy — ^now : and are inviting and encou- 
raging us, to taste and see, that the Lord is good. 
May a vita! union be immed\ale\y e«\.^\ASsk^ be- 
tfveen Him and us — He the\\ead,axvdNq^)atifcm«\^- 
/ier§— //e the vine, and we t\\e braivcV^s— n^ W^ 
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fhepberd. and we the sheep of his pasture-n>He 
. the chief comer stone, and we 4ilso as lively 
stones, built up a spiritual house, an habitation of 
God throu^ the Spirits 

Let us not walk as other Gentiles, in the vanity 
of our minds, and having our understandings 
darkened ; but may we estimate things accoMing 
to the testimony of thy word, and feel a persua- 
sion, that to obtain salvation by our Lora Jesus 
Christ, is a concern^ in comparison with whidh, 
every other interest is a shadow, and a dream. 

And, O Lord, save us from presumption. Keep 
us from suspending our attention to the things of 
eternity, and on a more convenient season, or any 
future period, which may never arrive.; but re- 
flecting upon the shortness and uncertainty of life, 
and knowing how frail we are, may we seek the 
Lord while He may be found, and call upon Him 
while He is near. May we immediately beg^in to 
live the life of the righteous, that we may die the 
death of the righteous, and that our last end may 
be like his. 

And O, save us from the delusion of those who 
go far, but not far enough, in religion ; who are 
convinced, but not converted ; who have another 
heart, but not a new one ; and who, with all their 
light, and zeal, and confidence, have not the spirit 
of Christ, and therefore are none of his. May we 
judge of our Christianity, tiot only by our depen- 
dence upon Christ, but our love to Christ, andoup 
conformity to Christ : and know that He dwelleth 
in us, and we in Him, because He hath given us 
of his spirit. 

May our religion not only be real, but progres- 
sive ; may we not only hold on our way, out wax 
stronger and stronger. May we live, and may we 
walk, in the spirit. May we profit by every cor- 
rection, and be injured by tvo \\\4>\V^'K^5:fc. 

Accept of our person^ vcv^ wivs^svsv^b^ -^^psw- 
led^ments, that Thow \\^^X \^^.ev\ cvvw ^^^-^vx^^^^ 
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the night watches ; and that we are not only Uyiag 
to praise Thee this morning, but have all thii^ 
richly to enjoy. 

Bless the word which we have been readii^. 
Let not the cares of this life, or the deceitful- 
ness of sin, render it unfruitful. May thy word 
abide in us, and operate. May it attend us in all 
the businesses of the day, that we may not sin 
against Thee ; and that whether we eat or drink, 
or, whatever we do, we may do all to the glory of 
God- 
To whom be glonr in the church, by Christ 
Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end. 
Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

O Thou, that inhabitest eternity, and with 
whom a thousand years are as one day. If we 
were angels, we should veil our faces as we ab- 

E roach Thee, and exclaim, holjr, holy, holy, is the 
ord of Hfdts, the whole earth is full of His glory. 
With what emotions then should we enter thy pre- 
sence, who are but sinful dust and ashes. Uive 
us grace, whereby we may serve Thee acceptably, 
witn reverence and godly fear. 

May we always combine thy majesty with thy 
mercy, that we may not trifle oefore Thee, or in- 
cur the reproach of the hjrpocrite, and the formal- 
ist, who draw nigh unto Thee with their mouth, 
and honour Thee with their lips, while their heart 
is far from Thee. And may we always connect 
thy goodness with thy greatness, that we may 
draw near in full assurance of faith. May our 
Gonscij^ces, at this moment, believe that Tfalou art 
good, and ready to foigive, and plenteous in mer • 
cy to all tb^t call upon Thee. 
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And do Thou have mercy upon us, O God, ac- 
cording to thy loving kindness, according to the 
multitude of tny tender mercies. Thou art under 
no obligation to save us ; we lie, as guilty, at thy 
sovereign disposal. Thou hast a right to exercise 
thy mercy in thy own way ; and Thou hast sent thy 
own Son into tHe world, not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him^ might be savedi 
I'hou hast made Him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him. We bow O, God, to thine appointment; 
and gratefully comply with thy command, for this 
is thy commandment, that we believe on the name 
of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. We would flee 
to no other refuge ; we would wash in no other 
fountain ; we would build on no other foundation ; 
we would receive from no other fulness. 

May the life that we henceforth shall live in the 
flesh, be by the faith of Him, who loved us, and 
^ave Himself for us. In His name may we rejoice 
all the day, and in His righteousness be exalted. 

May we feel a growinig conformity to the iibage 
of thy Son, and like Him learn obedienc^ by tne 
things we sufier. May the law of the spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus, make us free from the law of sin 
and death. 

In all our dealings with all our fellow-creatures, 
may we do justly ; in all cases requiring relief and ' 
compassion, may we show that we love mercy : 
and with regard to all the dispensations of thy 
providence and grace, may wc walk humbly witu 
our God. 

May we be stroi^, and of good courage, to fol- 
low our convictions, regardless of the opinions of 
others ; and to obey God, rather than man. Hav- 
ing obtained the knowledge of thy will, from thy 
word, may we go forth and be steadfast, unmove- 
able, always abounding in ll«i y«Q^ <i^ *^^"\jst^. 
And lei us not be 8\oMu\,^wV ^0\qw«v& ^\'^^s».^ 
who through faith and p2L\Afe\\cfe\x^Bfc^\^-^^'^^^^ 
miies. 
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O, bow ^at is the goodness, which id thy pro- 
mises and in thy kingdom, Thoa hast laid up for 
them that fear Thee! Number us with them ; and 
enable us to say. Thou hast given me the heritage 
of them that tear thy name. This' assurance O, 
God, we want, to animate us in duty ; to support 
us in our trials—for they are many ; and to raise 
, us above the fear of death and the dread of eter- 
nity. For we know that we are not to live here 
always, nor to live here long. Dangers surround 
us ; within us are sown the seeds of disease ; our 
breath is in our nostrils ; and there is but a step 
between us and the grave. How soon is another 
day gone ! and how solemnly does it remind us, 
That all our days are as a shadow ! Great God, so 
teach us to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom. Amidst all the uncer- 
tainties of time, may we know in ourselves, that in 
heaven we have a better and an enduring sub- 
stance : when the earthly house of this tabeniacle 
is dissolving, may we see prepared to receive us, 
a building of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. 

We feel our weakness, and our wants. We de- 
pend on all the elements for our subsistence, and 
there is no creature, but can be our help or our 
hurt. We need day by day, our supplies of food. 
We labour for a few hours, and we feel ourselves 
exhausted. We would not say to Him, that made 
us, why hast Thou made me thus ; but bless Thee 
for the promise we jiave, that when we lie down,- 
Thou wilt make us dwell in safety ; and for a 
state, where we shall feel no languor, need no rest ; 
where there shall be no night ; and they need no 
candle, neither light of the sun ; for the Lord God 
giveth them light, and they shall reign for ever 
and ever. We ask it in tae name, and for .the 
sake of OUT adorable Redeemer. Amen. 
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THURSDAY MORNING. 

O Thou, who wast, and art, and art to come» 
the Almiffhtj. Thou art the Creator of all the 
ends of the earth. Thou art our Maker, and not 
only the framer of our bodies, but the former oi 
our souls. May we remember that Thou madest 
us upright, but that we have sought out many in- 
ventions. Let us not foiiget what we now are — 
what we deserve — and what we want. 

Nor let us be ignorant of the provisions, of thy 
mercy and grace ; nor of Him, in whpm it hath 
pleased Thee, that all fuhiess should dwell. In 
all our outward troubles, and in all our spiritual 
distress, He is the hope and the consolation of Is- 
rael. May we receive the record, that Thou hast 
given to us eternal life, and that this life is in thy 
Son. To Him may we always look for relief, and 
to Him only ; persuaded that there is none other 
name given Under heaven and among men, where- 
by we must be saved* May we be equally con- 
vinced of the guilt and the pollution of sin ; maj we 
alike feel our need of the Prince and the Saviour , 
and imolore of Him repentance, as well as foigive- 
ness. May we love holiness, and be pure in heart. 
O, that our feet were directed to keep thy statutes. 
O, that we had the same mind in us, which was 
also in Christ Jesus ; and were enabled to tread in 
His steps, who has gone before us in eveiy path of 
duty and trial. 

As long as we are in the world, keep us from the 
evil ; and may we be always alive and awake to 
discha^e every obligation, resulting from our con- 
dition in life, and the particular events of thy pro- 
vidence. 

We would not be at our owh disposal ; but re- 
joke to think, we are under the c^x«; ell. ts«t.^^^)ft^ 
IB too mat to err, anA too\dtvdL \<5 vKjotfe* rxtil«t 
«Fcf jigDonmt of Uie fatwwi'w^ vSi >3paa5^ «fifiw\fst 
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be afraid ; and begin even in this vale of tears, the 
sone we lK>pe for ever ta singf ; Marvellous are thy 
ivoKS, Lord God Almighty', just and true are all 
tfayways, O Thou King of saints. 

Thou hast been pleased again to renew our time, 
and our strength, and our comforts ; help us to re- 
new our purposes and resolutions, to obey and 
serve Thee. In all our ways, may we this day ac- 
knowledge Thee, and do Thou direct our paths. 
Let thy presence go with us, and thy free spirit 
uphold us. 

May we prove a stumblii^ block to none, by 
our temper or conduct ; but recommend and en- 
dear ttie religion we profess to all around us. May 
we decline no opportunity of usefulness, that our 
circumstances may present ; may we not withhold 
sood, from him to whom it is due, when it is in 
ue power of our hand to do it. May we dread 
the sentence, Whoso stoppeth "his ears at the cry 
of the poor, he also shall cry himself, and not be 
hea^. May we therefore be merciful ; ready to 
communicate ; feeling the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, when rich, for our sakes became poor, 
that we through his poverty, might be rich. 

Let those who are advanced in years, be anxious 
to brinff forth fruit in old age. Let those who 
are in the midst of life, abide with God in their 
callii^; and while they are not slothful in busi- 
ness, may they be fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lnrd. And O, preserve the young from the snares 
and temptations of youth. May they be sober- 
minded. If sinners entice them, let them not con- 
sent. With the infidel, and the vicious, and the 
despiser of the sabbath, may they not go, lest 
they learn of their ways, and get a snare to their 
souls. Let them say, I am a companion of all 
thtm that fear Thee ; and choose that good part, 
wUcb shall not be taken away from them« 
* Bless us a« a nation, \t\ «\ \teife ^^5«A«os2®a^ 
^Od interests oi llie couutrv \ \t\ %\\\tak w^^v^^- 
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crd institutions : let glory dwell in our land, and 
upon all the gloiy, may there be a defence. 

We rejoice that Thou wilt have all men to be 
saved, and come to the knowledg^e of the truth ; 
and that Jesus Christ gave himself a ransotn for 
all, to be testified in due time. 

Call in the Jews with the fulness of the Gentiles. 
Say to the north, give up, and to the south, keep 
not back ; bring my sons from far, and my daugh- 
ters from the ends of the earth. Bless all those 
who by their exertions and sacrifices, are proving 
the sincerity of their prayers for the spread of 
the Redeemer's cause ; and let many run to and 
fro, and knowledge be increased, till all shall know 
Thee, from the least even to the greatest. 
Our Father, &c. ^tnen. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

Give ear to our words, O Lord ; consider our 
meditation; ahd enable us to approach Thee, 
with becoming conceptions of thy nature, relations, 
and desi^. 

Thou mhabitest eternity : but our age is nothing 
before Thee. Thou dwellest in the heaven of 
heavens, and this cannot contain Thee ; but we 
dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the 
dust. Thy power is Almighty, but we are crush- 
ed before the moth. Thy understanding is infinite, 
but we know nodiing, as we oi^ht to know. Thou 
art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not 
look upon iniquity : but we are vile — ^What shall 
we answer Thee ? We cannot answer Thee for 
one of a thousand of our iniquities. And had w6 
Ustened to the language of our euilty consciences 
alone, we could not have etiteted th'j ^^^'(^^'^gtK;^ 
seoce. 
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But Thou bast called us to thy footstoo] ; Tliou 
hast shown us a new and living way into the holiest, 
by the blood of Jesus ; and we have boldness, 
and access with confidence, b^ the faith of 
Him. We, therefore, draw nigh, in full assurance 
of faith ; believing that we are as welcome as ive 
are unworthy ; aiKl that the blessings we are come 
to implore, are as free, as they are great and num- 
berless. O, receive us graciously. Be merciful 
to our unrighteousness. Adopt us into the house- 
bold of faim ; and say to our souls, I am thy sal- 
vation. 

We have often feared that we have no part nor 
lot in the matter ; and that our heart is not right 
in the sight of God. We have often questioned 
whether we know ahy thing of the new creature ; 
whether we have ever excercised repentance to- 
wards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And what, if after all our advantages, we 
should perish ; and after all our profession, have a 
name only that we live, while we are dead. O 
Lord, decide the doubtful point ; 'and bear witness 
with our spirits that we are the children of God. 

We would not deceive ourselves in a business of 
everlasting moment : but if we are in a state of 
grace, enable us to know it, for our owo comfort 
and the gloiy of thy great name. 

And, O Lord, we pray that we may grow in 
grace. If we have the reality of religion, how far 
are our works from being found perfect before 
God. Strengthen in us the things that remain, 
that be ready to die ; and^ help us to reach after 
the higher attainments and privileges of the divine 
life, and not always live at this poor dying rate. 
May we be followers of God as dear childreo, and 
feel it the joy of our lives, to be holy, as Th(Hi art 
holy ; and merciful, as Thou art merciful.' Mair 
thine eye be more to us, than the inspectioii-of all 
/ellofT-creatures ; and thy a.^igito\>^l\Q!(v^b«& dealer v 
tflan the applause of a lnowsa»^yfox\^^. 
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May no grace of the spirit be wanting in us ; 
may no duty of our calling be neglected, or care- 
lessly performed. May our faith, be a strong 
faith ; our hope, a lively hope ; our charity, a fer- 
vent charity ; our conversation, a- conversation be- 
coming the gospel of Christ. May we stand com- 
plete in all me will of God ; and may our light so 
shine before men, that they may see our good 
works, and glorify our Father, who is in heaven. 

May we long to serve our generation according 
to thy will : mav wisdom select and rebate our 
means ; and a blameless and lovely consistency of 
character, give wei^t to our endeavours. And 
may all our works begin, continue, and end in 
Tbiee. On Thee may we depend for light to 
know, and disposition to choose, and strength to 
perform, and submission to suffer, and patience to 
wait. . 

And when we have done all, may we acknowl- 
edge that we are unprofitable servants, and confess 
that we deserve condemnation for the defects of 
our obedience, rather than a reward for its excel- 
lency. And looking off from our duties, as well as 
our sins, to find a foundation forour hope, may we 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in 
tte flesh. And may our persons and services, be 
accepted in the Beloved — To whom be glory and 
dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

We would lift up our hearts, with our hands, un- 
to Grod in the heavens. Behold, before Thee, a 
company of hiMj indulged, but sinful beings : for 
if we say, we oave no sm, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. None of our Ce.Un?K- 
cieatures know half so rcnic\i ol o\\\ ^^^tvs^ > 

9Sweouis^ves know; and ouT\LT«wq\fc^^*^">^" 

-oorance, compared with Iby ws^oxa. 
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Thou readest the heart. Thou viewest actions 
in their principles and motives. Thou seest more 
defilemeYit in our duties, than we-erer saw ih any 
of our sins, in thy sight the heavens are not clean : 
and Thou chargest thine angels with foUy. ' And it 
we hat^ ourselves, and are ready to flee from our- 
selves, because of our abominations, how wonder- 
ful is it that Thou dost not abhor us, and swear in 
thy wrath, that we shall not enter into thy rest. 

But be astonished, O heavens, and wonder. O 
earth ! instead of such a deserved exclusion, Tnou 
hast even devised means, that they who are ban- 
ished be not finally expelled from Thee ; means 
the most astonishing and glorious, and which the 
angels desire to look into. For Thou hast so 
loved the world, as to give thine only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on Him, should not 
perish, but have everlastii^ life. In Him mercy 
and truth meet together; righteousness and peace 
Mm each other ; and tby honour is not only se- 
cured, but prominently displa^^ed, even in our es- 
cape m>m thine own thfeatenii^. In Him the 
enslaved can find redemption ; the guWty pardon ; 
the uiAoiy renovation. In Him is everlasting 
strength for the weak, and unsearchable riches for 
^e needy ; in Him we find all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowle(%e for the ignorant — in Him 
all fulness dwells. 

^ We bless Thee for the provision, which thy in- 
finite goodness has made tor our everlasting wel- 
fare ; and for the gospel of our salvation, which 
makes it known ; and which not only reveals it to 
our view, but proposes it to our hope, and presses 
it upon our acceptance. 

O Lord, at thy gracious call, we hear ; we look ; 

• we come ; we apply ; we receive. We not only 

subout to the scheme of mercy, but we acquiesce 

in it: we glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Cluriat; we joy in God \hTo>i^ oat \jksA J^>s& 

Qinst, by wiiom we have tvow tecew^^Qtsfc ^qs^r- 
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ment. We bless Thee, that in this grace we 
stand : Thou hast rendered the blessings as secure 
as they are glorious ; and we are persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principal- 
ities, nor powers, nor things present,' nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
(lod, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Yea, for ever blessed be thy name, Thou hast 
not only provided for our safety, but our prosperi- 
ty. Thou hast not only promised that the righteous 
shall hold on their way, but wax stronger and 
stronger. Thou dost not despise the day of small 
things ; but Thou givest more grace ; and hast 
commanded us to ask and .receive, that our joy 
may be full. 

And now, O Lord, what shall we render for all 
Ihy benefits towards us ? We can never discbarge 
the obligations we are under — ^but we pray that 
we may oe sensible of them ; and though we can 
make no adequate returns, may we make suitable 
ones : and ever ask from the heart, as well as with 
the lip, Lord what wilt Thou have me to do ? 

And may we show forth thy praise. May we 
speak well of thy name. May we be concerned 
to brii^ others to love and serve Thee : and to 
share with us, in all the good which Tnou hast 
spoken concerning Israel. 

O, let our chiloren be thy children ; our friends 
thy friends ; our servants thy servants. 

May our neighbours, and our enemies too, be 
visited with thy salvation. 

Dwell in our families. Let thy goings be seen 
in our sanctuaries. Let the people praise Thee, 
O God, yea let all the people praise Thee. Let 
the whole earth be filled with thy glory. 

Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in 

strength, that do N(is commandments^ heark&isiix^ 

unto the voice of His word. B\e^ ^^ ^^\JRft^^^ 

ye His hosts, ye miuisleTs ot Has Vri^V ^q>?^v5» v-'^^ 

15* 
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8uie. Bless the Lord all His woik^,iii all places 
of His dominion. Bless the Lord, O my soul 
Amen and Amen. 



, FRIDAY EVENING. 

Again, O Lord of all, we desire to bow in thy 
presence. May we approach Thee with all the 
encouragements that can be derived fh)m thy char- 
acter, as the God of love. We are not left to feel 
after Thee in the darkness of nature ; or to wor- 
ship Thee as the unknown God. We cannot find 
Thee out unto perfection ; but we know that Thou 
art good and ready to forgive, and plenteous in 
mercy unto all them that call upon Thee. 

For Thou hast given us thy word, which Thou 
hast magnified above all thy name : and Thou hast 
favoured us with the gospel, so that on us who 
were sitting in darkness, and the shadow of death, 
has risen a great light, the light of life. 

But we acknowledge, how ungratefully we have 
received the benefit, and how little we have im- 
proved our privileges, to the purposes for which 
they have been given. We have made light of 
these things, though angels desire to look into 
them ; we have neglected the great salvation : we 
have turned away from Him tnat speaketh from 
heaven. And all that Thou hast kindly employ- 
ed, to enforce the messages of thy word, we nave 
disregarded : for we have contemned the exam- 
ples of the good, the admonitions of friendship, 
the reproaches of conscience, the rebukes of thy 
providence, and the strivii^ of thy Holy Spirit ; 
and well do we deserve, that the kii^om of^God 
should be taken away from us. O, let us not ccm- 
fess our sins without feeling and lamentii^ them ; 
but with a broken heart and a toxjtante sOTi&.^jr^ 

spair. 
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And under a deep impression of 'our guilt, may 
we seek, alone, from Him who is the hope and the 
consolation of Israel. .Viewing Him as dying for 
the ungodly, may we believe in His name May 
we know tnat He bore our sins in His body on 
the tree, and that by His stripes we are healed. 
And may we find in Him, not only righteousnes.«; 
but strength. May He impart to us, not only for- 
giveness of sins, but repentance unto life. May 
we never separate in our regards what He has 
joined together in the Scriptures ; or suppose that 
we are justified by His blood, unless we are sanc- 
tified by His Spirit. 

We believe we can never be happy in sin, and 
we do not desire it : Lord, deliver us from it, and 
lead us in the way everlasting. Make us holy like 
thyself, that we may be made happv in thyself. 
We are naturally disqualified for all communion 
widi a holy God ; work in us to will and to do of 
thy good pleasure ; produce in us those principles 
and dispositions, which will attach us to thyself as 
our exceeding joy ; and enable us to say, whom 
have I in heaven out Thee, and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside Thee. 

Under all our i^orance, weakness, fears, and 
depressions, may thy Spirit help our infirmities, 
with supplies of wisdom, strength, and comfort. 

May we faithfully study our character, and be 
always willing to come to the light, that if evil, 
our deeds may be reproved. May we peculiarly 
observe ourselyes, under the operation of those 
events which are designed to tiy us ; that we may 
judge of the realihr and degree of our grace. May 
we often review life, and see how we have at any 
time been ensnared, or overcome, that we may, in 
future, become more wise and circumspect. And 
while we watch, may we also pray, lest we enter 
into temptation. May we ne^^i \.tw?\.Vici^\« ^s^^ra. 
hearts, or depend upon ax\y p^?X ei^v^Tv^v^^.^ ««^ 
preseat resolution ; but be ?,tTov\?i Vci ^^ ^cw» "^^^ 
/s //I Christ Jesus. 
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Thus far Thou hast helped us. Hitherto our 
enemies have not triumphed over us. And though 
vre have seen many decline .from their profession 
we hope, if Thou wert to ask, Will ye also go 
away f We should be able to say, with more con- 
viction and affection than ever, Lord, to whom 
should we go but unto Thee, Thou hast the words 
of eternal life. Thou hast been with us in trouble ; 
and many a shadow of death hast Thou turned Into 
the morning. We can now discern thy wisdom 
and kindness, in disnensations, which once per-^ 
plexed and dismayed us : and what we know not* 
now, we shall know hereafter. 

Never leave us nor forsake us ; but support and 
lead us through all these dark and sorrowful re- 
gions : and enable us with confidence to hail the 
hour, when our sun shall no more go down, nor 
our moon withdraw herself ; for God shall be our 
everlasting li^t, and the days of our mourning 
shall be ended. 

We implore it through the intercession of Him 
who gave himself for our sins, that he might de- 
liver us' from this present ^vil world, accoraii^ to 
the will of God and our Father ; to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING 

Let not the Lord be angry, while we, who are 
but dust and ashes, take upon us to speak unto the 
living God. Pardon our un worthiness ; help our 
infirmities ; and hearken unto the voice of our ciy , 
our King and our God, for unto Thee will we pray. 
Thou art good to all ; and we have laigely 
shared with thy creatures, the bounties of thy pro- 
vidence: but O, remember us with the favour 
Thou bearest unto thy pttopV^. . "W^ VA^% Thee 

i5>r characterizing; them ; and \«fft \i\fe?s 'TV^ ^^\. 

Thou hast placoi\ the d\^t\nrV\ox\ \u i\v> V\^^ ^axv^ 
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discouiaeiog attainmentQ : . for Tbou takest idea- 
sure in tEem that/ear Thee ; in tliem that h^ in 
thy mercy. May these dispositions be found in 
each of us. May we dread thine anger, revere thy 

gerfections, stand in awe of thy majesty, and trem 
le at thy word. And hide not thy mercy from 
us : enable us to trust in it, and to plead it ; and, 
with a broken heart and a contrite i^pirit, may we 
earnestly ciy , (rod be merciful to me a sinner. In 
how many wa^rs do we need the exercise of it ; but 
Thou art rich in mercy ; and abundant in mercy ; 
and delightest in mercy. 

We are all so many proo& of it : because thy 
compassions fail not — ^we are not consumed. Our 
forfeited lives have not only been continued, but 
crowned with thy goodness. Thou hast provided 
for our souls as well as for our bodies : and we 
hear a thousand voices inviting us to the least, and 
sayipg. Come, for all things are now ready. Tbuiks 
be unto God, for his unspeakable gift : we bless 
Thee for a Saviour, who died for our sins, and rose 
aeain for our justification, and is now ascended &r 
aEove all heavens that He might fill all thipgs. 

May we be made the partakers of Chrbt, and 
not only of his righteousness — but'of his spirit : that 
we may be — ^not only pardoned but renewed ; and 
not only have a title to heaven, but a meetn^ for 
it. No longer alienated from the life of God, may 
our meditations of Thee be sweet, and may we 
draw near to Thee as to our exceeding joy. May 
we confide in thy promises, and rely on thy con- 
stant protection and care. May we be devoted to 
thy service, and find it perfect freedom. May we 
love obedience ; may thy law be within our heart. 

May thy cause be dear to our souls. We pra^ 
that thy word may have bee oourse and be glon- 
fied. Let th^ church not only be multiplied in 
number, but mcreased in knowledge > and «&a&K^ic^^ 
and peace, and concoTd, asvdL yw v ««> ^^^^^??^v 
be a piaise in the wboYe ew^i. V*X ^^^^v^ 
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of the sun be seveo-fold, as the li^fat of sey\en days. 
For brass, bring gold ; and for iron, silver ; and 
wood) brass ; and tor stones, iron. 

Thou dost not stand in need of us : but in thy 
condescension and wisdom, Thou art pleased to 
make use of means ; and we desire the honour and 
happiness of beii^ instruments^ in thv hand. Lord, 
what wilt Thou haye us to do ? We would value 
every day horded us, jas a new period of useful- 
ness. May we be anxious to accomplish all we 
can, to alleviate human wo, and to advance the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of all around us. 

And' may we be not only zealous, but persever- 
ing. May we never be discouraged. May we 
never grow weaiy in well-doing. 

Whue many go back after following the Saviour, 
may we cleave to Him with purpose of heart ; ana 
at fast, bear Him say. Ye are they who have con- 
tinued with me in my temptation, and I appoint 
unto you a kii^dom, as my Father also hath ap- 
pointed unto me. 

We would not foiget the afflicted. Hear the 
sighing of the needy : cause the widow's heart to 
sing for joy ; and in Thee may the fatherless find 
mercy. Remove indisposition and disease from 
those who are exercised thereby ; or assure them 
of that world where the inhabjUnt no more says, 
I am ^ick. 

^Be with us all through the changing scenes of 
life, and at the hour of dissolution ; when heart 
and flesh fail — and fail they soon will — ^be Thou the 
strength of our heart, and our portion for ever. If 
death should be sudden, let it not find us unpre- 

fiared ; if it should be awful in the apprehension, 
et it be safe in the result ; and if we cannot de 
part in triumph, may we expire in humble hope 
faying with numbers before us, 

Od thy kind arm \ f a\\ \ 
Be thou my ttr^nglb and n{s)\l«ovnaft«%, 
Jly Jetm taZ. mj a\\. 



Ftf'TH WEEK. 191 

And through eternal ajE^es, may it be our prin 
lege to unite with those, who are singing, Unto Him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God, and to his Father, be glory and dominion, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

LORD God of Hosts ; Thou hast established 
thy throne in the heavens, and thy kingdom ruleth 
over all. It is a source of joy to our minds, and of 
encouragement to our hopes, that the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth. Id thy greatness, we see 
thy all-sufficiency to iaccompHsh all that Thou bast 
promised ; to confer upon us all we need : and to 
do for us exceeding abundantly, above all we can 
ask or think. 

It is, therefore, good for us to draw near to Thee ; 
and'it is our mercy to know, that we can approach 
Thee with confidence of acceptance and success, 
founded not on any worthiness or works of our own, 
but on thy own grace, in the appointment of Jt 
Mediator, who has put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself, and opened a new and livii^ way, into 
the holiest of all, by his own blood. 

We have no other name to plead ; and we need 
no other. Behold, O God, our shield, and look 
upon the face of thine Anointed : and for his sake 
wiio groaned in the garden and died upon the cross 
and now appears in thy presence for us, pardon our 
iniquity for it is great ; cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness ; deliver us from the power of dark- 
ness ; and translate us into the kii^dom of thy 
dear Son. 

May we no longer be strangers wvd fcro^afisa.^ 
but fellow-citizens w\t\i- \h^ «aAXiX&> «!i^ ^ '^^^Sv 
household of God : and \jec3iW!i«i ^«^ «e ^^^•.'^sw^ 
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fortb the spirit of thy Son into our hearts, ^ing 
Abba, Fatner. May our intercourse with lliee, 
be free and delightful, and constant ; and not on 
peculiar occasions only, but in eveiy thing, by 
prayer and supplication, with thankseiTing, may 
we make known our requests unto Thee. May 
we live in thy presence. 

May we walk with Grod — and walk humbly with 
God ; sensible of our deficiencies and desert : ad- 
miring thy condescension and patience ; and bow- 
ing to all thy dispensations, without murmurii^ or 

repining. 

May we walk circuoagpectly, not as fools, but 
as wise, redeeming the time. May we be ieit^is > 
in the oischaige of ali those duties, the perform- 
ance of which; depends on a season so fleeting and 
precarious. May we consider one another, and . 
provoke one another to love and to good works ; 
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is; but exhortii^ one 
anodier, and so much the more — ^as we see the 
day approaching. 

Enable us to realize the universality and per- 
fection of thy agenc;^, in all our affairs ; and since 
sdl thy ways are oaercy and tiuth, may we learn 
in whatsoever state we are, therewith to be con- 
tent ; yea in eveiy thiqe may we give thanks. 

May we not only submit to our trials, but be 
grateiul for them. They are designed for our 

?rofit, that we may be partakers otthy holiness, 
^hey evince a care of which we are unworthy, and 
which we have never properly repaid. Lord, 
what is man, that Thou sbouldst magnify him ?' 
that Thou sbouldst set thy heart upon him ? that 
Thou sbouldst visit hhn eveiy morning, and chastec 
him eveiy moment ? So impatient, and wayward, 
and foolish, have we been under thy hand, that we 
have forfeited all claim to \he tod^and dfiserve to 
be stricken no more. It woxAd \)e ^xb^. Va1>Q^ Va 
say, Tbey are foined to idobM \\icox«\oofc. ^>i^^^ 
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O Lord, abandon us not to ourselves ; treat us not 
with neg^Iect. Employ whatever means are ne- 
cessary to save and sanctify our souls. Tiy us as 
Thou pleasest ; only, while we are chastened 
of the Lord, let us not be condemned with the 
widked; ^ 

Humble us under a review of our depravity, 
through another da]r, and another week, which is 
now hastening to join the days and weeks before ^ * 
the flood. Who can understand his errors? In 
Kiany things we all offend. Hide thy face from 
our sins. Heal our backslidii^, and receive us 
graciously. 

.^Qn the coming day, let thy good Spirit lead us 
to thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacle. May we 
go unto the altar of God as to our exceeding io;^, 
and taste the blessedness of those that dwell in 
thy house, and are still praising Thee. Teach us 
to value properly, the means of grace, and be con- 
cerned to derive from them, the benefit they are 
designed to afford. May we remember our ac- 
countaoleness fdr them. May we remember, that 
they never leave us as they find us ; but always 
prove the savour of life unto life, or of death unto 
death. 

Let not our attendance add to our sin and con- 
demnation. Let us not sing without devotion, 
pray without desire, and hear in vain; but be 
found in the number of those, who know the joy- 
ful sound, and walk in the fear of the Lord, and in 
the comforts of the Holy Ghost. 

And may those who will not be able to hear the ^ 
word, hear the rod, and hear it saying. As many 
as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Let meditation, 
and reading;, and pious conversation, and above all, 
thy speciafpresence, be -subelitiites for public or- 
dinances. Thus send portions to those for whom 
nothii^ is prepared, and let them that taxr^ ^^ 
home, divide the spoil. AxA Wn^ xckKs^ xs^rasv 
all men, as we implore i\ tVitow^ ^^ \sjft,^^^as»^ 

'16 
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of the ever blessed Redeemer, in whose, words we 
address Thee-^ur Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed he thy name, thy king;dom come, thy 
will he done on earth, as it is in hea?en, give us 
this day our dail^ bread, and foigive us our tres- 
passes as we forgive those that trespass against us. 
and lead us not into temptation, out deliver us 
from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power and 
the glory, for ever. Amen. 



FORMS OF PRAYER, ^-c 



CHRISTMAS DAY. 

MORNING. 

O God, Thou art worthy of universal and ever- 
lasting adoration. Thy nature is incomorehensi- 
ble ; thy perfections are infinite : and thy ways 
are past nnding out. Thou art the Creator and 
upholder of all things. And all thy works praise 
Thee, O Lord, and thy saints bless Thee. All 
our lives have been full of thy undeserved good- 
ness. 

But we are called this morning, to behold the 
exceeding riches of thy grace, in Uiy kindness to- 
wards us, by Christ Jesus. Herein is love ; not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

May we contemplate this matchless event, with 
all those views and affections which its importance 
demands. May those who observe the day, ob- 
serve it unto tne Lord. May our festivity, be- 
coming the occasion, be harmless and holy. Let 
us not disgrace the season, by reviving those 
works of \& devil, which the Son of God was ma- 
nifested to destroy, nor rest satbfied with the mere 
remembrance of nis advent, as founded in truth, 
and attended with wonders ; but inquire, for what 
end He was born, and for what cause He came 
into the worid. And since vie m^ VTiSsswafc^^*^^^ 
He came to seek and to safe letk^V^XMsv;;^^'^. 
andsiiffered, the just fox \Vie \k\^\i&\,N5m^^^^^*6^^ 
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bring us unto God ; may we deem the report no 
only a faithful saying, but worthy of all accepta- 
tion : and may it he in us as a well d water, 
springing up into everlasting life. 

May none of us disregard Him, from ipx>rance, 
worldly-mindedness, presumption, . self-nghteous- 
ness, or despondencjr. As our Prophet, may we 
repair to his feet for instruction. May we look to 
his sacrifice, and find relief for our burdened con- 
sciences. May we acknowledge his authority, 
and obey his commands. In all our approaches 
to Thee, may we make mention of his righteous- 
ness only, and in his strength, go forth into all the 
duties and trials of life. 

May we never feel miserable, even in a vale ot 
tears, while we think of the consolation of Israel 
hut rejoice in Him, with joy unspeakable and full 



of glory. 
Keflectii 



reflecting upon his grace in becomii^ poor, 
that we through his pover^ might be rich ; may 
all selfishness, and uncharitableness, be extirpated 
from our hearts ; may we love one another, as he 
has loved us ; and may we delight to go about 
doing good. 

May no coldness, no indifference, ever approach 
our spirits, whenever we are engaged in serving a 
master who has all the claims of a benefactor ; yea, 
who died for us, and rose again. 

To Him may we consecrate all our faculties and 
possessions ; and, on our time and our substance; 
our souls and our bodies, may there be inscribed 
holiness unto the Lord. May we grieve to hear 
his name blasphemed, and weep to see his laws 
transgressed. 

May his cause lie near our hearts ; and may w€ 

long for ibe time, when He ^all be known and 

adored, finom the rising of the sun to Hie goiog 

down of the same ;, when to Hioi shall eyeryknee 

bow, aad every tongue co«£fts&.\ wA ^^^>^- 

<fiqrs of great joy riiaW be ^o |^^,V«J?^VlS^^'' 
i/vu is horn a Saviour. wh\cVi\ft CYirnVK^^V^steL. 



Through his mediation we address Thee ; and in 
his words we conclude our imperfect supplications. 
Our Father, &c. 



CHRISTMAS DAY. 

EVENING. 

Thovgb Thou art exalted above alt blessing 
aixl praise ; yet, O God, we love to explore thy 
ways, to admire thy works, and to adore thy per- 
fections. Thy unaerstandine is infinite, thy pow- 
er is Almighty, thy mercy endureth for ever. Thy 
goodness transcends all our conceptions, as far as 
the heavens are higher than the earth. 

We call on our souls, and each other, this eve- 
ning, to praise and magnify thy holy name. We 
bless Thee for our creation, and the degree we 
hold in the rank of being. We bless Thee for our 
preservation, aiki for all the supplies which have 
rendered life supportable ; and all the indulgences, 
which have rendered it comfortable. But above 
all, we thaidc Thee for thine unspeakable gift. For 
Thou bast surpassed all thy works, and crowned 
all thy benefits, by remcmDerii^ us in our low 
estate, and laying help on one that is mighty. 

Ana we have again heard the intelligence, that 
God so loved the world, that He gave his only 
begotten Son, that viiiosoever belie veth on Him, 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. Con- 
vince us of our need of this dispensation of oier- 
cy and mce ; and may we acquiesce in it, not 
with coldness of assent, but with gladness of heart. 
May we exdaha with the angels-^loiy to God in 
the highest, on earth peace, good wvll \Ks<^^is^ 
men ; and with Hie mu\t\tade q\ ^YafcV^*J^^^««N^=^^ 
Hosuma, blessed iaUelbalt coinfc^N»^^^Esfc\fiss»^^ 

/6eLord 

16* 
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Tboush the world knew Him Dot» and his own 
leceiired Him not, and He is still despised and re- 
jected of men : may we receive Hun as all our 
falfadon, and all our desire. 

Alay we rejoice to view Him, m a nature, which 
leads Him to call us brethren ; in which, as our 
example, H^ can go befiore us, in the duties of 
obedience and submission; in which, He can 
sympathize with us, in all our wo — and in which. 
He nas suffered for sins, thejust for the unjust, 
that He mis^ht brins^ us unto (lod. 

May we look to Him for all we want, and live a 
life of faith upon his fulness. In Him may we 
know that we have redemption through his brood ; 
that we have righteousness aiid strength ; that we 
have all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

Blay we connect with his work for us in the 
fltafa,^ work in us by the Spirit. While we are 
n^QODciled by his death, may we be saved by his 
lijfe; and remember that bis name is Jesus, be- 
cause he saves his people from their sins. 

And as He came not only that we might have 
life, but have it more abundantly, may our ezpec- 
tatk)n8 be large, and our desires importunate ; 
may He dwell in our hearts by faith, that we being 
locHed and pounded in love, may be able to com- 

Srebend with all saints, what is the height, and 
epth, and breadth, and length, and know the 
loye of Christ, whidh passeth Knowledge, and be 
fiHed with all the fuhiess of God. 

Once in the end of the world hath He appear- 
ed* to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself; 
and unto 'them that look for Him will He appear a 
second tune, without sin unto salvation. O, pre- 
pare us £br that solemn day. May we believe 
iQ Him as a Saviour, before we meet Him as a 
Judie : ^t lyhen the tribes of the earth shall 
isfstiTk^CSULm of Him, we may lift u^ our heads 
»r*ft J0ff kmwim that out tedemv^.voI^ tow^'^ 
i»/k* ; and say fnth the chuTcYi,\^\ vV\^ vfe ^v 



<sv« 
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God, we have waited for Him, He will save us : 
this is the Lord, we waited for Him we will re* 
joice and be glad in his salvation. 

Make thy ministers wise, and zealous, and suc- 
cessful, in the dispensation of thy wc^ ; and let 
signs and wonders be done, in the name df thy 
holy child Jesus. 

We are a sinful people, but Thou hast not dealt 
with us after our desert ; and Thou hast not left us 
without witness ; Thou hast, in the midst of us, a 
people for thy name ; and we pray* that our be- 
loved country, may be a growing part of the em- 
pire of the rrince of Peace. 

May the root of Jesse stand for an ensi^ to the 
people ; to it may the Gentiles seek ; and let bis 
rest be glorious. May he come down like rain 
upon the mown grass, as showers that water the 
earth. In his days may the righteous flourish, and 
abundance of peace, so lon^ as the moon en^ureth. 
Let all nations be blessed m Him ; all generations 
call Him blessed. 

/And blessed be his fflorious name for ever, and 
let the whole earth be nlled witl^bi^gloiy. Amen. 



LAST EVENING OF THE OLD YEAR. 

O God, Thou hast been our refuge and dwelling 
place in all generations ; before the mountains 
were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed 
the earth and the world, even from everlasting tu 
everlastit^, Thou art God And a thousand yeais 
in tby signt, are but as yesterday when it is past, 
and as a watch in the night, cut as for man, his 
days are as gra9s ; as a flower of the field so he 
flourisheth : for the wind passeth over it, and it is 
gone, and the place thereoCVaiwi^J^S^.^'^k^ssjKfc- 

We appear before TV»e. Vo f^osfc ^^ "^^^bl 
«ence, another of tV\e Te\o\\xWw& o\ '^xt x^^s3«»fe. 
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existence : eamestly praying, that the season may 
not jttss away, witnoiit suitable and serious re- 
flectioiis. O, let as not imagine*^ spite of Scrip- 
tme, and olraervation, and reason, and feeling, that 
we hare many of these periods left to notice ; but 
say with Job, when a few years are ^me, I shall 
go the way whence I shall not return. — ^It may be 
only a few months, or weeks, or days,— or hours, — 
for we know not at what hour toe Son of man 
Cometh. But we know that our life is a vapour, 
that appeaieth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away ; we know the frailly of our frame : and the 
numberiess diseases and disasters to which we are 
exposed — so teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

What numbers of our fellow-creatures, and many 
of them much more likely to have continued than 
their survivors, have, duru^ the past year, been 
carried down to their Iom" home — but we have been 

Preserved ; and are the living to praise Thee this 
ay. Blessed be the God of salvation, to whom 
belong the issues from death, that we are yet in 
the regions of hope, that we have yet an accepted 
time, and a day of salvation : and that our oppor- 
tunities of doing good, as well as of gaining ^ood, 
are still prolonged. Yet are they all diminished 
by another irreparable loss ; ana the reduced re- 
mainder, with eyeiy trembling uncertainty attached 
to it, calk upon us to say wim growing seriousness 
and zeal, I must work the works of Him that sent 
me while it is day, the night cometh, wherein no 
man can work. 

Thou hast commanded us to remember all the 
way, which thou hast led us in the wilderness. The 
scene of our journeying has indeed been a wilder* 
ness ; but the hand that has conducted us is divine ; 
and a thousand privileges, not derivable from our 
coDditibo, have been experienced m \t. 
nou bast conflicted us, bul \l \& ol HVi^lA^^ 
Aieiries we are not consumed. 
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We have had our afflictions, but how few have 
they been in numl)er ; bow short in continuance ; 
how alleviated in degree ; how merciful in design ; 
how instructive and useful in their results. 

With regard to our severest exercises, we are 
compelled to acknowledge, Thou hast not dealt 
with us after our sins, neither hast Thou rewarded 
us according to our iniquities. It is good for me 
that I have been afflicted. 

But O, what a series of bounties and blessings, 

E resent themselves to our minds, when we look 
ack upon the year throu&:h which we have pass- 
ed : and to what, but to thine unmerited goodness 
in the Son of thy love, are we indebted for all. 
Health, strength, food, raiment, residence, friends, 
relations, comfort, pleasure, hope, usefulness,—^! 
our benefits have dropped from thy eracious band : 
and there has not been a day, or an hour, or a mo- 
ment, but has published thy kindness ana thy care. 
Especially would we acknowledge thy gnodness, 
in continuing to us the means of grace. Whatever 
has been denied us, we have had the provisions of 
thy house. The toils and trials of the week, have 
been refreshed and relieved by the delkhts of the 
sabbath. Our eyes have seen our teachers. Our 
ears have heard the joyful sound of the gospel : 
and our hearts have otten said, Lord, it is gooa for 
us to be here. 

And O, that eveiy moment of the past year could, 
if ^ called upon — ^and it will be called upon, bear 
witness to our gratitude, love and obedience. O, 
that it was not in its power to convict us, of the 
most unworthy reouitals of thy goodness. To Thee, 
O Lord, belqqg glory and honour, but to us shame 
and confusion of face. O, who can understand his 
errors. 0, how many duties have we neglected or 
improperly performed. How little have we re- 
deemed our time ; or improved our talents^ Hfam 
little have we been a\W% lo Vtecj ^'otj ^ ^^ y^ssg^N 
or even seized^ ?rtMn px^aetiV^OL^ <s^^asj^NSfi«»«»' ^ 
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serviqg^ our generation. How unprofited bare we 
been under toe richest means of religious prosperity 
— «nd, when for the time we ought to be able to 
teach others, we hare need to be again taught our- 
selves, what are the first principles of the oracles of 
God- 
God be merciful to us sinners. Pardon our ini- 
quity, for it is great. Cleanse us fix>m all un- 
righteousness : ^nd work in us to will and to do of 
thy good pleasure. Let us not carry one of our 
old sins with us into the new ^ar-Minfi)igiven — 
unnepented of— unbe wailed — iimEbhorred. With 
a new portion of time, may we have new hearts ; 
and become new creatures. 

If this year we should die — ^and in the midst of 
life we are in death, may death prove our eternal 
gain : and if our days are prolonged, may we walk 
before tiie Lord in me land of the living, and show 
forth all thy praise. The number of our months 
is with Thee. In thy hand our breath is, and 
thine are all our ways. Prepare us for all : aiid 
be with us in all : and bring us safely throujgfh all^ 
into the rest that remains for thy people ; for the 
sake of our Lord and Saviour ; m whose words we 
call Thee, Our Father, &c. Amen. 



FIRST MORNING OF THE NEW-YEAR. 

Of old hast Thou lafd the foundation of the 
earth ; and the heavens are the work of thy hands. 
They shall perish but thou shalt endure ; yea, all 
of them shah wax old like a garment ; as a vesture 
shalt Thou change them, and they shall be chaiig- 
ed ; but Thou art the same, and thy years shall 
have no end. Through all the successioiis of time , 
vsiiicb with us constitute the past, the present, and 
the /uture^ I AM b thy name, ^akmiiSMaS&^ t&^- 
moriai in all generations, vfe, de^m, O 15t^d, 
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with the profoundest reverence to contemplate the 
etemitjr of thy nature. May our miqds be filled 
with elevation and grandeur, at the thought of a 
Being, with wl^om one day is as a thousand years» 
and a thousand years are as one day ; a fieing, 
who amidst all the revolutions of empire, and the 
lapse of worlds, feels no variableness nor shadow, 
of turning. How glorious, with immortality at- 
tached to them, are all thy attributes : and bow 
secure are the hopes and oappiness ot ail those, 
who know th}[ name anct pbt their trust in Thee. 

May we rejoks^^at while men diiei, the Lord 
liveth ; that while all creatures are found broken 
reeds and broken cisterns, He is the Rock of ages^ 
and the Fountain of living waters. O, that we may . 
turn awaj[ our hearts from vanity ; and among all 
the dissatisfactions and uncertainties of the present 
state, look after an interest in that everla^tiQg co- 
venant, which is ordered in all things and |sure. 
May we seek after a union with thyself, as the 
stren^ of our heart, and our portioD for ever, 
and be partakers ourselves of the immutability 
we adore ; for Thou hast assured us, that while 
the world passeth away, ^nd the lusts thereof,^ 
he that doeth the will of God, abideth for 
ever. 

We thank Thee, that Thou hast revealed to us 
the way in which a fallen, and perishing sinner 
can be eternally united to thyself; and that Jesus 
is the way, the truth, and tlie life. In His name 
we come ; O, receive us- graciously ; justify us 
freely from all things ; renew us in the spirit of 
our minds; and bless us with all spiritual blessii^s 
in heavenhr places in Christ. 

By the lapse of our days, and weeks, and years, 
which we are called upon so often to remark, may 
we be reminded how short our life is, and bow 
soon we shall close our eyes od every ^ro&^^^V^ 
low the sun; and, O.wSfex \» T«A.\a\«^^^'^% 
claims of eternity, in the ^«s»x^ ol ^^ >x^^^^^ 
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time ; but knowing; .how frail we are, ina^ we be 
wise eooi^ to choose that good part which shall 
not be taken away from us ; and before we leave 
tiie present evil world, may we secure an inheri- 
tance !in another and a better. Ma^ thoii^hts of 
death and eternity so impress our mmds, as to put 
seriousness into our prayers, and vigour into our 
resolutions; may they loosen us from an undue 
attachment to things seen and temporal ; so that 
we may weep as though wfi wept not ; and rejoice 
as if we rejoiced not. 

And remembering that the^ pl^saiit life, so short, 
so uncertain — and so much of which /is already 
vanished, is the only opportunity we shall ever 
have for usefulness, may we be concerned, with 
holy avarice, to redeem the time. May we be 
aKve and awake, at every call of charity and pietv. 
May we feed the hungry, and clothe the nakea ; 
may we instruct the ignorant ; reclaim the vicious ; 
foigive the offending; diffuse the gospel; and 
consider one another, to provoke one ancmier unto 
love and good works, not forsaking the assembling 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more as 
we see the day approaching. 

As we have entered on a new period of life, may 
we faithfully examine ourselves, to see what has 
been amiss, in our former temper or conduct ; and 
in thy strength, may we resolve to correct it. And 
may we inquire (ot the future — with a full deter- 
mination to reduce our knowledge to practice. 
Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? 

Prepare us for all the duties of die ensuing year. 
All the wisdom and strei^th, necessaiy for the 
performance of them, must come from thyself; 
may we, therefore, live a life of self-distrust, of 
divine dependence, and of prayer ; may we ask 
and receive, that our joy may be full ; may we live 
in the spirity and walk in l\^ sp\t\\.. 

ff we are indulged wUla ptosv^nt^^O.Vx. w^\ 
our prosperity destrov \is. or irvSwYe \\?>. \^ ^^'^ «^«*- 
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exercised with adversity, suffer us not to sink in 
the hour of trouble, or sin against God. May we 
know how to be abased, without despondence ; and 
to abound, without pride. If our relative comforts 
are continued to us, may we love them without idol- 
atry, and hold them at thy disposal ; and if they 
are recalled from us, may we be enabled to say, the 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; and 
blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Fit us for all events. We know not what a day 
may bring forth; but we encourage ourselves in 
the Lord our €kid, and go forward. Nothing can 
befall us by chance. Thou hast been thus far our 
helper ; Thou hast promised to be with us in ev- 
eij condition; Thou hast ei^aged to make all 
things work together for good ; all thy ways are 
mercy and truth. May we, therefore, be careful 
for nothiqg, but in every thing, by prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving, may we make known 
our requests unto God; and may the peace of 
God that passeth all understanding, keep our hearts 
and minds, through Christ Jesus. 

Bless, O, bless the young ; may each of them, this 
day, hear Thee, saying, my son give me thy heart ; 
and, from this time, may they ciy unto Thee, as 
the euide of their youth. Regard those who have 
readied the years, wherein they say, we have no 
pleasure in them. If old in sin, may they be urged 
to embrace, before it be for ever too late, the 
thiiigs that belong (o their peace : and if old in 

Sace, uphold them with th^r free Spirit, and help 
em to remember, that now is their salvation near- 
er than when thev believed. 

Bless all the dear connexions attached to us by 
nature, friendship or religion. Grace be to them ; 
and peace be multiplied. 

Let our country snare thy protection and smiles. 
Bless all our rulers and magistrates. 

Bless all ourchuTcViesaxijSLCOi^^'S^^'^^". ^^"^ 
fl// thy ministers ; ma^ fti\t«t o\^\3aa»Kft.^ ^^ ^^^^ 

n 
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hand be enlivenii^ and lefreshingy and thy word 
effectual, to wound and to heal. 

May lius be a year remarkable for the conver- 
sion of souls, and the extension of the gospel. 
Bless all missionary societies ; and let the circling 
months see the banners of the Redeemer carried 
forward ; till all nations are subdued to the obe- 
dience of faith. Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name ; thy kinedom come ; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in neaven ; give us 
this day our daily bread ; and foigive us our tres- 
passes as we foi^g^ive those tha$ trespass aeainst us ; 
and lead us not into temi)tation ; but aeliver us 
from evD ; for thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the gloiy, for ever. Amen. 
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O, Thou King eternal, immortal, and invisible. 
Though Thou art past finding out unto perfection, 
we rejoice, that we are not called to worship an 
unknown God. Thou hast not left thyself with- 
out witness. We bless Thee for the revelation 
which Thou hast given us ; and that in thy word 
we can view Thee, as the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all grace. All thy works and ways 
correspond with me names Thou hast assumed, and 
demand and justify our confidence in Thee. We 
praise Thee for the displays of thy goodness in 
the productions of nature, and the bounties of thy 
providi^nce : but above all, for thine inestimable 
love, infthe redemption of Uie world, by our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory. 



-4 d&jrtmt mpmxt by the church to coTBmtmowXm «« ^"'Vwar^ 
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Herein Thou bast commended thy love towards 
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us. 

We find ourselves this momiri^ at the foot of 
His cross, where ai^els are desiring to look into 
these thills — ^And if they who need no repentance, 
study the sufferings of Christ, and the eloiy that 
should follow, O, how much more should we ; to 
whom they are not only true, and wonderful, and 
sublime, but ^1 important, and infinitely interest- 
ing. Help us, O Lord, to turn aside .and see this 
great sight j and not suffer a dying Saviour to 
address us m vain — Is it nothii^ to you, all ye 
that pass by ? Behold and see, iT ever there was 
sorrow like unto my sorrow. 

Here, may we see the value of our souls, in the 
price paid for their deliverance ; and instead of 
neglectii^ them, or exposing them, for the vanities 
of time and sense ; may we regard them, accord- 
ing to the estimation in which they were holden 
by Him, who gave His life a ransom for many. 
Here, may we contemplate the evil of sin, and ab- 
hor it : here^ look upon Him whom we have 
pierced, and mourn for Him. Yet remembering 
that He was not only slain by us, but for us ; may 
we rejoice in our tears ; and by believing enter 
into rest. 

With humble and holy confidence may we be en- 
abled to say, surely. He hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows ; &e chastisement of our peace 
was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. 

May we never degrade His death by fearing 
that it will not be available for guilt, so great ana 

S aggravated as ours, even if we depend upon it, and 
ead it before God ; but be fiilly persuaded, that 
is blood cleanseth firom all sin ; and that by the 
one offering up of Himself, He hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctifiefdL 

Yetf O God, never awffeT\sa^«vTv^'^^^^»'^^V 
abound. May we nevet crocSSj ^Qcifc^«^^«;^ ""^^x 
and put Him to an open s\i^TR^. ^«5 ^"^ ^^ 
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be woanded in the house of His professing firiendB. 
Rather may we live only and wholly Tor Him. 
who died for us ; and adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour, in all thii^. 

May our old man be crucified with Him : and 
the body of sin be destroyed, that hencefordi we 
Mia y not serve sin. May we be planted together 
in the likeness of His death. As He suffered Tor us, 
caving us an example, that wc sbopld follow His 
steps; may we learn of Him, submission, and 
meekness, and foigiveness 6f injuries ; when re- 
viled, may we revile not again; when sufferings 
may we threaten not, but commit ourselves to Him 
that iudgeth righteously. 

Like Him in all the afflictions of life, may we 
look to the hand that prepares and presents them ; 
and say, the cup which my Father nath given me, 
shall ] not drink it ? 

Whatever be the cross we are reauired to bear, 
may we look before us, and see Him canying a 
much heavier ; canying it for us : and carrying it 
without a murmur— 

Then let our pnins bft all forgrot, 

Our hearts no more repioe— 
Our 8ufferiQg;s are not worth a thouEbt, 

When. Lord, compared witli Thiue. 

Convert and pardon all those, who by their lives 
or doctrine, are the enemies of the cross of Christ. 
Have mercy upon the descendants of those who 
shed His blood : and let His dying prayer be an- 
swered. Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. 

As Thou hast made His soul an offering for sin, 
may He see His seed, and prolong His days, and 
the pleasure of the Lord prosper in His hand. 
May He see of the travail ot His soul and be satis- 
jfied : and by His knowledge may He justify many, 
haviijg borne their iniquUxes. 

Tea, havioff been lilted up {^om^Safe^««^^T««^[ 
He draw alfrnen unto H\m •, to^^ ^Vl Vt^% l^ 
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down before Him, and all nations serve Him: and 
in all the earth which He has purchased witn His 
own blood, may there be one Lord, and His name 
one. 

^ And when He, who made Himself of no reputa- 
tion, took upon Him the form of a servant, and be* 
came obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross, shall come in His glory, with all the holy 
angels, may we be enabled to say, even so, come 
Lord Jesus; and unite with those, who will be 
eternally employed in saying — ^Unto Him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God, and to His Father, be gloiy and donunion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



GOOD FRIDAY. 

EVENING. 

O Thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, the 
Most Hkh over all the earth ; We desire to adore 
thy perfections, and to admire thy works, which 
are sought out of all them that have pleasure 
therein. 

Thou art the only wise God. Thy power is 
Almighty. Whither can we go from thy presence, 
or wbitber can we flee from my Spirit f TThou art 
holy in all thy ways. And sucn is thy purity, that 
even the heavens are not clean in thy sight. 

How shall we come before the Lord, or bow be- 
fore the high God ? we have no offering of our 
own to bring. No man can redeem his brother, or 
give to God a ransom for him. The blood of bulls 
and of goats could not take away sin« Tb.^ Ivh ^- 
self made nothing peTfeclr-W\^iQfc\s«v\sfle«%NKw^ 
better hope did, by the vi\AcYk n«^ ^ww ^^^ ^ 
God, 

17* 
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Yes, btessed be thy name, Thou hast shorni us 
what is good ; and we behold the Lamb of God, 
who is the propitiation for our sins, and not f<nr ours 
only, but also' for the sins of the whole world. 

Here a foundation is laid for our hope, in con- 
nexion with the highest dory of all thj perfections ; 
and we rejoice to think, that while pleading for 
salvation by the blood of the cross, we ask Thee 
not to deny thyself, or to trample on thy holy law ; 
for here, thy law is magnified and made lionour- 
able ; here, all thy attnoutes are developed and 
harmonized; mercy and truth meet together; 
righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

riere, weanr and heavy laden, may we come 
for relief, and. find rest unto our souls. May we 
take fresh views of this adorable sacrifice, under a 
sense of our constant unworthiness and desert ; 
and in all our approaches to Thee, may we have 
boldness and access with confidence, by the faith 
of Him. 

May we not only rely upon His cross, but ek>ry 
ill it. Yea, may we joy in God througn our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 
atonement. And may ^ be able, individually, 
to say, I am crucified with Christ ; nevertheless I 
- live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me ; and the 
life that I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who looted me, and gave Him- 
self for me. ♦ , 

We are thankful, that as He atoned for our guilt, 

so He procured for us the grace of life, that the 

blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiirs, 

and that we mi^ht receive the promise of the 

Spirit, through faith. May we never separate Xho 

pardon and sanctification which Thou hast joinerl 

together. May we prove, that He gave Him- 

seTf^noi only for our sins, but that He might de- 

J/rer us from the present e^W \7oM-, n^^^^^v^^ 

tnight redeem us from all iittcvmtj^^tv^^vKVcj xx^Vc^ 

Himself 3L peculiar people, zea\ou% oi^oQ^v;^i>5s- 
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And, O, that m eveiy future moment of -our ex- 
istence, we may be constrained to live, not to our- 
fielves, but to Him that died for us, and rose as^ain. 
As He so loved us, msy vfe also love one anoUier : 
.'tnd never deem any thing too great to do, or to 
suffer, while endeavouring to seek and to save, 
that which is lost. 

May the hearts which are too hard to be broken 
by terror, be melted b^ love, and gained by con- 
fidence. May none ot those who are desirous of 
returnir^ to Thee, be discouraged by a fear of 
I ejection : but calling to remembrance and belief, 
the infinite proof which Thou hast already ex- 
hibited of thy benevolence, thus judge — ^He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not, with Him, freely give us 
all things. 

Smile upon our countiy. Let all the churches 
of the faitnful, be edified and multiplied. Bless 
all the ministers of the everlasting gospel ; and 
may they increasingly determine to know nothing, 
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 

Increase the number of those who love his sal- 
vation ; and as He ^ave* himself a ransom for a.., 
may it be testified m due time, that he may have 
the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost 

Sarts of Uie earth for his nossession ; and reign 
[ing of kings, and Lotd of lords. 
^ In his words we conclude our devotions. Our 
Father, &c. Amen. 
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hast ordained ; Lord, what is man, that Thou art 
mindful of him. or the son of man that Thou 
visitest him. We are not worthy of an audience 
at thy footstool — ^we are not worthy of the least 
of all thy mercies — our sins have even called aloud 
for vengeance. 

But Thou hast not executed upon us the fierce- 
ness of thy anger — because Thou art good as well 
as great ; and thy goodness constitutes thy great- 
ness. Thou hast turned our very fall into an oc- 
casion of improving our condition, by advancing 
us to the possession of more and ereater blessings 
than we originally enjoyed ; so ^at we not only 
have life, but have it more abundantly. 

For this purpose the Son of thy love was ma- 
nifested ; and m the fulness of time, we behold 
Him assuming our nature, and coming into our 
world, not to DC ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give bis life a ransom for many. We re- 
joice to see, in his release from the prison of the 
grave, the evidence of the all-sufficiency and ac- 
ceptation of the sacrifice He offered on the cross. 
O, help us to consider Him as a risen Saviour ; and 
may we feel the power of his resurrection, in es- 
tablishing our faitn, enlivenii^ our hope, and se- 
curing our sanctification. mkj we not only be- 
lieve his resurrection, but partake of it, and re- 
semble it, that like as Christ was raised from the 
d6ad by the glory of the Father, even so, we also 
might walk in newness of life j reckoning our- 
Sjdlves to be dead indeed unto sm, but alive unto 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. . 

And if risen with Christ, may we give evidence 
of it, and act becoming it, in seeking those things 
that are above. 

May we never leave our spiritual and everlast- 
ing condition, undecided and unknown ; may we 
joever be satisfied, till we are abW to say. Blessed 
be the God and Father of out l»oid3e^8»!&C,>MSsX, 
9Fbo, according to his abwtvdatit metc3,\iaScv\i^- 
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gotten us again unto a lively hope, by the rcsnr- 
rection of .Hssus Christ from the dead ; to nn in- 
heritance incorruptible^ undeBled, and that fadeth 
oot away, reserved in heaven for us. 

In all our difficulties and dangers, may we re- 
joice that He who was dead, is aljve tagain, to 
plead for us, to defend us, and to supply, and has 
the keys of hell and of death. 

In all the afflictions of life, in the decay of na- 
ture, and when looking into the horrors of the 
frave. may we with humble and holy confidence 
e able to say, I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and shall stand at the latter day upon the earth ; 
and though, after my skin, worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God. 

Are we called to mourn over the loss of our 
dear and pious connexions ? Let us not sorrow as 
those who have no hope ; but comfort one another 
with these words — That Jesus died and rose again, 
and them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
Him. 

We gloiy in the victoiy which our risen Saviour 
has obtained, not only over death and the grave, 
but the powers of darkness ; we rejoice that he 
has set judgment in the earth, and that the isles 
are waiting K>r his law ; that his word is translating 
into every language, and his servants entering 
every clime. We hail what he has done as a 
pledge of his universal triumph. And though we 
yet see not all things actually put under him, we 
see him, for the suffering of death, crowned with 
gloiy and hoiK)ur ; and in possession of all the re- 
sources, necessary to accomplish the benevolent 
designs of his heart ; and he must reign till all his 
enemies are made his footstool. 

Through him, as the once suffering but now ex- 
alted Saviour, we address Thee, as our Father, 
kc. Amen. 
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EASTER SUNDAY. 

EVENING. 

O, Thou ever blessed God, we rejoice to think. 
Thou bast determined to ^t thyself honour, in 
this apostate part of thy empire ; not by the merit- 
^ed inniction of thy justice, but the displays of thy 
goodness. For Thou hast said, mercy shall be 
built up for ever, a monument higher than the 
heavens, more durable than eternity, and inscribed 
to the praise of the gloi^- of thv grace, wherein 
Thou hast made us accepted in tne beloved. 

We bless Thee, for the appointment and revela- 
tion, of the one only Mediator between Thee and 
us ; by whose death sinners are reconciled, and 
by whose life they are saved. Thou hast laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all. Surely He hath borne 
our griefs, and carried our sorrows ; the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon Him, and with his 
stripes we are healed. 

Establish in our minds a full persuasion, that he 
was delivered for our offences, and raised again for 
our justification ; and may we, above all things, 
be concerned to know not only that He is risen 
again, but that we are c[uickened together with 
Christ, and raised up, and made to sit with Him in 
the heavenly places. May we hold communion 
with Him, as a living and reigning Saviour ; able 
to carry on our cause, and save unto the uttermost, 
all that come unto God, by Him. 

Is He not head over all things unto his body the 
church ? Is He not exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour ? Has He not assured us, that because He 
lives, we shall live also ? May we view Hito as the 
first fruits of them that sleep ; and believe, that as 
in Adam all died, evei\ so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. May we \\ew Vvv?> i<i«vstt«ic.\:vi\v^ w<^\ 
only a the pledge, but \V\e wo<it\ o^ o>« wixv s 
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Knowing that he shall not only change our vile bo- 
dy, but fashion it like His own glorious body, ac- 
Goraing to the working, whereby He is able to 
subdue o/Z things unto Himself. , 

Thou hast appointed a day in which Thou wilt 
judge the world in righteousness, by that man 
whom Thou hast ordained : and Thou hast given 
assurance of it unto all men, in that Thou hast 
raised Him from the dead. O, save us from the 
wrath of the Lamb. May we tremble at the 
thought of appearing before Him, if we have ne- 
glected his salvation, despised bis precious blood, 
and resisted his Holy Spirit. 

Let not the head stone of the corner, be a stone 
of stumbling and a rock of offence ; but as He is 
chosen of God, and precious, may He be precious 
to us. And while He is living for us in heaven, 
may we be living for Him on earth. May we es- 
teem it our highest honour to be like Him ; and 
feel it our greatest pleasure to serve Him. 

And let all the house of Israel know assuredljr, 
that Thou Y^asi made that same Jettfs whom their 
fathers crucified, both Lord and Christ. May the 
veil be taken from their heart ; and may they be- 
hold, as in a glass, his glory. 

As a nation be merciful unto us, and bless us. 
May this christian countiy, be a country of christ- 
ians : and let all who name the name of Christ, 
depart from iniquity. 

Bless all those who preach Jesus and the resur- 
rection. May they preach with the Holy Ghost 
sent down from heaven. May their sound go into 
all the earth ; and their words unto the ends of the 
world. 

As jet, after all we have read, and heard, and 
experienced, we know but little of the value of 
the gospel ; but we know enough to induce us to 
be thanklul for our religious advaat^^e^ % \Si ^\s^- 
patbize with those 'w\io atftm^^\i\.CVs£\%V\ '^^'^'^^ 
ffiUYj that in Him a\\ ttie faxHvV«» ^l ^^ ^«5^^«^ 
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be blessed, and all the generations call 
blessed. 

Now the God of Peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, tbajt great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make us perfect in every |[ood work to 
do his wiJl, working in us tha. which is well pleas- 
ing in his sight, through Jesus Christ ; to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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O Goo, Thou hast established thy throne in the 
heavens, and thy kingdom ruleth over all ; and all 
nations before Thee are as nothing. Yet, blessed 
be thy name, it is only in comparison with thy in-, 
finite greatness, that they are nothing^— ^not in re- 
ference to thy condescension, and kindness, and 
cstre. Even as individuals we have been the 
charge of thy providence ; goodness and mercy 
have always attended us ; and having obtained 
help of Thee, we continue to this day. Thou hast 
been mindful of our souls as well as our bodies ; 
^ yea Thou wast pleased to form a purpose of grace 
in our favour ; and devise means the most glorious, 
to deliver us from the degradation, and misery, 
and perdition of sin ; and to make us partakers of 
the hope of eternal life. 

We bless Thee for the dispensation of relieion, 
under which it is our exalted privilege to live. 
How supericM: are our advantages, to those enjoved 
by many of thy people, in eanier ages. The lavf 
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by 
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■TesDS Christ. Prophets and righteous men desired 
to see the thiKs fthich we see. and did not see 
tiwm ; and to lear the things nhich we hear, and 
did not hear them ; but blessed are our eyes for 
they see and our ears for they hear. Instead of 
a portion of revelation, we have the sacred Scrip- 
tures complete. Instead of the blackness, and 
darkneas, and tempest, of Sinai, we have the mild- 
er glories, and Ihe small still voice of Zion. We 
have not received the spirit of bondage again to 
fear ;. but the spirit of adoption, wbereoy we ciy, 
Abba, Father. 

We praise Thee for the establishment of the 
glorious gospel, which at the first, began to be spo- 
Ken by ihe Lord, and was confirmed unto us' by 
ihem Ibat heard Him ; God also bearii^ them wit- 
ness, with signs and wonders, and wilh divers mir- 
acles and gifts of the Holy Gbosl, according to 
His own will. We rgoice, thai though His super- 
natural agency has ceased, with its necessity, the 
ministiy of the Spirit continues, and that His savii^ 
influences are confined to no period of the church. 
All that have been enlightened and renewed since 
the fall, have been Uie subjects of His operation ; 
and with Thee is the residue of the Spirit. 

We rejoice, that as there is no blessing we se 
much need, so there is no blessing we are so much 
encouraged to implore : for thy truth has said, if 
ye, being evil, knovr bow to give good gifts unio 
your cbilijren, how much more shall your Father 
which is in heaven, give His Holy Spirit unto them 
that ask Him. 

O Thou God of all grace, fulfil the word unto 
thy servants, upon which Thou hast caused us tu 
hojK. Impart unto us thy Holy Spirit, to open 
Ibe eyes ol our understanail^, to sanctif^ our al- 
fections, to comfort our hearts, to gloriQ' Christ, 
W taking of the tfaii^ of Christ, atid fbis.'ins^ 
themlous 

W 
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May we never commit the sin against the Ho]j 
Ghost. Never quench the Spirit Never resbt 
the Holy Ghost. Never grieve die Holy Spirit 
But may we pray in the Holy Ghost ; andwraship 
God in the Spirit ; and be lead by me Spirit ; and 
be filled with the Spirit 

Ma}[ we always view the commands in conDex- 
ion with th]^ promises ; our duties and trials, in 
connex'ion with our resources. Great is our work f 
great is our warfare ; and far greater than we ever 
^et felt it to be, is our weakness. But our suf^ 
ficiency is of God ; and Thou hast said^ I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee — not by m^ht 
nor by power, but by my Spirit saith the liOrd. 

Let the goings of our God and our Kiiu^, be seen 
in the sanctuary ; and when th^ truth is dispensed, 
let it come to mose who bear it, not in word cmly, 
but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and with 
much assurance. 

And bless, not only the gates of Zion, but all- the 
dwelling places of Jacob. May every family con- 
tain a church in the house. Pour thy blessing 
upon our seed, and thy Spirit upon our offspriiig; 
and may the rising race grow up, the ornaments, 
examples, and benefactors, of their day and gene- 
ration. 

To Thee we commend all who have the rule 
over us ; we implore thy favourable regards to the 
privileged country in which we live. Humble us 
before Thee for our sins, especially our nesrlect 
and abuse of our religious advantages. Withdraw 
not from us the blessings we have forfeited ; and 
inflict not upon us the judgments we have deser^^ed. 
But spare us according to the greatness of th;y 
mercy. 

And from our land of vision, may the light break 
forth upon all those who are in darkness, and the 
region of the shadow of death. 

Bless all /nissjonaiy exertions. Let the various 
societies unphyeA in tbis NvoYk.c>i "C-dAV^v^wAVi.- 
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bouT of lore, view each olber wiib pleasure, and 
K^oice in each other's success ; and if not in im- 
Biediale and personal cooperation, yet in accord- 
ance, and tendency, and design, may they stand 
fast in (HK ipirJt, nith one mind, striving toother 
for the faith of the gospel. Let those who remain 
at Ewme, hold forth the word of lile in their oivrj 
circles^ and be concerned to evangelize the dis- 
tricts ID whkb the; reside. But O, let there not 
be a dtificiency of those, nho offer themselves lo 
the help of the Lord, among the heathen, and say. 
Lord, send tne. Let it be said, as il was in the 
bej^ioBing of the gospel— The Lord gave the word, 
great iras the company of them that published il. 

And be with those that are already engaged. 
We iaovi that Paul can onlv plant, and Apollos 
water; but Thou canst give tne increase. 

Pour thy Spirit trom on hm:h, and the wilderness 
ehall become a fruitful field. Our Father, kc. 
Amen. 



WHITSUNDAY. 



O, Thou Author of peace, and lover of coDcoid, 
ia knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life ; 
and whose service is perfect freedom : cleanse 
(he thoughts of our hearts, by the inspiration of 
thy Holy Spirit ; and give us grace, whereby >ve 
mav serve Thee acfeptably, with reverence, anrj 
witB godly fear. 

We adore Thee as the Creator of all thii^ vis 
ibie, and invisible. Thou art the Maker of out 
earth; and Thou art the Maker of man upon it : 
and Thou madest man upi\slA,m ^Jweiv^'**-'*^"*^"^ 
•f tbr image, and the enjtmaeiA. *A "Ck^ ■vt^*^'^-, 
Art man beii«.in boTC)>K,*KAft wa. '^•<« ^"-^^ 
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father sinned ; and we have borne his. iniquity. 
We have gone astray from the womb : and in num- 
berless instances, have evinced ourselves to be tbe 
degenerate offsprii^, of a fallen original — and 
there is no health in us. As tran^;re8Sors of thy 
law, we are under the curse ; and did our deliy- 
erance depend upon ourselves, we must lie down 
in endless despair. We admit, in all its extent, 
the testimony of thy word against us ; but admire 
Yvith gratitude, the developementofaplan of mer- 
cy and grace, divinely appropriate to all our wants 
and woes, and uniting the highest display of thy 
glory, with the salvation of sinners. 

Adored be the benevolence that led the S(mi of 
thy love, before the ^i>undation of the world, to 
say, Lo ! I come to ao thy will, O God ;. thy law 
is within my heart. Blessed be the day when the 
angels saw Him who was rich, for our sakes be- 
coming poor, that we through His pover^^ i^^igbt 
be rich. Blessed be the hour, when the Frince of 
Life bore our sins in His own body on the tree ; 
and having obtained eternal redemption for us, 
ascended up on high, leading captivity captive, 
and receiving gifts for men eveo the rebellious 
also, that the Lord God might dwell among them. 
We rejoice, that Christianity was originally preach*- 
cd, with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven : 
and in the demonstration of the Spirit, was so firmly 
established, that the gates of hell can never pre- 
vail against it. We praise Thee, that the sun of 
righteousness, in the knowledge of the gospel, has 
arisen with healing under his wings, upon this dis- 
tinguished land ; and said, arise, shine, for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee. And, O, what reason have we to be 
thankful, if this gospel has come to us not in word 
only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance. 
For we bless Thee, that Ihousja Kutacles have 
ceased, yet thy Spirit is insured lo \5k5 "P^"^"^^ ^ 
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tbe end of the world, as the source of light and 
life, and peace and joy ; giving testimony to the 
word of thy grace ; and workii^ in the souls of 
men, to will and to do of thy good pleasure. 

O, Thou Author of all good, save us, we beseech 
Thee, by the washii^of regeneration, and the To- 
ne wing of the Holy Ghost. May we be found in 
the number of those, who are born of the Spirit : 
and give evidence of it, by our walking after tin* 
vSpirit, and our minding the thines of the Spirit. 1 n- 
stead of judging ourselves by oreams, fancies, and 
impressions, may we prove what is acceptable ikUo 
the Lord ; and remember, that the fruit of the Spi- 
rit, is in all goodness, and righteousness, and truth. 

We desire O God, to acknowledge our entire 
dependence upon Thee. Whatever time we have 
been er^aged in thy service, we are still in the 
body, arS teel our need of the continuance of those 
counsels, supports, and consolations, which have 
ever been aflforded us. Cast us not away from thy 
presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit m)m us. 

In all the dai^ers to which we arc exposed, up- 
hold us by thy free Spirit ; and may we not think 
it enough to be preserved from falling ; but may 
we go forward, and be always abounding in the 
work of the Lord. Strengthen us with might by 
thy Spirit in the inner man, for every purpose of 
the Christian life ; and may we be satisfied with no 
attainment, till we are filled with all the fulness 
of God. 

Awaken the careless ; convince of their error 
and guilt, all those who deny, or vilify the w^ork 
of thy grace ; and plant in their consciences the 
conviclion,lhat if any man have not the Spirit ot 
Christ, he is none of His. 

Pour the spirit of grace and of supplication upon 
all our cor»regations. Bless the ministry of the 
gospel, and make it the mii\\^\.i?i^\wv <iS. "^\^'^^x^\^^ 
and the power of God lo s»^\n;vV\wv V.> ^n^xs ^^^^ 
that bplieveth. 
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But how can they believe in Him of whom the^* 
have not heard ? And how can they bear without 
a preacher ? How many are there, who, l^ the 
wretchedness of their condition, if not bv their ac- 
tual desire, are saying. Come over and help us. 

Hast Thou not commanded us to pray, Uiat tinr 
kir^dom may come? Hast not Thou promisea, 
that the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the seas ? 

May we encourage our expectation, by review- 
ing what Thou hast already accomplisfaed ; and 
remembering,' that Thou art a God of truth, add — 
the Almigh^. May we, therefore, realize io our 
minds, the delightuil period, when the heathen 
shall cast their idols to the moles and to the bats ; 
when Mahometanism and anti-christ shall perish ; 
when the Jews shall look upon Him whom they 
have pierced, and mourn ; and amon? protestants, 
every plant which our heavenly Father hath not 
planted, shall be rooted up. 

But why are thy chariot wheels so long in com- 
ing? Why does the whole creation man and 
travel in pain together until now? How many 
would say, Lord, now lettest Thou thy servant de- 
part in peace, according to thy word — could their 
eyes see thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people ; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 

While using the means, may we trust in thy wis- 
dom, as well as thy faithfulness ; and hear the voice 
saying, I the Lord will hasten it — in his time. 

And to God, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost, he ascribed the kingdom, power, and 
glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 
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O THOU Father of mercies, and God of all 
comfort. Tfaou hast often invited us lo thyself, by 
a profusion of kindnesses ; and it manifests our de- 
praritj, that we think of Thee so little in the hour . 
of ease and progperily. But we are now before 
Thee, in affliction and distress. Yet we r^oice^to 
blow, that Thou art a very present, and an all- 
sufficient help in trouble. 

Thou lakesl away and who can hinder Thee, or 
say unto Thee, What doest Thou ? Thou batt a 
right do what thou wilt with thine own. Thou art 
a 30* creigTi, and the reasons of thy conduct are of- 
ten far above, out of our sight ; out thy work is 
perfect, thy ways are judgment. All thy disiwn- 
salions are wise, and righteous, and kind — kind, 
even when they seem to be severe. 

Hay we hear thy voice in thy rod, as well as in 
On word : and galherine; from the corrections wUh 
which we are exercised, the peaceable iruit of 
i^teousness, be able to acknowledge, with allonr 
sufierii^ brethren before us, U is good for me that 
I have been afflicted. 

It is not the Scriotureonlv, that reminds us of 
our livii^ in a dying worla, but all observation, 
and experience. Man is continually going to his 
loi^ home, and the mourners dailv go ahout the 
streets. And we are all accomplisnii^, as an hire- 
\\Dg, our day, and in a little time, our neighbours, , 
friends and relations, will seek us — and we shall 
not be. Our days are swifter than a weaver's 
shuttle, and are spent without 4)ope. Thou has* 
made our days as an hand's breadth, and Our age , 
is as m>lhit% oefore Thee : verily eveiy imn at 
his best state is altt^ther vanity. For our days 
are not only few, but fijil of evU. kviKia*i»Hi-VBt- 
plex lu ; daieets alarm us -, B&.TOvv'Cws.'a^'S^'^i. 
diM|5»oiDtroent» afflict «8-.\os*«&">s»vw«««^^''^ 
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we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath 
are we troubled— O, shut not thy merciful ear to 
our prayers ; but spare us, O Lord, most holy : O 
(rod/most mighty : O holy and most mercifbl Sa- 
viour : Thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer m 
not, at our last hour, for any bitter pains of death, 
to fall from Thee. 

We acknowledge, O God, with shame and sor 
row, that the state of degradation and mortalitjr, in 
which we groan, was not our original condition. 
Thou madest man upri&rht; bot he sought out 
many inventions. Our first father sinned, and we 
have borne his iniquity. By one man, sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin ; and so death 
hath passed upon all men, for that all have sin* 
ned. 

And we bless Thee, that this is not our final 
state. By the discoveries of faith, we see new 
heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness. We see the spirits of just men made 
perfect. We see our vile bodies changed, and 
^ fashioned like the Saviour's own glorious body ; 
and man, the sinner, raised above the angels, wlio 
never sinned. 

We bless Thee for this purpose of grace, formed 
before the world began, and accomplished in the 
fulness of time, by the Son of thy love, who hath 
abolished deaths and brought life and immortality 
to light by the gospel : and who, among the rava- 
ges of the grave, says, I am the resurrection, and 
the life ; He that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live ; and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die. 

May it be our immediate and supreme concern 

. to win Christ, and be found in Him ; knowing that 

there is no condemnation to them fhat are in Christ 

Jesus ; and that blessed are the dead that die in 

the Lord. 

^ So teach us to number out d^i-^a \Jnal vr^ vaav 
sppJy our beans unto w\sdoTDr- iWx. yiX^dooivsVixOa 
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Will lead us to prefer the soul to the body,?and 
eternity to time ; that wisdom which will lead us 
to secure an interest in a better world, before we 
are removed from this. 

O, let not the trifles of time induce us to nes^lect 
the one thii^ needful. While each of us is com- 
pelled to say, I know Thou wilt brii^ me to death, 
and to the house appointed for all living, may we 
be enabled also to say, I know whom I have be« 
lieved, and am persuaded that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed to Him, against tliat 
day. 

And, O, let not the solemnities we have this day 
witnessed, be ever forgotten ; for often, our meet 
serious impressions have worn off, and our good- 
ness has been as the morning cloud and early dew, 
that soon passeth away. 

Thou hast permitted death to invade our circle, 
and hast turned our dwelling into a house of mourn- 
ing. May we find that it is better to be in the 
house of mourning, than in the house of mirth. By 
the sadness of the countenance, may the heart be 
made better, more serious to ledect, and more 
softened to take impression. 

With the feelines of the ci^ature, may we blend 
the views and the nopes of tbecc|)ristian. M^ we 
remember that Thou hast bereaved us, not isis an 
aggressor, but as a proprietor ; resuming what was 
lent us for a season, but never ceased to be thine 
own. May we, therefore, be dumb, and open not 
our mouth, because Thou hast done it ; or if we 
speak, may it be to acknowledge and pray — ^I 
know, O Lord, that thy iudgments are right, and 
that Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me ; let thy 
loving-kindness be for my comfort, apcordii^ to thy 
word unto thy servant. 

We bless Thee for thy &;oodness to the deceased, 
and that we are. not called to sotrov^ ^ ?>& ^«:jRfc"^^»^ 
have no hope. We sisct^ Y^VaXes^t «iw^^?f3-. 
ma found h ftem to \hy «n^c»% «cA.$Ltt^x^^^ ^«^ 
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followers of them, as far as they also were of 
Christ. 

Foigive us in whatever instances we failed in our 
duty towards them. Let the prayers they oBmd 
for us while on earth be answerea ; may we hold 
communion with them in our living Kedeemer; 
and look forward to a period of renewed aixl im- 
proved intercourse, in which we shall be for ever 
with each other, and for ever with the Lord. 

Now unto him that is able to keep us from &1I- 
ins^, and to present us faultless before the presence 
of his glory, with exceeding joy. To the odly 
wise 6^ our Saviour, be glory and majes^, do- 
minion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 



FAST DAY.* 

MORNING. 

Holt, holy^ holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole 
earth is full of thy glory. O, for such an impres- 
sion of thy holiness as Isaiah had, when penetrat- 
ed with a sense of his own sin, and the sin of tiie 
nation, he exclaimed. Wo is me, for I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell among a people of un- 
clean lips. Banish all insensibility and indifier- 
ence from our minds, and unite our hearts to fear 
thy name. 

We lament ibat the world in which we live, 
formed to show forth thy praise, was so early de- 
filed by sin ; that all flesh corrupted its way be- 
fore €rod, and eyeiy imagination of the thougntsof 
the heafrt, was only evil continually. We adore 

-* The two following prayer* are oarUcalarly adapted to a fast ap. 
pointed on account of some great caiain\ly»\»]i\.'wVi3ki%\\^\a\V*Ta'C\w«% 
*'ay be used oa ordinary fast day*. 
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thy awful but righteous displeasure, in briDgiug 
the flood upOD tbe world of the ungodly, and tak- 
ing them ail away. 

Yet even Ibb tremeDdous desolation, did not 
uinder the renewed human race from rebelling 
against Thee ; and a toi^ succession of private 
and public calamities, proclaims the desperate de- 
pravity of our nature, and Uie evil of sin. Our 
world is the empire of death, a vale of tears ; and 
tempests and earthquakes, and war, and pestilence, 
and famine, scatter tbe tokens of thy wrath, for 
Thou distrJDutest sorrows in tbine anger. 

Tby judgments are now abroad in tbe earth — 
tnay the inbabilants Ibereof learn righteansness. 
They have reached and invaded us — may we lay 
them lo heart, and be suitably impressed, with the 
afflicted circumstances of the country to which we 
belong. 

We have been eaually dislii^uished by privi- 
leges and guilt ; ana ii is impossible for us to re- 
view the one, without being reminded of the other. 
An innumerable multitude of natural, providential, 
and religious benefits, lias dlstiiiguished our por- 
tion. The lines have fallen to us in pleasant places, 
yea, we have a goodly heritage. At an early pe 
riod tbe gospel visited our shores, and has continu- 
ed in the midst of us lo this hour. We have lived 
under the administration of laws, just, mild, and 
beneficent. We have enjoyed civil and religious 
freedom. Tbe Scriptures have not been with- 
holden from us, nor have our teachers been i«niov- 
ed into a comer — but our eyes have seen our 
teacher ; and sitting under our own vine and fig- 
tree, none have dared to make us afraid. In our 
dangers, Thou hast appointed salvation for walls 
and bulwarijs ; the earlfi has yielded lo us her in- 
crease ; and God, even our own God, has hies- 

' Hdus. 

It is impossible for wa \o ax\iKS*, ^ « 
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the obligations we are under to lo¥e and senre 
Thee. 

But we know— and, O, help us to feel, how un- 
worthily and ungratefully we have behaved our- 
selves, towards our. adoraole Benefactor. We are 
a sinfiu nation, a seed of evil-doers ; children that 
are corrupters. The whole head is sick, and the 
whole heart is faint : from the crown of the head, 
even to the sole of the foot, there is no soundness, 
but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores. O 
Lord, righteousness belongeth unto Thee, but unto 
us confusion of faces, as at this day^o our rulers. 

But Thou art the Almighty. Thou hast * all 
hearts in thy hand, and all events at thy disposal. 

And we nave heard, that to the Lord our God 
belong mercies and foigivenesses, though we have 
rebelled against Him. We are proofs ourselves, 
that thy compassions fail not — Whence though cor- 
rected, we are not consumed ; and though guilty, 
we are yet allowed and invited to enter thy pre- 
sence. 

With deep humiliation, not unmingled with hope, 
may we approach the throne of thy grace, at this 
time of neea. O, be merciful unto us, and bless us, 
and cause thy face to shine upon us, that we may 
be saved. For the sake of thy dear Son, who 
died, the just for the unjust, by whose name we are 
called — behold a country prostrate at thy footstool; 
and hear the voice, which will issue to-day, from 
so many temples and closets, saying. Spare Uiy 
people, O Lora, and give not thine heritage to re- 
proach. 

Remove, if it please Thee, the blow of thy heavy 
hand, in the calamity which we are deploring ; ana 
after giviitt^ such a deliverance as this, may we no 
more Dreak thy commandments. Or if Tnou hast 
determined to continue the correction, O, correct 
us, but with judgment, not in thine OAger, lest 
Thou bring us to nothing. 
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Aid thy people in the private and public devo- 
tions of the day. Pour out a spirit of grace and 
of supplication, that we may sorrow after/a godly 
sort. May thy ministers be faithful and fearless ; 
may they cnr aloud, ,and spare not ; but lift up 
their voice like a trumpet, and show thy people 
their transgression, and the house of Jacob their 
sin. 

And let the word that is to be spoken, be quick 
and i)owerful, sharper than any two edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividii^ asunder of soul and 
spirit, andof the johits and marrow, and be a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

Our Father, &c. Amen. 



FAST DAY. 

EVENING. 



O GOD, Thou hast established thy ihnme in the 
heavens, and thy kii^dom ruleth over all. We 
prostrate ourselves before Thee, deeply impressed 
with a sense *of the vastness of thy agency and do- 
minion. Thou changest the times and the seasons ; 
Thou removest kings, and settest up kings. £m- 

Eires rise and fall, and fade and flouri^, at thy 
idding : and all nations are in thy hand, but as 
clay in tne hand of the potter. 

Bat none of thy dispensations are arbitrary. 
Whatever Thou doest, is done, because O Father, 
it seemeth good in thy sight ; and thy judgment is 
always accorduiff to truth. Thou art bor^ in all 
thy ways, and ri^teous in all thy works*--aiKi Thou 
art ffood : even m wrath Thou rememberest mercy, 
and dost not aflUct williqgly, not f5de;<i%^3wk ^S«^- 
dreoofmeD. 
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Therefore it is, that we have been this day 
humbling^ ourselves in thy presence. 

For we acknowledge that we have been deephr 
guilty. Thou hast nourished and brought up cnil- 
dren, but we have rebelled against Thee. Tbe 
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's 
crib ; but we have not known, we have not consi- 
dered. Thou hast given us our corn, and wine, 
and oil, and multiplied our silver and gold ; and 
we have prepared them for Baal. JE^cause of 
swearing, tbe land has mourned. Pride has com 

gassed us about as a chain. Discontent has re- 
siled against thine appointments. How has the 
love of money, which is the root of all evil, abound- 
ed amon^ us. How have thy sabbaths been pro- 
faned, ana thy ordinances disregarded. How has 
the gospel been undervalued, neglected, despised. 

And all our transgressions have been more ag- 
gravated than those of any other people, because 
Thou hast favoured us unspeakably more than all 
the families of the earth. 

Therefore, Tliou couldst easily and justly have 
destroyed us ; but Thou hast not stirred up all thy 
wrath. In all that has come upon us, for our evil 
deeds. Thou hast punished us less than our iniqui- 
ties deserve. Yet Thou hast testified '(hy displea- 
sure, and visited us with thy judgments ; so that 
when we looked for light and peace, we have seen 
darkness and trouble. 

O, let us not be inattentive to the design of thy 
dealings, or insensible under thy rebukes. O, let 
it not be said of us, as it was of the Jews, The 
harp, and the viol, and the tabret, and pipe, and 
wine are in their feasts, but they reeara not the 
work of the Lord, neither consicter the operation 
of his hand. Thou hast striken them, but they 
have not grieved ; Thou hast consumed them, but 
they have refused to receive correction ; they have 
made their faces hardet tVia» V\ift xqcVl \ \3afti Kw^ 
refused to return. 



riST BAT— ETEHIlld. 931 

In the ymj of Ihy judgmenls, O Loid, may ne 
wait fer Thee. Thou ha^t said. Is any afflicted T 
let him pray. Call upon me inlbe day of trouble, 
and I will deliver thee, and thou shall glorify me. 
Fulfil the word unto thy servants, upoa which ' 
Tbou hast caused us to hope. And O, let not the 
calamity be removed only, but above all, sancti- 
fied ; let it appear' Ibat we have heard the rod, 
and Him that appoinleth it : and be able to say, 
It is good for us that we have been afflicted. 

For which purpose, bless, we beseech Thee, 
the word of thy grace, which has been spoken : 
and nant (hat (ne professed humiliation of the day, 
may be real — for Thou lookest to the heart. And 
let it also be universal : may it extend from the' 
h^est to the lowest : may it pervade eveiy part 
ofour country : may il enter every church, and 
every family — let none of us lose sight of ourselves, 
in the pubfic calamity. May each individual re- 
tire and ask. What have I done ?— and what witt 
Thou have me to do ! And (bough other lords have 
bad dommion over us, henceforth, by Thee only, 
may we make mention of thy name. 

Regard (he government Ander which we live ; 
and the magistracy of the land — may all be wise 
in counsel, exemplaiy in conduct, and faithful to 
their trust. 

And (bus may we be reformed, and not de8(roy- 
ed. Thus ma; ne be a holy, that we may be a 
happy people, whose God is the Lord. Return O 
Lord, now lor^ 1 and le( it repent Thee concem- 
itig ihy servants, O, satisiy us eariy with thy 
mercy, that we may rejoice and be ?[ad all our 
dai^. Make usglad, according tothedays where- 
in Thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein 
we have seen evil. Let thy work appear unto (hy 
servants, and thy glory un(o their children. And 
let the beauty/of the Lord out GoA\«i ^m^ms-, 
and establish Thou the wofti ol ous V^koSa ■J*'*^ 
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And to the Father, the Son, and the Hohr Spirit, 
be rendered the kingdom, power, and giofiy, fin* 
e?er and ever. Amen. 



FOR A DAY OF THANKSGIVING 

MORNING. 

O God, Thou art veiy great. Thou art clothed 
with honour and msgesty ; Thou coverest thyself 
with light as with a garment ; Thou walkest upon 
the wines of the wind. When we reflect on the 
glory ot thy majesty, we are filled with wonder at 
the vastness of thy condescension. For Thou con- 
descendest even to behold thii^s that are in hea* 
ven. What then is man, that Thou art mindful of 
him, or the son of man, that Thou visitest him. 

We r^oice, that we are under the govemaiice 
of a Being, who is not only Almighty, but perfect- 
ly righteous, and wise, and good ; that all thines, 
in our world, are appointed and arranged by my 
paternal agency ; that thy providence numbers the 
very hairs of our head, and that a sparrow falleth 
not to the ground, without our heavenly Father. 

Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. We blesa 
Thee for personal mercies. If we are called, it 
is bjr thy word. If we are renewed, it is by iy 
Spirit. If we are justified, it is freely by thy 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Je- 
sus. It is m Thee we live, and move, and have 
our being. Thy goodness has been always neai 
us, to hear our complaints, to sooth our sorrow, and 
to command deliverance for us. And numberless 
are the instances o^ lovin^indness, that now, 
from ignorance, or inattention, elude our notice ; 
the discovery of which will awaken our songs, 
tvbea we mingle with those yAio dvitW Vein's \»svx^ 
above, and are still praVaVng TViee. 
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We thank Thee^for relative benefits ; for bless- 
ings on our fanailies, blessings on our cbui^hes, and 
blessings on our country. We confess that we are 
not worthy of the least of all thy mercies, and of all 
the truth which Thou hast showed unto thy ser- 
vants. Sins of every kind and of every degree, 
have reigned among us ; have spread througn all 
ranks and orders ; and continued, notwithstanding 
all warnings and corrections ; and if Thou hadst 
dealt with us, after our sins, or rewarded us accord- 
ing to our iniquities, we should long ago, have had 
no name, nor place, among the nations of the 
globe. 

But to the Lord, our God, belong mercies and 
forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against 
Him All thy dispensations towards us have said, 
with a tenderness that ought to penetrate our 
hearts — How shall I give Thee up i Our privileges, 
never properly improved, and forfeited times with- 
out number, have been continued. We still be- 
hold our sabbaths, and our ears still hear the joy- 
ful sound. Our constitution, liberties, and laws, 
halve not been subverted, or impaired. Thou hast 

fiven us rains, and fruitful seasons ; Thou hast 
lied us with the finest of the wheat ; our gamers 
have been affording all manner of store ; our oxen 
have been strong to labour ; our sheep have 
brought forth thousands and ten thousands in our 
streets. Thou hast spread thy wing, and shelter- 
ed, us from the pestilence that walketh in darkness, 
and the destruction that wasteth at noon -day. Ci- 
vil discord has not raged in our land ; our shores 
have not been invaded ; we have not heard the 
confused noise of warriors, nor seen garments roll- 
ed in blood— it has not come nigh us. Our ene- 
mies have often threatened to swallow us up, but 
the Lord has been on our side^ajod t!^i Wl^w'c^> 
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prevailed against us. We are this day called upon 
to acknowledge thy goodness in ( )* 

€k>d is the Lord who hath showed us light ; bind 
the sacrifice with cords, even to the horns of this 
altar. May we never convert our blessings into 
instruments of provocation, bj7 making them the 
means of nourishing pride and presumption, wan* 
tonness and intemperance ; and compel Thee to 
complain-^Db ye thus requite the Lord, O fooli^ 
people, and unwise ? Is not He thy Father, that 
hath bought thee ? Hath He not made thee, and 
established thee ? 

For this purpose meet with us in thy house ; and 
may the goings of our God and our King be seen 
in the sanctuary. Be with the preacher, and with 
the hearers ; and let the words of his mouth, and 
the meditation of their hearts be acceptable in 
thy sight, O Lord, our strength, and our tledeem- 
er. May public instruction awaken the ardour of 
our feeling ; may our gratitude not only be lively, 
but practical and permanent. And hj all tby 
mercies, may we present our bodies a living' sacn- 
fice, holy and acceptable unto Thee, which is our 
reasonable service. 

Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in 
strength, that do His commandments, hearkenii^ 
unto the voice of His word. Bless ye the Loro, 
all ye Hb hosts : ye ministers of His, that do His 
pleasure. Bless tne Lord, all His works, in all 
places of His dominion; bless the Lord, O mj 
soul. Amen. 

* Here let tiie pertiealar causes for thankfolness be expressed. 
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FOR A DAY OF THANKSGIVING. 

EVENING. 

O God," Thou art good, and Thou doest good. 
Thou art good to ally and thy tender mercies are 
over all thy works.' 

We have thought of thy loving kindness this day, 
in the midst of thy temple ; and are ' again sur- 
rounding this domestic altar, to exclaim, O that 
men would piaise the Lord for His goodness, and 
for His wonderful works to the children of men. 

We lament to think, that a world so filled with 
ihy bounty, shouM be so alienated from thy ser- 
vice and glory. We mourn over the vileness of 
our ingratitude, and abhor ourselves, repenting in 
dust and ashes. 

O Thou God of all grace, make us more tbank- 
ful. In order that we may be more thankful, may 
we be more humble ; impress us with a deep sense 
of our unworthiness, arisii^ from the depravity of 
our nature, and countless instances of unimproved 
advantages, omitted duties, and violatedf com- 
mands. May we compare our condition with our 
desert, and with the far less indulged circumstan- 
ces of others. May we never be inattentive to any 
of thy interpositions on our behalf; but be wise, 
and observe these things, that we mav understand 
the loving-kindness of the Lord. 

How miny blessings, temporal and spiritual, pub- 
lic and private, hast Thou conferred upon us. 
Thy Toercies have been new every morning, and 
every moment. 

Our afflictions have been few and alleviated, of 
ten short in their continuance, and always founded 
in a regard to our profit. Thy secret has been 
upon our tabernacle; aiid N^^Vvw^VMswvi^^^sRjT^s^^^ 
fbv palaces for a reCu^^e. 'T\i^\\x>e9.\iSC^^^^fi^^ 
^Bllen to us in pleasanV p\«lee^^ l[^•!^^^^^**^'^ 
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goodly heritage. Thou hast not dealt so with any 
people. It is a good land, which the Lord our 
God has given us — a land distinguished by know- 
ledge ; dignified as the abode of civil and religious 
freedom ; endeared L)y the patriot's zeal, and the 
, ftshes of our forefathers ; a land the Lord careth 
for, and upon which His eye has been from the 
beginning even to the end of the year. 

Thou bast been a wall of fire round about us, by 
thy providential protection, and the glory in the 
midst of us, by the gospel of our salvation, the or 
dinances of religion, and the presence of thy Holy 
Spirit. 

What shall we render unto the Lord, for all His 
benefits towards us? Because Thou hast been 
our help, therefore under the shadow of thy wing 
may we rejoice. Because Thou hast heard our 
voice and our supplication, therefore may we call 
upon Thee as long as we live : and in eveiy future 
difficulty and distress, make Thee our refuge and 
our portion. 

Enable us to bless Thee at all times ; may thy 
praise continually be in our mouth ; and may we 
show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but 
in our lives. 

Being delivered from the peril and calamity (of 

) with which we have been exercised, may we 

serve Thee without feai, in holiness and righteous- 
ness all the days of our lives. 

We dare not trust our own hearts. We have 
often resembled thy people of old, who, in the 
hour of deliverance ana indulgence, sang thy 
praise, and said — ^All that the Lord commandetb 
us, will we do : but soon forgot His works and the 
wonders which He had showed them. Keep thesQ 
things for ever in ^he imagination of our hearts ; 
and not only draw us, but oind us to thyself, with 
ibe cords of love, and the boik<^ o^ ^ tsasi.^ 
And with all our calls lo graXWxx^e «[A\cs^ ,\b»5 
••* remember that we V>a^ft 2\sv> Tf^.^ww wt www 
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and humiliation. O, give us that repentance which 
is unto life. Reform, as well as indulge us ; and 
pardon, as well as spare. Let not our prosperity 
destroy us, nor our table become a snare. Letus 
not by our perverse returns, provoke Thee to visit 
us with heavier afflictions ; and turn the rod into 
a scorpion. May our ways please the Lord, that 
we may hope for a continuance of thy favour, and 
know that all things shall work together for our 
good, 

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion. Build 
Thou the waiU of Jerusalem. And as the church- 
es have rest, may they walk in the fear of the Lord, 
and in the ^comforts of the Holy Ghost, and be 
multipled. 

Preside over our national councils ; impart wis- 
dom to those who conduct our public affairs ; and 
may all the various classes in the community, pur- 
sue that righteousness which exalteth a nation, and 
forsake that sin which is a reproach to any people. 

Regard the services in which we have been en- 
gaged with the thousands of our Israel ; accept of 
the poor and imperfect thank^vines we have of- 
fered ; and let thv word, which has been dis- 
pensed, in aid of the devotion of the day, accom- 
plish all the good pleasure of thy goodness-^ 
through Jesus the Lord, our righteousness add 
strength ; and in whose words we address Thee as 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven ; give us this day out 
daily bread ; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
foigive those that trespass against lis, and lead uj 
not into temptatibn ; but deliver us from evil ; foi 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the gloiy) for 
ever. Amen. 



FOR 

PARTICULAR OCCASIONS. 



FOR RAIN 



Amb there any of the vanities of the Gentiles that 
can cause rain ? Or can the heavens give showers ? 
Art not Thou he, O Lord, our God ? Therefore 
will we wait upon Thee, for Thou hast made all 
these things. 

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it : Thou 
greatly enrichest it, with the river of God, which 
is full of water. Thou makest it soft with showers ; 
Thou blessest the springs thereof. Thy paths 
droD fatness. They drop upon the pastures of the 
wilderness ; and tne little nills rejoice on every 
side. 

We have been made to feel the worth of this 
blessing, by the want of it : and it would be easy 
for Thee to continue the privation, till the heavens 
over us were brass, and the earth under us iron : 
and the husbandman be ashamed for the wheat, 
and for the barley, because the harvest of the field 
IS perished^ and because 307 is viithi&ied s^yi ^^^ &0111 
the sons of men. _ 

But, O deal not with us aftet out ^eaetl. ^vjcu 
mt a Gvitful Jand into baTreimess. Commwi^ vks 
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raio to descend ; cause the grass to grow for the 
cattle', and herbs for the service of dian ; that he 
may bring: forth food out of the earth. 



FOR FAIR WEATHER. ^ 

How numberless are our wants aqd dangers! 
Our hopes are destroyed, not only. by the defi- 
ciency, out the excess of our supplies. Stop, we 
pray Thee, the bottles of heaven, which have so 
long been pouring down water upon us ; and cause 
thy sun not only to rise, but to shine — give us the 
clear shining afler rain, that the earth may yield 
her increase, in maturity ; and opportunity be af- 
forded for the wholesome ingathermg of grass for 
the cattle, and grain for the use of man : tnat there 
may be m* complaining in our streets ; but that 
we may eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise 
the Lord. 

And O let v\s not fbiget our souls in our mindful- 
ness of the iody ; nor expend all ojr concern upon 
the meat diat perishethr— but be. above all things, 
anxious to secure that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting: life, and which, the Son of ojian will 
give ; for him hath God the Father sealed. 



IN MEW OF JOURNEYING 

^O God, Thou hast called thyself the Preserver 
01 men, and the Lei^epth of our days. We are there- 
fore encouraged to commit ourselves to thy guar- 
dian care, in the journey before us. 

Many have parted vf\\h 1\3fe\x Itvwv^^ ^"^^^ 
hope oi soon embraciDg ea<c^ ol'iiaEi -a^g^csRw^ xssj^. '^^ 
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stead of returning to their own dwelling, have _ , 
coDvejed to the house appointed for all Uti, 
We pray, with submission to thy pleasure, .t 
this may not be our experience. Give thine __ 
gels chai|:e concerning^ us, to keep us in all our 
ways. Let no evil oefall our persons, and no 
plague come nigh our dwelling. May we know 
also that our tabernacle is in peace, and visit our 
habitation, and not sin. 

Yet, uncertain what a day may bring forth, may. 
we be prepared for every event of thy providence ; 
and wherever, in dying, wego/roi/i, may it be our 
happiness to know where we are going to — and re- 
joice in the prospect, that when all our wanderii^ 
and partings are ended, we shall unite in our 
heavenly Father's house, and be for ever with the 
Lord. 



FOR A NEW MARRIED PARTY. 

Bless those who have just entered a state ho- 
nourable in all. May they remember the vows 
they have left at the altar ; and in the dischai^e 
of their personal and relative duty, may they maKe 
thy wora their rule, that mercy and peace may be 
upon them. May the husband love his wife even 
as himself; and the wife see that she reverence 
her husband ; and both walk together, as heTrs of 
the grace of life, that iheir prayers be not hin- 
dered. 

Preserve them from the evils which destroy or 
diminish the welfare and comfort of the condition 
in which Thou hast placed them ; and may they 
enjoy all the happiness, derivable from prudence, 
temper, accommodation, real ^Qd\\v\^?»^ ^svd the 
divtne blessing. 



MhJ the? expect to discern infirmitiea in one 
another ; but may (liej be always Qii»t deeply 
cwKJous of their owa. And let tnem not look for 
unattainable, bj looking for unmingled blifa on 
earth : but remember that this is not our reat ; 
and be prepared for difficulties, trials, chains, 
and final separation. 



Regard thine handmaid who is lookii^ forward 
to an important hour. Be not Thou far from her 
when trouble is near. May her mind he kept in 
periecl peace, being stayed upon the God oi her 
salvation. Bring to the birth, and give strength to 
brii^ forth. Soften the pains of labour, as well as 
command deliverance ; and in due time, may she 
remember no more her ai^uisfa, for joy thai a child 
is bom into ihe worid. And may the root and the 
iinuich, abide under the shade of the Alm^hty^ 



FOR ONE UNDER SICKNESS. 

Think, O God, ibr good upon the afflicted ; es- 
pecially him {or fer) whom ive now commend to 
(by compassionate regard. Comfort him upon tha 
bed of languishing, and make all his t>ed in his 
sickness. 

If the sickness be unto death, prepare him for 
the solemn event, and be with him in it, RiV^w. 
are allowed to implore deWvetwuw;, w\^»^'«»">'*- 
.won ; nothing ia too hard for ftie Vorfi. % '^'^**^?'S^ 
heal ao wpII »s wmmA— wp. V\ie'refoWi-5»T-.*^ 
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thy good pleasure, that Thou wilt put efficai^ %oto 
tM means ; rebuke the disorder ; renew ttp 
strength ; and prolong the days of thy servant. 

Alx>ye all, let the dispensation be sanctified to 
the sufferer, and his connexions ; and may all have 
reason to acknowledge*, in the review, It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted. 



FOR A YOUTH GOING FROM HOME. 

{if with a View to Business,) 
O God, Thou appointest the bounds of our habi- 
tations ; and arrangestaU our individual conceins; 
and it is thy pleasure, not only that we should part 
at death, but oiXen sepaiate in life. When absent 
from each other in body, may we be present in 
spirit ; and may our natural afiection be strength- 
ened and sanctified by inquiiy , and correspondence, 
and divine remembrance at the throne of grace. 

Regard the member of our family, who is now 
leaving the parental roof, and the parental wing. 
In all his ways may he acknowledge Thee ; aiMi 
be Thou the guide and the guard of his youth. 
Secure him from the paths of the destroyer, and 
the evils of the world. May uprightness preserve 
him. In the situation he will be called to fill, may 
he be dutiful, and obliging, and diligent, and faith- 
ful : may he always remember, that the eye of 
God is upon him ; and be not only amiable^ but 
pious ; and in favour with God, as well as man. 
(If with a View to ScfiooL) 
O THOU God of providence and grace, we com- 
mend to thy care the dear child, about to leave our 
abode for a season, in order to receive needful in- 
struction. Let his {or her) life be precious in thy 
sight. May he redeem his time, and acquire the 
improvement that will ftl Vim foi w^^u\»eaa. in bis 
day and generation. And O ^le^VjtevVj^TSftafc^wYw 
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unto salvation ; and let the beauty of the Lord our 
God be upon him ; that he may be a useful and orna- 
mental member in thy church below, and hereafter 
a pillar in thy temple above, nfever more to go out. 



FOR CHILDREN IN ORDINARY CIRCUM- 
STANCES. 

{AU the Petitions need not he used at the same time,) 

O God, Thou art the lovely Father of all man- 
kind ; Thou hast implanted in us the parental in- 
stincts ; and commanded us to train up our chil* 
dren in the nurture and admonition of tne Lord—* 
we ieel our awful responsibility, and often exclaim. 
Who is sufficient for these things ? But Thougivest 
wisdom to the ignorant, and power to the faint. 
Aid, O aid us, in discharging the duties we owe to 
those whom thou hast given us, and continued to us. 

We give them up to Thee, who art able to fulfil 
all OUT petitions. Kescue them from the number- 
less accidents and diseases to which they are ex- 
posed. Let their tempers be lovely, and meek, 
and kind. Let their manners be simple and en- 
gaging. May they be respectful towards their su- 
Seriors ; obliging towards their equals ; and con- 
escendiog towards their inferiors. 

Let not envy, and pride, and censoriousness, 
renddp them disdainful to others, and wretched in 
themselves. May they speak evil of no one — 
but upon their tongue, may there dwell the law of 
kindness. May they hate and abhor lying — with 
all deceit and hypocrisy. 
^ May they be always willinj^ to receive instruc- 
tion J and be diligent m acquiring all th& ks«s<^\R.<!is^ 
and improvement, thai xnay TwA^w^^p^Wk^^^Q^'^^^^^ 
fogt and ornaments of socieVj . 
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Keep them from e?i| company. If sinoect i 
tice them, may they never consent ; but early in 
they take hold of the d^irt of him that is a Je 
saying, I will go with you, for 1 have heard ti 
God IS with you. 

We seek not great thirds for them as to tl 
world — but O, let them live in thy sight ; let th( 
be numbered with thy saints in glory everlastii^ 
let them be blessed with all spiritual blessings, 
heavenly places in Christ. 

Instead of multiplying riches, and leaving th( 
incentives to pride, and vanity, and idleness, a; 
sensuality; and augmenting a thousand fold 
the difficulties of their salvation — May we ikj \ 
for them treasure in heaven ; may we be concenn 
to leave behind us, a large inheritance of prayi 
and instructions, and examples — with the blessi 
of God, that maketh rich, and addeth no soi|« 
with it. 

If their parents should be taken away fk 
them, when father and mother forsake them, m, 
the Lord take them up. If they should be d 
prived of their father— be Thou the Father of tl 
fatherless ; or, should they be deprived of th< 
mother — ^as one whom his mother comfortetb, 
do Thou comfort them. 

Should they be removed from us, in early lij 
may the heavenly shepherd gather the lambs wi 
His arm, and carry them in His bosom ; and ni: 
we be prepared to resign them. And, if, as i 
submissively implore, their lives should be pi 
longed— may they grow up, and prove our cot 
fort and honour ; serve thy generation accordii 
to thy will ; and walk before Thee in the land < 
the living. 
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FOR CRIMINALS IN PRISON. 

Behold, in the greatness of thy mercy, those 
who are bound in affliction and iron, because they 
rebelled against the word of God. May they be 
led to reflect upon the evil of sin, in the degrada- 
tion, and misery to which it has reduced them. 
Give them repentance unto life, that they maj 
aciaiowledge that Thou art just in all that is 
brought upon them, and be more concerned to 
obtam deliverance irom the wrath to come, than 
exemption from the hand of civil justice. If, after 
lengthened confinement, they should be released, 
let them be rescued from the bondage of corrup- 
tion, and partake of the glorious liberty of the sons 
of God ; and if appointed unto death, O, hear the 
sighing of the prisoner, and though the flesh be 
destroyed, let the spirit be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus. 

While we feel an abhorrence of sin, may we 
always display compassion for sinners; and be 
thankful that we have been exempted, b3r the fa- 
vourableness of our condition in life, by pjous re- 
lations, by education, by thy restraining and thy 
sanctiQring grace, from so many temptations by 
which we mi^ht have been conquered. Who 
made us to diJOfer from another; and what have 
we that we did not receive 2 

2l» 



FOR 

PARTICULAR SEASONS. 

SPRING. 

Thou art the fountain of life ; in Tbee we liTe, 
move, and have our being-*-and the preragatiye 
of that being is, that we are able to contemplate 
thy perfections, and rise from thy works — to ttjr- 
seif. 

Thou sendest forth thy Spirit ; and renewest the 
face of the earth ; and, from apparent death, all 
nature starts into re-animated vigour and joy. In 
what myriads of productions art Thou displaying 
afi/esh, the wonders of thy wisdom, power, and 
goodness — the whole earth is full of thy riches. 

While we partake of the general sympathy and 
delight, may we join with all thy works to praise 
Thee. And, O Thou God of all grace, bless us 
with the renewing of the Holy Ghost, in all the 
powers of our souls. May old things pass away, 
and all become new in Christ : may the beauty of 
the Lord be upon us ; and the joy of the Lord be 
our strength. 

May the youi^ remember, that they are now in 
the spring of life ; and that this spring, once gone, 
returns no more. May they, therefore, eagerly 



«eize, and zealously improve, the short, but all 
impartant season; for the cultivation of their minds, 
the formation of their habits, the correction of their 
tempers, their preparation for future usefulness, 
and their gainii^ that good part ivhich shall not 
f»e taken away from them. 



SUMMER. 



We hail Thee in the vaiyiDg aspects of the 
year, and bless Thee for all their appropriate in- 
fluences and advantages. O, let us not view them 
and enjoy them as men only, but as christians al- 
so ; and ever connect with them, the better bles- 
«if^s of thy grace- 

' now wise, and useful, and necessaiy, are these 
intemvii^led rains and sunbeams — may Jesus, as 
the Sun of righteousness, arise unon us, with heal- 
ing under his wings ; and may ne come down as 
rain upon the mown grass, and as showers ihai 
water the earth. 

When we walk bv the cooling brook — may we 
think«of that river, the streams whereof tiake glad 
the city of God. 

When we retire from the scorching warmth of 
the day, into the inviting shade — may we be thank- 
ful for a rest at noon, a shelter from the heat, the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 

May thv servants behold the moral fields, that 
are afreaay white unto harvest, and be all anxiety » 
to save the multitudes, that are perishing for lacK 
of knowledge. 

The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are 
few ; we therefore pray, that Thou wilt send forth 
labourers into thy harvest 

He that gatherelh \n ^tmiv^\^\s ^-"wSsfe^RRwv'^w''- 
tbaf sJeepeth in baTvest^ x's ^ ^^ ^^ cssbs^^ 
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shame. Now is our accepted time, now is eufd^ 
of salvation. O, let us not waste our Brecious pi^ 
▼il^es, and in a dying; hour ezclainv-^he harfeit 
m past, the summer is ended, and we art ooC 
saved. 



AUTUMN. 



How fleetii^ as well as vanring, are tbe sea- 
sons of the year. How insensibnr have the months 
of spring and summer vanished ; and nature has 
no sooner attained its maturities, than we behold 
its declension and decay. The fields are now 
shorn of their produce ; the beauties of the ^rden 
are withered ; the woods are chan^ine their ver- 
dure, and the trees shedding their foliage — we 
also never continue in one stay. Many of our 
connexions and comforts have already dropped 
away from us ; and the remainii^ are holden by a 
slender tenure ; while we ourselves, do all fade 
as a leaf, and in a little time, our places will know 
us no more. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for the announcement of an inheritance 
that fadeth not away. O for a hope full of im- 
mortality ; for a possession of that good part» 
which shall not be taken away from as 



WINTER. 

G Thou God of nature and providence ; man- 
ifold are thy works ; in wisdom Thou hast made 
them all ; and all are full of thy goodness. The 
nelfare of thy creatures, tequVie* ^Soa leNcnfcj ^i 
winter, as well as the pYeasute* oi «^tvd^^. ^^ 
^dore thy hand in a\l. Thou ^We^V ««sw \^Mt 
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wool : Tbou scatterest the hoar frost like ashes. 
Tbou sendeat abroad lliine ice like motsels, wlw 
can stand before ^ cold ? 

But tre bless Tfaee, for a bouse to shelter us ; 
for raiment to cover us ; for fuel to wann us ; and 
for all (he accommodations, that render life even 
at this inclement season, not only tolerable, but 
fullofccHnforl. 



May fre be grateful; and may we be pitiful. 
May we reflect on the condition of those, wba are 
the victims of every kind of privation and dis- 
tress — and waste nothing; hoard nothiie ; buthast- 
en to be ministers of mercy, and the disciples of 
Him, who went about doini: good. 

O, let the rich, now, deservedly prize their 
wealth, and use it as the instrument of usefulness. 
May they be willing to communicate, and ready to 
distribute ; and enjoy Ihe blessit^ of him that i* 
ready to perish ; and make the widow's beail la 
sing' for joy. 



ATUflEOF THUNDER AND LIGHTNING. 



oD the earth, and it melteth ; Tbou louchest the 
mountains and they smoke. Thou thunderest in 
the heavens, and all nature shudders at thy voice. 
How vain now is the help of man ! Who can reaia 
thy will! We feel ourselves fo be nothing, less 
than nothii^, and vanity. Our very houses are n 
protection now. O Thou, to whom belong (be is- 
sues from death, defend our persons and our dwel- 
ling. May we always aland in a^e. 'A'\>ml^,tk^ 
*jnno(. May weknov^ftla^.fti\aa.N^l^i^'i*A'«>'*^■• 
<"(r Father and niir FvWM; woi t5«1 ■«»«^'*"* 



iSO ▲ TIME OF THUNDER AND LIGHTHBTG. 

lM>ldiies8 in that day, when the heavens being 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements melt v 
tetent heat, and the earth also, and all the nv 
thutart therein, shall be'bumt up. 



THANKSGIVINGS 

FOR 



FOR RAIN AFTER A LONG DROUGHT. 

Thou hast never left thyself without witness, 
but hast been continually doii^ good, even to the 
unthankful and unworthy, in givins: them rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, and filling their hearts 
with joy and gladness. We acknowledge, that 
the heavens over us might have been brass, and the 
earth under us iron. We have justly deserved 
the calamity : and thy power, without a miracle, 
could have inflicted it ; but though Thou hast tried 
our patience, and awakened our fears. Thou hast 
not forgotten to be gracious. We praise Thee for 
sendin^us the seasonable and plentiful rain, by 
which Thou hast refreshed and revived the droop 
ing fields, so that the earth promises to yield l^r 
increase. 
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FOR FAIR WEATHER AFTER MUCH 

RAIN. 

O God, Thou art good, and doest eood. Thou 
hast again surpassea our deserts, ana been better 
to us than our fears. Thou hast caused the clear 
iihining after ram ; so that in die meadows the hay 
appeareth ; and in the fields Thou art preparing of 
thy goodness for the poor. Thou preservest man 
aiid beast. May we feel our entire dependence 
upon Thee ; and by prayer and praise, give Thee 
the gloiy that is dMe unto thy holy name. 



FOR A GOOD HARVEST. 

AoAiN Thou hast crowned the year with thy 
goodness. The ^in might have perished in the 
earth, or have failed of maturity, for want of the 
showers, and of the sunshine ; but Thou wast 
pleased to bless the springing thereof; and we 
saw first the blade, then the ear, and after that the 
fuH com in the ear. We hailed the valleys stand- 
ing thick with corn, and heard the little hills re- 
joicing on every side. In due time the mower fill- 
ed his nands, and the binder of sheaves his bosom ; 
and the appointed weeks of han'est have been af- 
ibrded us, to gather in the precious produce. O 
that men would praise the Lord for his goodne5«i, 
and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men ! For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth 
the hungry soal with goodness. 

We have again witnessed thy faithfulness and 

truth in the promise — while the earth remaineth^ 

seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and 

summer and winter, and day and ni^ht, shall not 

cease — May we leam to txvLsXTVwie mv^ V^K5 ^w- 
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And make us thankful, that as we have no famine 
of breads so we have no famine of hearing the 
word of the. Lord. Wi^h regsud to Ae soul, as 
well as to the body. Thou fillest us with the finest 
of the wheat. 



FOR PEACE. 

O Thou that stillest the noise of the seas, the 
noise of their waves, and the tumult of the peo- 
ple ; we bless Thee, that Thou hast made peace 
m our borders, and called us to adore Thee, as the 
repairer of the breach, the restorer of paths to 
dwell in. 

We lament the evils of war, both natural and 
moral : and confess with shame, that ever since * 
man became an apostate fipom Thee, he has been 
an enemy to his brother ; and that from the death 
of Abel, our earth has been a field of blood. O, 
let thy word be speedily accomplished. Let the 
nations learn war no more, but beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks ; and only emulate each other in husbandry, 
and commerce, and science, and religion. 

O, Thou Prince of Peace, preside in every coun 
cil. May all public teachers recommend peace. 
In private life, may we follow peace with all men ; 
ana cherish the principles ana the dispositions, 
which willj)repare us for that world, where we 
shall enter nto peace ^nd the souud of war will 
be heard .o more. 



FOR A SAFE RETURN FROM A JOURNEY 

Aa. the keeper of Isia^V TVttsvi \aaX. \tfwsck.^^ 
us, not onhr in Qie Viouae,W\. \rj '^ ^^- ^' 
22 
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might have been injured b j wicked and uareasoost 
ble men. We might have been left groana^ uih 
der the pain of bruised or fractured linabs. Our 
lives might have been spilt, like water OD the 
ground, which cannot be gathered up ag^in ; and 
me first tidings that reached our triendsy might 
have plunged them into anguish. 

But all our bones can say, Who is a God like 
unto Thee ? Thy secret too, in our absence, has 
been upon our tabernacle, and secured it from all 
evil— <J that it may be the tabernacle of the right- 
eous ; and be ever filled, not only with the voice 
of rejoicing, but of praise. 

And be with us in all the future journey of life ; 
guide us by thy counsel, uphold us by thy power ; 
and supply all our wants till we come to our Fa- 
ther's house in peace. 



FOR RECOVERY FROM SICKNESS. 

All our times are in thy hand. All diseases 
come at thy call, and go at ihy bidding. Thou 
redeemest our life from destruction, and crownest 
us with loving kindness and tender mercies. We 
bless Thee, that Thou hast heard our prayer, and 
commanded deliverance for our friend and thy ser- 
vant, who has been under thine afflicting hand. 
He (or ske) was brought low, but Thou hast help- 
ed him : Thou hast chastened him sore, but not 
delivered him over unto death. May he not only 
live, but declare the works of the Lord. 

As Thou hast delivered his eyes from tears, his 
feet from falling, and his soul from death, may he 
daily inquire. What shall 1 render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits towards me ? and resolve to 
offer unto Tliee, the sacrifices of thanksgiving, an(i 
to caH upon the name of the \iOid. 
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And may we ever remember, that a recoveiy is 
<]iDly a reprieve; that the sentence which dooms 
ns to the dust is only suspended ; and, that at most, 
when a few years are come, we shall go the way 
whence we shall not return. May we therefore se- 
cure Uie one thing needful ; and live with eternity 
m .view. 



FOR SAFE DELIVERY IN CHILD BIRTR 

;]^E bless Thee on the behalf of thine hand- 
Hiaid, who is now saying, I love the Lord, because 
be hath heard my voice, and my supplication. 
Thou hast been with her in the hour of pain and 
peri), and made her the joyful mother of a living 
and well formed infant. Complete thy goodness 
by the renewal of her strength, and her ability to 
appear again in all the duties of her important 
station. 

Let the impressions produced by recent mercies, 
be rendered as durable as they are lively : may 
she remember, and pay Thee the vows, which her 
soul made when in trouble. 

May the life spared, and the life given, be dear 
in thy sight, ana devoted to thy gloiy ; and may 
eveiy addition made to the world of creatures, be 
found an accession to the church of the living God. 



TO BE USED AS SOON AS CONVENIENT 
AFTER SAFE DELIVERY. 

I LOVE the Lord, because He hath heard my 
voice, and my supplication. Consider^ O ^2a?3 ^'cA^ 
how greatly thou art indebVfe^ \o ^^ ^\N>»fc ^v^^- 
ness. Look back, and ie«lec\.oT\>to^OTfiK^v^^ 
and anxieties : look ot ati4\>\ei& <i«A^ '^^^ ^ . 
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are ^one, and that their cause is femoved. I fimnd 
trouble and sorrow. Then called I upon the ntme 
of the Lord, and said, O Lord, I beseech Thee« 
deliver my soul. Gracious is the Lord, end ^ght- 
eous ; yea, our God is merciful. I wu broq^t 
low, and He helped me. Retuni unto the rest, 
my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bouiitifiilly vnth 
thee. 

O, my God, I sincerely thank thee for thy gieat 
goodness to me and mine. By supporting me in 
the hour of pain, by granting me proper assistance^ 
by blessing the means which tb;y providence af- 
forded me, by making me the living mother of a 
living child, by strengthening me thus far, and by 
giving me the prospect of speedy recoveiy and 
confirmed health, Thou hast dissipated our fears, 
calmed our minds, gladdened our hearts, and made 
a family happy. Thou hast exchanged our face 
of care for a bosom full of joy , and turned our ear- 
nest cries into hymns of ardent praise. Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and foi^et not all His benefits. 
Who forgiveth all thine miquities ; who healeth 
all thy diseases. Who redeemeth thy life firan 
destruction ; who crowneth thee with loving kind- 
ness and tender mercies. 

What shall I render unto the Lord for all His 
benefits towards me ? I will take the cup of salva- 
tion, and call upon the name of the Lord. 

I will cheerfully devote myself, and all I have, 
unto the God of my life. Oh ! never may I for- 
get the mercies I have received. Never may I be 
unthankful for them. May a lively sense ot them 
dwell on my mind, and be ever visible in my ac- 
tions ; may it be my daily care to pay unto God 
those vows which I made when my soul was in 
trouble. I hope my goodness will not be as a 
morning cloudf, and go away as the early dew. 
But, by the grace of God, I trust I shall continue 
in faith and chanty, and \\o\\i\ft^^ yiSAi ^\s««*j. 
Became he hath inclined H'\s escc wTvVom^^^yvetfe 
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fore.fffill I call upon Him as long as I live, I will 
walk before the Lord in the land of the living^ 

O Thou whose goodness to them that fear Thee 
knows no bounds, with my whole heart I praise 
Thee for thy lovii^-kindness unto me, thine un- 
worthy creature. Thou hast delivered my soul 
from death, mine eves from tears, and my feet 
from falling. To Thee 1 owe myself, and every 
blessing I possess. To Thee I dedicate this infant. 
Lord take it for thine own. On 4he soul of this 
dear child draw thine holy image, and keep it for 
ever from the pollutions of this wicked world. 
Give me and its father grace to set it a constant, 
good ezamole, and may wi^bring it up in the nur- 
ture and aamonition of the Lord. While we pray 
that its life may be spared, we also pray for en- 
tire resignatk>n to thy blessed will ; but, shouldest 
Thou, as we hope, be pleased to allot it to the 
years of man, we earnestly beseech Thee to make 
it a pillar in thy church, a blessing to the world, 
and a lasting comfort to its parents. Give them, 
O God, a heart to love and fear Thee at all times, 
'and may all their future days be spent with the 
greatest sincerity and faithfulness in thy service, 
and to thine honour, through faith in Jesus Christ, 
for whom may their souls most ardently thank 
Thee. To Him with thy blessed self, O Father, 
ftnd the Holy Spirit, I desue to ascribe everlasting 
praises. Amen. 

This prayer sappows all things to succeed well ; but ia different cip» 
cumstances, different expressions will natorally be adopted. Should 
i( please Ood to bless thu little piece to the good of souls* and should 
the favour of the public call for a new edition} pouibly a meditatioa 
- ~ • — r " '•>fir*;<»i)»i> rases mav be add* . 



S5S FOR SCH00LS«-ll01iinVG. 

A MORNING PRATER TO BE PDfiLlClir 
READ IN SCHOOLS. 

O Lord, Thou who hast safely brought us to At 
beginning of this day ! defend us in the same bv Aj 
mighty power, and ^nt that thisi day we fell into 
no sin, neither run into any kind of danger ; but 
that all our doings may be ordered by thy goTein- 
ance, to do always that which is righteous in tbj 
sight. 

Particularly we beg thy blessing upon our pre- 
sent undertakings. P^vent us, O Xiord, in all eur 
doings with thy most'i^cious favour, and further 
L's with thy continual help ; that in thesiB and all 
our works be^un, continued, and ended in Tbee, 
we may glorily thy holy name, and finally, by thy. 
mercy, obtain everlasting life. 

We humbly acknowledge, O Lord, our errors 
and misdeed^ ; that we are unable to keep our- 
selves, and unworthy of thy assistance ; but we 
beseech Thee, through thy great goodness, to par- 
don our offences, to enlighten our understandings, 
to strengthen our memories, to sanctify our hearts, 
and to guide our lives. Help us, we pray Thee, to 
learn and to practise those things which are good . 
that we may become serious christians, and usefiil 
in the world ; to the gloir of thy great name, and 
our present and future well-being. These prayers, 
both for them and ourselves, we humbly offer up 
in the name of thy Son Jesus Christ our Redeem- 
er ; concluding in His perfect form of words : 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will be done 

on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread ; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive them that trespass against us. And lea& 

us not into temf)tation, but delWei \is from evil ; 

for thine is the kingdom, tbe poww »i\^ ^«i' ^orj ^ 

/or ever and ever. Amen. 
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AN EVENING PRAYER TO BE PUBLICLY 
READ IN SCHOOLS. 

Accept, we beseech Thee, O Lord, our evening 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, for all thy 
goodness and loving-kindness to us, particularly for 
toe blessings of this day ; for thy gracious protec- 
tion and preservation; for the opportunities we 
have enjoyed for the instruction and improvement 
of our minds ; for all the comforts of this life ; and 
the hope of life everlasting, as. declared unto us 
by Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 

Foigive, most merciful Father, we humbly pray 
Thee, all the errors and transgressions which Thou 
hast beheld in us the day past ; and help us to ex- 
press our unfeigned sorrow for what has been 
amiss, by our care to amend it. 

What we know not, do Thou teach us ; instruct 
us in all the particulars of our duty, both towards 
Thee and towards men ; and give us grace always 
to do those things which are good and well-pleas- 
iitt^ thy sight. 

Whatsoever good instructions have been here 
given this day, erant that they may be carefully 
ivmembered, and duly followed. And whatsoever 
good desires Thou hast put into any of our hearts, 
grant that, by the assistance of thy grace, they 
may be brought to good effect : that thy name 
ma^ have the nonour ; and we, with those who are 
assistant to us in this our work of instruction, may 
have comfort at the day of account. 

Lighten our dariuiess, we beseech Thee, O Lord 
and 07 thy great merc;^ defend us from all perife 
and cfangers of this night. Continue to us tba 
blessings we enjoy; and help us to testify our 
thankfulness for them, by a due use and improve 
ment of them. 

Biess all those in au&0T\V5 AoS^'^c^t V«».^^^^ 

Grhnds and benefactoTS, patVAOjNatV^ ^^5**^^^^*=^ 
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of this school, for whom we are bound in an eqf^cial 
manner to pray. Bless this and all other semina- 
ries for religious and Uuly christian education ; and 
direct and prosper all pious endeavours for makings 
mankind ^ood and holy. 

These praises and prayers we humbly offer up 
to thy diyine Maies^« m the name, and as toe 
disciple of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord; in 
whose v^ords we sum up all our desires. 

Our Father, &c. 



A MORNING PRAYER TO BE USED BY A 
CHILD AT HOME. 

Glort to Thee, O Lord, who hast preserved mt 
from the perils of the nig^ht past, who hast refixesh- 
ed me with sleep, and raised me up again to praise 
thy holy name. 

Incline my heart to all that is good ; that f may 
be modest and humble, true and just, temperate 
and diligent, respectful and obedient to my supe- 
riors ; that I may fear and love Thee above all 
things ; that I may love nay neighbour as m^^f, 
and do to every one as I woula they should do 
unto me. 

Bless me, I pray Thee, in my leainiiig ; and 
help me daily to mcrease in knowledge, and wis- 
dom, and all virtue. 

I humbly beg thy blessing upon all our spiritual 
pastora and masters, all my relations and friends, 
iparticularly my father and mother , my brothers 
and sisters, and every one in this houseJ] Grant 
them whatsoever may be good for tliem in this life, 
and guide them to life everlasting. 

/ fiumbly commit myself to Thee, O Lord, in 
the Dame of Jesus CVii\s\. tkj ^wvowt^^xA \sw ^^ 
words which He H\mse\^W\3A\axs!^V T»^^*- 
Our Father, &c. 
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GuiRT be to Thee, O Lord, who hsst preNrred 
tat tbe daj pasi, vrbo hast defended me from all 
the evili to which I am constantlT exposed in this 
unceitain life, wbo hsst contimiea my beslth, who 
bail bestowed upoD me all tbii^ neccasatj for 
life and eodliness. 

I humblv beseech Tbee, O heavenly Fatherl to 
pardon whatsoever Thou bast seen amiss in me 
this day, in my thoughts, words or actions. Bless 
to me, I pray Thee, whatsoever good instructions 
have been given me Ibis day ; be^ me carefully to 
remember Ibem, and duly to improve them ; that 
I may be ever growing in Knowledge, and wisdom, 
and goodness. 

I numbly b^ tby blessii^ also upon all our spi- 
ritual pastors and masters, all my relations and 
friends [pariicvlarly my father and mother, nw 
bntlun and liiten, and every one in Ikts Aottw.J 
Let it please Thee to guide us all in this life pre- 
sent, and to conduct us to tby heavenly kingdom. 

I humbly commit mv soul and body to tby care 
this night: begging tby gracious protection and 
blessing, Ihrougb Jesus Christ our only Lord and 
Saviour; in whose words 1 conclude my prayer. 

Our Father, &c. 



LoKD, 1 J ._ -_ , _ 

'Thee, and accept of my services. Let thy r ^ 
Spirit help mine infirmities \ d\sifce,\c<^ ^t^ \is:ii^ 
to seiiousDess, attention, a.ni iCTo^^sift-, ^si**.'^«^^ 
nour of 4y bolj name, and. ft« >»'ofc^ '^^^ '**'^' 
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BEFORE LEAVING THE SEAT. 

Blessed be thy name, O Lord ! for this ajp^' 
tunitj of atteiHliiKThee in thy house and semce. 
Make me, I pray Thee, a doer of thy word, not a 
Dearer only. Accept both us and our serrioes, 
through our only Mediator, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



PRAYERS AT TABLE. 



BEFORE HEAT. 

Almighty God ! the eyes of all wait on Thee, 
and Thou eivest them their meat in due season. 
Bless, we beseech Thee, the provisions of thine 
earthf]^ bountj^s which are now before us ; — and 
let them nourish and streqgthen our frail bodies, 
that we may tiie better serve Thee, through Jesus 
Christ. Aien. 

orihus: 

Bountiful giver of every good and perfect giil ! 
Thou art never weary of supplying our returning 
wants, — Grant, we pray Thee, that the food of 
which we are about to partake, may contribute to 
the comfort and support of our bodies, — and enable 
us to eitt^age with more zeal in thy service ; which 
we ask tor Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

orihw: 

Let thy blessing. Almighty God, descend on this 
portion of thy bounty, and on us, thy unworthy 
•ervants, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

orihw: 

Almigbtt God, we beseech Thee to pardon our 
ins, to bless the refreshment now before us, to our 
te, and us to thy service, through Jesu& Gbs\^^ . 



S€4 IFTER lOEAT. 



Father of Lights, from wDom cometn domn 
e?ei7 eood and perfect gift, enable us to receive 
Ihese miits of thy bounty with humility and grati- 
tude, and ^ive us grace, that, whether we eat cf 
dntk or whatever we do, we may do all to tliy 
g^oiy, and be accepted to the great Redeemer. 

to 

or tnus : 

Bounteous God, we acknowledge our depen- 
dence on Thee, and our unworthiness of thy bene- 
fit. We pray Thee to forgive our sins ; to bless 
us in the reception of this food, and enable us to 
improve the strength we may derive from it to thy 
glory, for Christ's sake. 

or thus : 

Sanctify, O Lord, we beseech Thee, these thy 
productions to our use, and us to thy service, 
tiirough Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 






AFTER MEAT. 

We thank Thee, O God, our heavenly Father 1 
for the innumerable good gifts of thy providence. I 
Especially do we thank Thee for the rich provi- / 
sion Thou hast made for our souls— Accept our 
grateful acknowledgments for the food we have 
now received : and enable us to prove our sincerihr 
by the holiness and obedience of our lives, for me 
duke of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



AFTEA MEAT 26& 

or (hus : 

WoAT shall we render to Thee, O God, for all 
thy benefits ? Every dajr of our lives we are re- 
tenriDg fresh tokens ot thy favour. O, let thy 
ffoodness lead us to repentance. And if we can 
do no more than express our latitude — help us 
to do that in the sinceri{y of our souls — and thine 
shall be the glor}', for ever, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

or thus 

Accept, heavenly Father, our humble thanks 
for diis, and for all thy blessings, through Jesus 
Christ. 

or thus : 

Wb thank Thee, our heavenly Father, for tne 
ridi provision Thou hast made for our temporal 
and eternal welfare ; especially for the fooa we 
have DOW received. May thy goodness lead us to 
repentance, and thy grace prepare us for heavenly 
entertainments, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

or thus : 

Wb praise Thee, O Lord, for the provisions of 
thy providence and grace, and in particular for this 
renewed token of thy favour. May we feel our 
increased obligations to be thine, and be fitted at 
length, to eat bread in thy heavenly kingdom, 
through our Lord Jc srjs Christ. 

or thus: 

Wk bless Thee, O lioxd.fox ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
iiMDt Be pleased to coikl\t«i^\3ftl^^ 
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beed|7» and enable us, while we lire on Hbf boan^ 
•oHre to tlqrgloi7» for Christ's sake. Amen. 

orthMit 

Blbmicd and praised be thy ho^ name* O Loid, 
far this and all Aqt other bleedogs bestowed upon 
OS, tturougfa Jesos Christ our Lord. Amen. 



FINIS. 
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